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FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS AND EMENAS'S IN STORE?

Tue 3% Sep 2019
AGM followed by a talk on 'The History of the Ludwell Vatl&@urie Fentimer
(Ludwell Life)

Sun 13 Oct 2019
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We will visit the inside of the Priokpilding before the walk. The walk will tak
about 1.5 hours and include Polsloe Bridge Station, Second World War ga
decontamination ceng, the Northbrook stream and Higher Cemetery.
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Tue 39 Dec 2019
Expanding Heavitree: the story of Regent Square and John I $Aliy
Robinson

Tue 3¢ Mar 2020

Wonford Village and the Great Hou&eJoint meeting wittHeavitree
Squilometre

All normal meetings start at 7.30pnmand are held in the Rifford Room jat
Heavitree Parish Church.

From Exeter to Heavitree by Tram
Ten years ag®r Julia Neville volunteered to write u.p K S
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work was based on the research of John Perkin, who had loaned his coIIectlon of

photos and information to the @ic Society.
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There was a sense of bringing the surrounding villages into greater
communication with Exeter. We were particulaftytunate at this meeting, as

one member of the audience remembered the
Exeter trams.
The first photograph that Julia showed featured
a tram with the symbol for Heavitreg Cowick
Street: a red background with a whisaltire
e cross. We must remember that the trams
. NNAQOSR oKSy + t24 27
(compulsory education was not introduced
" until 1870), but a symbol would have been
easily recognisable.
Next Juliashowed a picture of the earliest
. terminus, which was on Sidwell
Y Street/Eastgate. Surprisingl these horse
drawn trams completely bypassed the city
centre, because the traders and residents of
vdzSSy {GNBSG FyR | A3K
passing their businesses. The traders preferred
L.people to travel by carriage and to be able td
pull up outsde of their shopsThe horsedrawn
trams never made it all the way to Heavitree Fore Strettte furthest they got
was to St Lukes College.

The horse

drawn trams
were  canary
yellow,  with

brown

lettering. They
had bench

style seats on
top, and inside
the seats faced :.

each other.
They were |-
double-sided,
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Two horses pulled each tram andfanlS NS y SSRSR
Hill. Horses were bought from local farmers; they worked the trams and ther

N.were sold back for lighter farm work when they were tired owtaims of ten
horses per tram were kepstabled.Unfortunately,the horses were not always
well treated, and one driver was even sent to prison for cruelty.
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http://www.heavitreesquilometre.org/
http://www.heavitreesquilometre.org/
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limited to market day, etc. NN e K

Meanwhile, new technology was . ‘/»,,‘ N EXETER CORPOW ION TRAMWAYS
being developed.Electricity had - The new trams were dark green and cream, with gold lettering and a darl
come to ExeterExeter Corporation maroon undercarriage.
Tramways purchased theompany The Pinhoe Road tran
and stock, recognising the potentie (which we can see in the
for trams to consume electricity picture below had a |-
during the day. A postcarc different visual symbol ' | = e
referendum was held to see i from the Heavitree it e AR : sl
people thought the city should gdi route. It went as far as s e .
over to electric trams, and 75% sali
yes. Shopkeepers who had opposé
the horsedrawn rams, had noticed

Fn Effectionate Remembrance of

Abbey Road, close ftc M e e B CEDEERY
Higher Cemetery and A 8D _ -
= therefore an important
that Sidwell Street was thriving, and this timemted to be part of the action. route  for  many The EXETER HOBBE TRAMDS,
New lines were put down, and the network was extend@&tie map on the Exonians. They also ha
following page show the the space to create a

extended route. The loops terminus there.
were passing places, but the
system dd not function that

well as there were many
' places with single track,
which caused congestion.
The High Street in particular
was very narrowand it was

not possible to put two lines

Julia showed us an interesting photo of the
headstone of Albert Wotton, a conductor on the
trams. He died young, and his headstone shows a
carving of a tram. His family obviously wanted to
= celebrate his aspirations in life. When Frank
researched him, hower he found that he was
malnourished, despite being a conductor.

We alsolooked at a timetable from 1928: the

. next to each other. Sidwell heyday of the trams. They were scheduled to run
Street was wide enough for : LINSGGe NB3IdzZ F NI e |yR Y
two lines, as wasCentral need to actually consult the timetabl@ journey cost 4 around town, or & to

- Station. In 1905, trams were Heavitree Workmen could get a discount fare if they travelled at the right time

virtually the only traffic in Sidwell Street.



of day ¢ the opposite to today, when
peak travel is expensiveWorking !
women, however,were not entitled to
this cheaper fare ¢ something that g
suffragettes objected to. 3
Generally, the trams ran on timefgs
although there were occasionaie
complaints about the last tram not
turning up. Most problems happeneg
during WWI, when there was a shorta
of staff, and also of electricity. T
weather could also cause proble
Snow would prevent you getting up
5 ARQa | AffX | yR]
Drivers were given a gong to le
pedestrians know they were coming
Passengers were not allowed to sweg
play an instrument or to spit (partl
because of the spread of tuberculosis)

The trams dew people into Exeter, to shop as well as to work. The department
stores and shops were flourishing. Dellersthe Swiss Cafévere popular for

tea and coffee, and there were specialist butchers. People travelled into Exeter
more readily than on foot.
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In the arly days of
the electric trams,
« .4 everyone  wanted
g the tram to stop
near their house,
and there were
. continual petitions
requesting this. It
was attractive to live
near to a tram stop,
and 1920s property
adverts would

E commonly list an
9ESGHSNI LINEP Gl aK2ANdi thesinitial]
extensions of the route (i.e. through Heavitree Cross Pajkfurther extensions
were proposed but nevematerialised
The next photo shows the former electric tram depot, just down from where
Pyramids is now. We can see that four different tracks went into it. It was well
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laid out inside
trams  could
move around
and undergo
repairs. Fitters

from the
depot could
also be

dispatched to
carry out on
road
maintenance
as required.
Safety for
: — pedestrians
was to become a real issue for the trams in Exeléae problem was that you
KFR G2 ¢Ff1 FONR&aa GKS NRIFIR G2 o2l
but by the 1920s there was much more traffic: lorries, cars, even buses. Man
motorists believed they were entitled to keep going, even if the trand ha
stopped. There were several episodes of people getting hit.
Apart from for pedestrians, there weffew accidents with the Exeter trams. The
most weltknown accident was in 1917, when a tram lost control on the High
Street, and a woman died. Sometimegedhead cables would detach, but there

gla | alfFSte K221 6KAOK g2dA R af AR
until they could be repaired’he photo above, which none of us had seen before,



shows a tranoff the rails

in Heavitree.
The finalphoto shows by
the 1920scar-ownership

had increased
exponentially the High
Street was far too narrow
for trams and for cars.
The council realised that
buses were far more
manoeuwrable than

= trams: they ould pull in,

et O and there was scope for
two lanes ofd NI F¥A O® L yinalnrgdmo mede it9 jautnéyS Giddrillor
Perry, who had driven the first electric tram, walso permittecto drive the last.

Part of an Exeter tram still operates at Seaton Tramway, although it is just the
ground floor, and hasden narrowed to fit their gauge.
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Cross Park Terrace was anything to do with the trams, but she thought it was
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structured format of conversation that we had planned, but putting copies of
some of our publications in the middle of the tables was a great conversatiol
starter, and people had a lot to talk about. We would like todhtblis kind of
event again, but will try to enable people to mix a little maraher than just
talking with the friends that they came with.

Beating the Bound$Valk ¢ 6" and 13" July
On 8" July, twelve of
us met to walk the
historic boundary of
Heavitree and visit
the otherwise
ignored  boundary
stones Three HLHS
members completed
the full boundary
walk, and_ several

[ 221 2 more\walked théXirstt A
half, finishing the
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not. last year, he weather
~ L L was hot and sunny,
Wae | SIGAUNBSQ [/ 2FFSS azZNYyAy3d although slightly more manageably s yearg the walk was really enjoyable,
il — " In June, the taking usthrough some beautiful scenery. No matter how many times we
[CRTR— ; : HLHS and our complete the walk, it always seems to be a surprise to walk thrasmhe
S — — ’ community attractivelyW NHzNJ £ Q LI NJia 2F 9ESGSNJ
builder, Helen We were able to
Moore, held a identify the source of
free coffee the Northbrook on
morning,  for our way, thanks to
people to come ¢SNNEQA 6 €t1 SIFNIASN
and talk about this year. Other
their memories changes were some
of Heavitree. new flood defences
This was the down by the canat
first time that these were really
we have done quite impressive,
this, but the and were Dbeig
morning  was worked upon last
really year when we did
successful. Last minute illness iyjed G KI G ¢S 0O2dzZ Ry Qi theavalk Zhare wakK S Y 2 NB



