eavitree
ocal
istor
ociety

—

bSgat SGASNI b2d o a INd nnH

FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Unless indicated below, meetings are held at Heavitree United Refo
Church, on the second Wed of Mar, Jun, Sep & Dec, commenc
7:30pm.

Wed 13" Mar 2024

ToddGrayw A OKI NR C2NRQa&a ! f KF YONI A
1800s.

t2RRQA fIGSai 0221 Aa OdzNNB vy i
https://stevensbooks.co.uk/product/exetef®st-buildingsdestruction
18001899/

Wed 12" Jun 2024

Clare Maudling Post war rebuilding and housing development
Heavitree

(Clare is a postdoctoral research fellanthe University oExeter Shehas
agreed to focus on Heavitree).

Sun 14 Jul 2024

Heavitree Parish Boundary walk
Meet 9am by the boundargtone at the corner of Polsloe Road (Livé
Dole junction).

There will be opportunities to walk the whole 14 mile route or to compl
sections of choice.

Wed 11" Sep 2024
John SalvatoreRoman Exetefwith focus on Heavitree) + AGM

Our previousmeeting:
Mile Lane, Beacon Heath:ladden Heavitreetreasure
ln' - . ..l, wi‘\“‘ 4 & @

Nick Roseveark & | NBaARSYyid 2F aAtS [ IHES:
took us on a visual and verbal stroll down tne.
Nick moved to Mile Lane in 199#lis mother was appallek S & K 2 dzf
been moving to St Leonardslick has never regretted it, and has been there
thirty years nav. He sees Mile Lane as a hidden treasure.
S B e O ) PE The picture to the left

' #d showsthe Lane around
ten years ago. The road
Is lumpy and bumpy, and
was like that when Nick
moved in. One year the
. Qouncil came  and
£ sprayed paint around all
1 the potholes. Over the
= winter the rain washed
< all the paint away, and
nothing changed.
Eurobellneeded to dig a
trench in the road to lay
a cable, and then resurfaced that strip, leaving a 2ft wide tarmasketion
in the middle. Every cyclist always went up and down thatTisieLane was
finally resurfacedn 2017.



https://stevensbooks.co.uk/product/exeters-lost-buildings-destruction-1800-1899/
https://stevensbooks.co.uk/product/exeters-lost-buildings-destruction-1800-1899/

Where is Mile Lane and why is it of interest?

The magbelowis orientednorth-south, and shows how Mile Lane was in the

old parish boundarylf you walk up thell y'S (i 2

uppermost point of the boundaryl'he yellow represents theater courses,

heading towards the Northbrook etc, which warrant further exploration.
T SO e B e Earlier maps show

= 4. Mile Lane with just

the initial strip of
53 ; houses

constructed
alongside. The
1927 map shows
that most of these
had been built.
Builders startecat
the bottom and
worked their way
up.
When the Beacon
Heath Estate was

built, the initial
~strip  of houses
was  separated
. from the Estate by
- the hedgerows
and trees of Mile
Lane this can

clearly be seen on
maps of the time
Residents still lead
very separate
lives which iswhy
the Squilometre
~work is good it
' has brought the
sides together.
. Nick has learnt
~ more about the
Estate in the past

" year than he has over the previous 29.
Nick is not sure of the provenanoéthe

5 1950s aerial photo belowlt shows the
Estate, which was completed in 1953.
All of this area is now builipon. One
resident of theLane was so appalled by
- the new Estate and ruination of the
= view, that she moved out of thieane.

s In the picture you can see the old
~quarry. It was a feeder for West Brick in
azyla w2lFR® az2ai
5 dzY.LJ@ the past, there were
uninterrupted views across cornfields to
St Marks Church in Pinho&here must
have been fabulous freedom to roam.

Nick loves Mile Lane so much that he wants to see its preservation, and mal
sure future generations can also enjoy it.

1950s



Earlymemories of Mile Lane: R
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The photo above shows A O1 Q& RI dZAKGISNJ AY wHAannnz

there was just grass growing. Now there are traesl shrubs and paths by : > 5 .

the dozen, for dog walkerstc. _ _ _ In 2006 residents sawfie engine drive up Mile Lane. They said they were
KevPearson shared his memories of growing up by Mile Lane, which he = jyst seeing if they could get up there if there was a firgvas yentight, and
described as hiplaygroundl ® | S O2dz Ry QU 6+ AU U2 FihabAghmdgotdeR Eader & YR Apdi 288 S ¥ 23606d¢n 4 ;
The Panny. He showed a photo of where the quarry used to exfEnere post hastended to keep out cars.

was acliff and then it stopped being the quarry and became a landfill site. SN e =

This was great fun for children. Some of the stuff that was buried there was
not very nice and is stileing monitored by The Environment Agency.

Mile Lane was a cut through from Beacon Heath #é DumpQand The
Panny. It was pitted and rutted. The wildlife wa®iazing. You could scoop
buckets into pondsg there were newts, grass snakeglders,and rats.

Lots of oldExeterBrewery bottles got dug up on théanks of the Panny. It

was an early landfill sitemaybe as early as the 19508s a valley, so there
were other streams todSomeof theseare now culvertegdyou can follow the
manholes in a straight line along the cuhseifhere were ropewgingsand it

was a playgroundthey didn't want the new estates to be built.

There were holes in the hedge all aldWide Lane and you could get through

to the ValleyPark. The holes still exist, but now they lead to bujitestates e b
Kev can remember 6ft deep snowdrifts in Mile Lane and would love to see  The bottom part of the bridleway is quite narr

a i
o7 A

w and rute ad boggy.

that now. There is some debris that has spilled from one of the houses that it would b
Awalk alongMile Lane: good to see _Cleaneq up. _ _

Thebridleway marks the end of the builtp area of Mile Lane itself. Here is It slowly begins to widen duThe picture below is from before the Pendragon

I GdzNY Ay 3  OA NINick remetibefs Six ar bede® Sld Bayg@® U dZNY Ay 3P 2dz Oy aSS oNROla Ay 0K
driving up through thelane, determinedto drive up the bridleway. There they are there.

was anargument,and the police were called KS& dzaSR (KS SEOdzaST WAT @&2dz



As you walk further up, the surface gets beftdre Lane widensand you
become more enclosed. On your left is the wholévblie Lane Path. On the
right some access has been closed off.

The photo below, from 2003, shows the staonh the left, of the red brick
houses of Upland Drivét. was a hot dry summer. Now that view is different
there are bushes and shrubs.

You eventually approach another wooden poss Nick walks up here, he just
LINF 8a GKFG GKSNB KI ay Qippedabtife tdpiiz G K S
times rubbish has been dumped there and it has been left for weeks.

The view at the top looks westwards towards Dartmoor, and is a fantastic
reward after 1520 minutes of exercise.




WhyMile Lane? ¢tKS& KIS 2NHIYAASR Ylyeée S@gSyidas ¢
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is a theory thatvhen Mincinglake Valley Park was dammed, Mill Field, which ~ support. Forexample,Morrisons donated some pumpkins and sweets for
was about halfvay up could have given the name to thane. their Halloween event.

TheRA &G YOS FNRY { G YI GKSNX y$o@ignore NA 2 | N NN
the houses andake the direct route, is almost exactly a mile. This could be \
significant.

Stoke Hill Road was probably a Roman road (Haldor Bitkter > Stoke Hill
Road > Stoke Canon and beyond) so bayhis was a side road coming off
it. £ could date from then. _
b202R& A& &dAdz2NBE [62dzi NARIKGA Pedplesg !l &3
come andgo; horse riders and cyclists use it; Kev learnt to ride a motorbike
there. Residents are worried about development in Mile L&aek or at the
end of Pendragon d&d. Will it remain a wooden path or be turned into
somethinglike a cycleway?

Mile Lane Podcelebrating Mile Lane

JoJdSpinksset this up as part of the Beacon Heath Squilometre. For Nick, the
historic nature of the area makes it important to presethe Lane and to
get the community to recognise and enjoy it.

Kev started walking theane duringLockdown wherwe were only allowed
one hour of exercisede then started offering guided walks, which became
very popular. When they bought pumpkins, the lady on the aglked,
WK SNB Q& -
[ FY.SKI® is
therefore  vitally |
important to make
it accessible to S
f20Frfao df
of doing the walks
seasonally,
although autumn is |
usually best. Kem
enjoyed hearing allf
ThePod was set up in 2022 and has gone from strength to strenigthas the conversations|
created friendship and hope, and the good work will continue. between strangers. &=
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adults. For many local children, they

were walking the.ane for the first time. 1 Looking at ways to include those sections of the commuthigy have yet
A Spooky Stroll and an Easter Egg Hunt to meet

were organised to tempt people to — —
discover what was on their doorstep. -

hyS fFrRé& RSAONAROSR (KS too|

& 9 @ STNay aalssl theld craft =
workshops which were very popular H{j ‘W D'l D \f{}'u_]' EN jﬁ‘f

% There is a big local demand for the -
events and, although it takes THE EASTE K E C[q

< commitment from volunteers, it is " N7
’  (E LE BRATloN:
* worth it when people enjoy themselves TRAIL +CE E Qal

and the areaThere is still not much uptake from nevhite residents or =
teenagers and they are j : g LB f :
wondering how they cangs & 4y 'f""“r afest . N ij“' [.@’9 jlﬁ'f a Trail
reach out to theseg Lty 3 -

groups. o
They alsdooked at how f
more wild planting could &
take place on the
Beacon Heath Estate
and on the Lane itself. &
They started with a & _
community wildlife [ thobe casty Frlll ST —nrp bl

patch, and have been&# e ' a1 o4 v

approached by the Devon Wildlife Trust to see whnlaey can do in e 'f’ i +

partnership. — 3o weld srrrmmswl' Juck baltl H%‘ﬁgh FO

ThePod is keen to keep going in the futur€heir plans are:
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i 1
T Build on whathey have done. More walks! Just some of the positive feedback from the local community

1 Link to other community events and those who organise them

1 Information Boards/Booklets?and collaborating with HLHS and other
groups on a Northbrook Booklet)

T NewPodseg.Wt I YYA t 2RQK



Update onNorthbrook research:

Mike and Martin attended the meeting convened to discuss a potential
project or projects on the Northbrook. A very encouraging 12 people turned
up, with other apologiesA wide range of interestsvas covered, buthere
was agreement thawe should work together on a potential Northbrook
project or projects.

At this stageno decisions were madé&ne outcome could be that individual
organisations would continue with their own specific projects but tiiety
would coordinateon whattheywere up to, to avoid duplicatigrmand to learn
from others.

From our point of viewwe emphasised our wish to produce a booklet or
booklets with maps, some history, memorjegeography and maybe
suggested walksThere is no reason why we shouldn't develop this further
and incorporate things we learn from the other groups. Whether we then go
ahead and publish on our own or as a Project as a wisokedecision for the
future.

Nick Roseveare, from the Mile End Pod, who spoke abeaember meeting,
has volunteered to do some more reseaioko available maps of the river
system. The Devon Wildlife Trust thought there was a good Northbrook
Catchment descriptionthey willtry to locate this and share it. Both these
aspects will be useful for a booklet.

Memories of HeavitreeMichael Hugheg90 years of age)

Michael Hughes was born in Mowbray Maternity Hospital, HeavitreeSon 1
May 1933. He walsrought up in Goldsmith Stregand later moved to Alpha
Street in the 1950s. Now living on Beacon HeMithael talked to Martin
Weiler about his memories of Heavitree.

Exeter blitz
aAOKIFStQa YIFAY SIFENIASald YSy2Nwokla
2 | NJ ¢ ¢ fr®h, wé allhad to sit under the stairs when the air raid

warnings sounded. Later we had a Morrison shelter set up inside our house.

When the sirens went off during the dayhad to take two boys home from

Ladysmith School as they lived further away. We also shared the shelter with
R A R yafdsibutfl i@ty thefsewdhd NR
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neighbour brought in. It was full of Heinz baked beans. It was frightening
when bombs were dropping but afterwards you wanted to know what had

happened. One dropped on the roof of teehool,and | remember saying to
myMuméEZ 2R L 62y Qi KI @S (i 2¢ UHeRe wasan &
air raid shelter in front of the Bramdean School playing fields. We would wal
from Heavitree to the Odeon cinema on Saturday mornings. It was totally
flattened around there; we used to climb over the bricks. When you looked
across from thedp of Paris Streethere was only the Cathedral standing.
One time we went out to near Exeter Airport and saw a German plane tha
had been shot down. There was a boy at school who was killed by a mine ¢
{G [2885Qa wW2FR® ¢KSYy Al NBlIffe KA
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been brought up in the same house at 35 Goldsmith Street; also referred t
as Lower Goldsmith Street in street directories. His Dad, Alfred, was
plumber from St Thomas. The direc®ri RS&AONA OGS KA & 0o
FYR 120 6FGSN) 9y3aIAYySSNDRD® aiOKI St
Street as everyone knew each other. Even when we moved to Alpha Stree



a much longer road, it was so friendly, you would know everyone. No one
had a car so you could play in the street.

We used to play football in Hanover Road and only had to stop when the
/I N2aaYSIR o0dza OFYS
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entertainment. It was large with a big battery and accumulator. | had to go
G2 ¢K2NYyQa KI NiRaccunmBlatod dhardel up.2Yoush&dito do
GKFGO SOSNE (2 2N GKNBS ¢SS{1aé¢od
Exmouth on the train from Polsloe Bridge. When | whter, | would go

TAAK

dancing at The Regal there. | saw many a punch up between boys from Exeter
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Education
Michael started at Ladysmith Infants School when he was 5. He used to be
delivered there by a local teenage girl as his Mum was busy in the mornings.

LG ¢l a Ay GKS 3INRdzyRa 2F GKS
celebrated with a large tea p&y, of which Michael still has some wonderful
photos. His younger sister, Pauline, is there with Michaslwell as Dick
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Manley, later an England rugby player. He was at School with Frank Pott
(Heavitree Local History Society Memband says Frank was always top in
exams. Michael progressed through the Junior and Senior Schools befo
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studied woodwork and metalwork. A few of us used to walk there, often
A02LIIAY3I G | IyRStftQa akKz2Ll 2y GKS
single cigarette each which costapén® 2 S g2dz R (G KSy ¢
Lane and smoke them. One day a teacher cawghbut his only question

wasdidg S KIF @S | ALI NB 2yS F2NJ KAYHE
Heavitree Pleasure Gardens
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G ! Fseh®dWdve would play football theré also remember climbing around

a big pile of white rocks at the far entrance. It was probably dangerous. Wi

used to watch the speedway at the County Grouadd were inspired to

make our own track in the Gardens. TRark keepercaught us digging the

ground up and played up hell with us. | remember during the war that
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