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FORTHCOMINBLHSVIEETINGBND EVENTSNVHAT'S IN STORE?

Tue 5th Jun 2018
'Alehouses and Drinking Culture'
A look back at what was going on in our public houses in the sixteenth

and

seventeenth centuries, drawing on extensive research in Exeter and beyond to

suggest what might have been happening in Heavitree's inns.
- Dr Mark Hailwood (Bristol University)

Sat7th Jul 2018

Boundary Walki_eave fronLivery Dole at 9.00aprompt. This yeathose who wish
to stop halfway round at Honiton Road, can complete the route on the followin
Saturday 1#, when the second part will start at 10.8®. The whole route is ou
14.75 miles; doing it in two stages will be 7.75 miles and 7 miles, the speed of wa
oAt O
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Tue 4th Sep 2018

AGM followed by a talk on Heavitree Pleasure Ground by Parklife Heavitree

Tue 4th Dec 2018

'Mobs, crowds and the dzii O | &-Todg'GrayE S i S N

Tue 5th Mar 2019
To be announced

Tue 4th Jun 2019
'From Exeter to Heavitree by TranDr Julia Neville

All meetings start at 7.30prfapart from Boundary Wallgnd are held in the Rifford
Room at Heavitree Parish Church.
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John Allan- Heavitree Stone and the Heavitree Quarries

OurMarchmeeting was in collaboration witHeavitree Squilometras part of the
Heavitree Quarry Trails community proje€@ur speaker, John Allan Hgesident of

the Devon Archaeological Society and Consultant Archaeologist to the Dean at
Chapter of Exeter Cathedral. He is also an honorary university fellow of thi
Archaeology Department of Exeter University. For 20 yéarsvas Curator of
Antiguities at the Royal Albert Memorial MuseuHiis talk on Heavitre&one was
reallyinteresting it hasmade me, and I'm sure many other members, look at every
wall | see in a different wayMost of this write up is John's words, but | have also
added in some of my own research)

What is Heavitreeone?

- Upper Tertiary sediments

- Lower Tertiary sediments

- Cretaceous sediments
Jurassic sediments

- Permo-Triassic sediments and lavas

- Felsic dykes
- Granite

Mid - upper Carboniferous sediments
- Lower Carboniferous sediments
- Devonian sediments

Devonian lavas and tuffs

Lower Paleozoic sediments
I Lizard and Start complexes

John began by explaining that Devon is one of the most interesting countie
geologically, supplying an amazing variety of building stoibg fundamentally
affected the style and type of buildings that were bw* - .

ago, he climate was like that of the Sahara Desert todg

Around the time that Dartmoor's tors were being formeq
seasonal flash floods swept large quantities of sediment irf
the valleys and the plains fringing the deseAsthe stones
within never had the chance to wear down, they remaing
angular and sharp. Despite being formed at the same tirg=s
the red sandstonérom Dawlish area was pretty useless f¢&
building, whereas the breccia from the Heavitree area Wi
much better, it can be found throughout Exeter and beyon


http://interwovenproductions.jojospinks.com/

Where were the quarries located?

Quarres were opened at Heavitre&Vonford, Whipton andExminster,around
1350, and operated until thenid-19th century.The map below showthe location
of quarriesin the Quarry Lane area dieavitree/ Wonford. Lancaster Close, off
Quarry Lane, (where Sparrows Crane Hire ﬁVErserIoncated) is actually gihg in

N B y
a disused quarry several of the houses have a hlgh quarry wall at the back of their

gardens.
The former owner of the land on which the Woodwater Lane quarry was located

remembersit being used to bury waste, some of it
which might now be valuable! On the Exeter
Memories forum, he said'l vividly remember a
couple of V8 ford pilots that were driven up to the
quarry. The chagust took the batterie®ff the cars
and left they got buied a few days latetthat was

in the early 1960's. | don't thinkhey built any
houses over the actual quarry; that was left as a
play area to the rear of the school...."

The quarry in Exminster was located just over the
Countess Weir bridge and produta stone almost
identical to that of Heavitree. Exminster was a good
spot as it was close to the river. Transport was
vitally important; it cost more to transport the
stone than to quarry and dress it!

When and where was Heavitree Stone used?

HeavitreeSone has been in use for a very long
period. People long ago, who had an intimate
knowledge of the countrysldevould have found it; there is evidence that from early
on people sought it out. Exeter was an important market for stone by the late Saxo
period. The best quality of stone was imported from France (Caen limestheee

is some in Heavitree church), Beer or Salcombe and there was lots of use volcal
stone. The Saxons were not afraid to transport stone! The Romans didn't really us
Heavitree stoe, preferring volcanic material (for example from Rougement area).
The type of stonefrom which a building is constructed is fundamental in
distinguishingts age We can roughly say that pre =
1350, most Exeter buildings would have been ma
from volcanicstone rubble; not all faces would b¢&ss
dressed. For examplehe early Exe Bridge wag#"
made from rubble with purple volcanic arches. §
Pancras church, built in the early 1200s, was m
from red sandstone (probably from Exstiary) and §
purple volcanic mateal. It does in fact have a few
bits of Heavitree Stone rubble mixed;ii is typical |
2F (GKS SIFNIeé& LISNA2R
quarried but people were using whatever was tr
hand.
The first recorded use of Heavitree Stone svim the
Underground pasages dating to 134%®o0st1350
andthrough the 1400s, there was a greatlvailding | ¢
and floweringof masonry skillafter the devastation [




of the Black Death. There was a pride in workmanship and-buitding the city.
The use of Heavitre&one ashlar was connected with a big increase in the quality
of building. Huge blocks were available, and it was regarded as a real showpiece.
A crucial source faascertainingvhen Heavitreegone really got
going is the Cathedral fabric roli§he one placdrom which
accounts remain is the Cathedrdxeterhappens to have the
best collection of rollef all the English Cathedrals, mbg even
Northern Europe. There are hundreds of entries of building stone
(all in Latin). They show that in the 1340s thdsesudden
evidence of stone biag brought in from WhiptonA lot of stone
could be moved by padkorse, but in tliscaseit could have been
cart loads. The cost of transport included the cost of repairing the
cart, as the weight of the stone often destrayé! In 134950
there is alarge entry: 650 loads g -
were conveyed Although the city
used small amounts prior to this
e.g individual blocks are
embedded in the Cathedrdkee
Chapter Housémage (right)] this
was a hugequantity. For some |
reason the Cathedral was E‘*
required to repair the city wall by
the East Gate (where Boots i
today). It seems that this may have
been because the Cathedral ha ’ o ‘
decided to simplify its water supply (previously taken from St Sldwells well and
carried around the C|t)by condwt to CathedraICIose)by cutting through the East
ReNEEE T i /- gate, hence all the repairs and stone

: . required.
Heavitree Sone's heyday was in the
15th and 16th centuries, which is when
we'd see the very large, uniform,
squaredoff blocks. We only have to
- look at churches dating from that time
to see that it was the preferred choice
in Exeter. St Mary Steps is built from
grand Heavitree ashlaras is St
— Stephen's and the tower of St
Martin's; Heavitree's St Clare's Chapel
is a lovely examplesadly St Michael's
church is made from limestone, not
~ HeavitreeSone, but perhaps it used to

be. When it was demolished by the
Victorians, part of the old church probably
went to form the boundary wall between
the two graveyards, which contains a
whole mix of intersting materials:
Heavitree Sone, red sandstone, volcanic
blocks and medieval floor tiles!
Another place in Exeter where we can see
HeavitreeSone from the Middle Ages is in
the old city walls. Although in places the

: : Heavitree Sone is actually beneathhe
Roman volcanic stone, this does not mean that it is older, but is actually because tt
older wall is on top of the newer part; the ground would've been much higher on
both sides, so when this was levelled, would've been underpinned with Heavitre
stone.The wall near Trinity Street is a good example of this.
Wynards almshouses on Magdalen Street are an example of high quality buildir
with HeavitreeSone but, for the
most part, as we movedio the
17" and 18 century, the
tendency wa towards using
rubble again It was often covered
in render ¢ as the Devon and
Exeter Institute was.
The Squilometre QuarnyGroup Bf
explained that 'Heavitree stoneit
was used so ubiquitously througle
the city that its remnant walls ac
as a kind of red skeleton showing== ;
us theshape of our city from 506800 years ago.' Much of the stone that has been
recorded by the group takes the form of low, basal courses that would've beer
beneath traditional cob or wooden structures. Some interesting questions have
been raised through theurvey, such as why Rowancroft has a curved boundary
wall, and whether Roseland Avenue once bounded an archaldy iti was through
following the boundary walls of Heavitree Stone in the Wonford area that the
Squilometreteam discovered the previouskxcavated site of the Great House,
Wonford (one of the great Angi§axon hundreds)
As we begin to move further from Heavitree, we see some wonderful examples c
HeavitreeSone, for example Alphington, Kenn, Kenton and Exminster churches. A
we move out gain, the materials used become more mixed. Both Pinhoe and
Topsham churches used a whole mixture of stones and Clyst Honiton used Heavitr
Sone in front, but a real mix behind. Broadclyst is so close, but already the ston
has changed to another, oncechl, source it is made of volcanic stone, as is Ide.




Bythe time we reactAylesbeare, we see a progressively smaller usage of Heavitree

Sone: as we get into East Devon there was a struggle to find a good building stone.

Even though it's only about six milieem Exeter the materials are of a much poorer
quality, with small bits of Heavitre&one mixed in with inferior local material.

Heavitree Stone in the 21st Century

Although Heavitree Stone wash&gh-quality material, it

is prone to weathering, after 800 years of exposure.
| Older buildings would've had no damp course, so water
i rises upfrom the ground, then oozes out and weathers
it. Thisexplainswhy we see most buildings are only
-T weathered up to a certain height. Putting cement onto
== Heavitree stone is the worst thing that you can do; there
" are better ways, like the lime putty mortarhich has

- been applied to the towers of St Stephen's and St
Martin's churches in Exeter, then coloured pink to blend
in a bit more. It looks odd, but it's a way of protecting it.

! If you demolish any building now, you can't bury the
HeavitreeSone; it need to be saved to repair buildings
W in the future. The council does keep some, but perhaps
-« not as much as it should, for a material that weathers
i quite badly.

Where to find out more?

The Squilometre 'Quarry Pod' has worked incredibly hard to
research the qarries/ local HeavitreeSone, and have a few
exciting projects in the pipeline for this summer and beyond:

1) Qs for QuarriesA Placeify, digital Exhibition Trail featuring
and giving interesting details about 26 different Heavitree Stone
acrossthe City.These will be identified through a single letter so
that people can design their own Trails, perhaps spelling out their own name! The
Placeify Exhibition is designed to be access through -hafdl devices and will
include audio.

2) Suggestd Trails; The team are also producing suggested Trails in leaflet form
for people to pick up and design fun and informative walks for all the family that
links different sites together to tell the story of Heavitree Stone.

3) Performance Trail; Thee will also be twoSquilometrestyle roaming
LISNF2NXYIFyOSa>x ONBFiA@Ste OStSoNIGAy3
stone. The first will be in Heavitree on Sundd}dalyg box office opens soon. The
second2 Y 9 E S i S NI awille asfartdightNater. v dzl &

Sally Robinson
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Remembering David Morrish 19312018

David Morrish, cdounder of Heavitree Local History
Society and our first Chairman sadly died orf' 14
February this year.
A County and City Liberal Party Councillor for
Heavitree for three decades, David was widely known
Fa WaN I SFFGAUGNBSQo
~ He always had a passionate interest in the local
| history of Heavitree. In a Heavitree Liberal
Newsletterof April 1968 David wrote an article about
Heavitree in Australia. Here two oistgreat interests
came togetherg geography and history.
¢tKS ySgatSGGISNI al AR GKI
K2ooe 2F NBO2NRAy3 I aLlScC
' a geographer and Fellow of the Royal Geographical
Society he has been busy tracking down Kea § NESQa ! dza G4 NI £ A |
DA@SY GKA&a fS@St 2F AyiSNBaid Ay 20!
that David supported the formation of a Local History Society. Together with Del
Perrin (whose death on ¥8November was reported in thpreviousnewsletter)
they drew up plans and David hosted an initial meeting at his Birchy Barton Hill honr
on 12" August 1998.
5 AR | YR 5 Sy (rdectibug dnétbieiSacietyt Was guickly inaugurated
that October. Da was elected Secretary and David the Chairman, a post he held fc
12 years.
David immediately got down to work on issues the Society could research an
RAaOdzaa® 1S gNBOS | LI LISNI F2N G4KS {:
themes. These includedHeavitree Urban District Council (189813), schools,
origins of street names, buildings the conservation area, census returrthe
cemetery, old newspaper reports, breweries and the churches.
t F NI AOdzt F NI & LJ2 Lddzf + NJ ¢ S elBirees dre@ AThe @irst orig dz
was held on Sunday'2July 2000an amazing 83 people turned up. The Society
ySgat SGGSNI NBLR2NISR W5SaLAGS GKS  ydzy
a2ZNNAaAK YIylFr3ISR G2 06020K SyGSNIFAYy |y
LG éla FAGGAY3D GKI " MarghSvas{packetl & iihe eafiers.Y ¢
¢tK2a$S LINBaSyid KStR | YAdeGSQé ,é)\AfASy
I SI OGAUNBSQ:«
aSYOSNR &ddGNBaaSR 5F @ARQa NRfirSHedviffee a
Community Association.
{ SONBUGIFNE ¢SNNE . 2dzyR NBOFIffSR 51 OAR!
college. David led a party including Terry over the old bridge at Clyst St Mary to th



banks of the river Axe. There they sawifad layers in the shingle cliff and David said

DSy Gt SYly GKAA Aa
will never forget those words.
¢SNNE faz2 LIAR (NROdziS G2 51 OARQA

Heavitree Paristand how Heavitree Urban District Council celebrated Queen
+AO0G2NAIF Q& S5AFY2YR WdzoAfSS Ay wmydT
reviving the beating of the bounds ceremony when some even rode round on
horseback.
Society representatives attended DaR Q &
David Morrish RIP.
F ¢KS {20ASdGeée ¢l a @OSNEB &l RRSySR (%
al NOK 2dzAadG &aAE 6SS1a IFGSNI 51 FARQA
History Society as well as being a lsegving local councillor and teacher.
LG sta FAGGAY3I GKIG albNOAYy 2SAESNI 3O
of Pegasus Court ori"@ay. In recent years Joan had lived at Pegasus Cert
Martin and the residents were able to remember dagith fondness.

Martin Weiler
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RememberingRon Crabb

Ron Crabb, longme resident of
Kingsway, Heavitree and
outstanding contributor to an
amazing array of roles, died on"23
April, aged 87. He had been due to
aLSEKE1T +d GKS {20A
meeting about his life of rich
experiencesRon had given Society
members a guided visit around the
Guildhall on 8 March 2016. Our
newsletter reported that Ron had
AABSYy | Wt A eédled
: N G2 dND >
LG alrea AdG Fff Fo2dzi w2y Qa
appropriately packediExeter Cathedral on 22May. Welkknown Heavitree figure,

Rev Paul Morrell, was one of those officiating. The Eulogy was given by Todd Gray.
Originally from Dorset, Ron first came to Exeter in 1949 as a young Royal Marine. He
served with them for eight years mainly in the Mediterranean aboard HMS
Cleopatra and HMS Ark Royal. Despite then becoming a civilian he continued to act
as a mentor to aw recruits and was active in the Exeter Royal Marine Association
branch.

o0& BEXSIRISOdG A v 3

KSI . |
B8} elected Prime Warden f

. position within the Guild of
S Mace Bearers. He was made

. received the Imperial Service
S Medal and British Empire Medd

a0 0 @ENB Ay

Ron joined the Prison Service and worked at Haldon Camp and Exeter Prison. He |

3S23ANI LK & Téng gaidBe Sy I a double life as a leading football referee becoming the first and only Footbal

League referee from Exeter to officiate at the top level in England and in Europe

N2 Theimageshere showR®n andookeifipra his $okagbook shewingen hedefe@ed dzy

awomen's international between England and Republic of Ireland at St (Raris

P RRAGAZ2YIf o02dzyRINE ad2yS:
LYy wmdbodpdn KS 0S - ey ' [ T 72
Mace Sergeant serving a tot
of 23 Mayors and Lord Mayor
of Exete, only hanging up hi
robes in 2017. In 2014 he w

Great Britain, the highes

Freeman of Exeter in Janua
this year.

If all this was not enough Ro
was active in the locawinning
movement - @A & A G Ay 3
twin city, Yaroslay 34 times. |
Much respected therghe was
6 NRSR GKS wd
Medal. Back in the UK he

Ron gave great service to the local scouting movement receiving a Certificate
Merit from the ExeteB™ Scout Group.

| first met Ron in 1978 when | interviewed him for the Exeter Flying Post about hi
refereeing career. His spirit shone through as hesied up his football journey.

G2 KSYy L GKAYy]l o001 G2 GKS 0S3IAyyAy3ay

by buses; of having to walk from Cowley Bridge to ref at Cheriton Fitzpaine; of herdin

cows off the pitch at Lapford (and all the pats they leshimd); and this in the cold,
and wet and all for about five bob; and then the other extreme to my trips ab‘ro%(ﬁ,
the marvellous people | have meind the Manchester Uniteds and West Hams,

0KSYy L KI@gS G2 aleé (KIFG L ¢29 Ryl K
buy the memorieshat 32 Ay 3 FNRBY (GKS o62G02Y G2 GI
RNBI YE¢ ®
A true Heavitree legend. Ron Crabb RIP.

Martin Weiler



Lost Shops of Heavitree

¢ KNP dz3a K 2 dzi 0dKS
0 KS  w dimdependent
shops could be foundn
almost every street. There
were no supermarkets, and
in Heavitree you would have
had to go all the way into
Exeter to visit larger shops
like the Devon and Somerset
Stores Marks and Spencer
or  Woolworths.  Most
people would visit shops
daily, and wereearved at the counter, rather than helping themselves. Goods would
be weighed, sliced and parcelled up by hand, until branded, rpadikaged goods
began to become available.
Rationing due to WWII tied people to their local corner shdys by the 1950s, self
service stores (later known as supermarkétz)l begun to open. This, in addition to
more and more people owning fridges and cars, led to the idea of the 'weekly shop’,
and the beginning of the decline of the small corner shops.
Heavitree holds the ghosts of many lost shops. Many live on only in the memories
of people who used to shop there (for example the corner shop that used to be at
the bottom of my street, Regent Square. It shows no evidence of ever being anything
other than a house, but many older residents still remember shogpihere).
Others still reveal des that they were once shopbe it in the shape of a window,
or an old advertisement on the side of the building
I've put together a few examples for y@please nade - | might not be right about
all of them, and will certainly have missed many djit
After searching the Exeter Memories Facebook page, I've also included some
people's memories of shops that have since disappeared. | haven't included Fore
Street, as wehave our retailing records for that (available on our website) and
wanted to concentrate on smaller, corner shops. Thank you to Ray Hall for taking
some of the photos, and for helping me identify many of the shops.
Do you remember shopping in any of theseyecall any others?
BAKER STREET
- Ashopat the top whichwas run by a Jewish lady and her husband.
BARRACK ROAD
- Dykes
BONNINGTON GROVE
- Alittle grocery shop at the bottom. Called Mizens in the 50s and 60s. | ihink
becameH A & M A Jonegrocery.

CHARIROAD

- Tellings grocery shop on corner with Nicholas
Avenue (photo on the lef} 'J.P. Telling did
some super magic tricks, and apparently had
= half a thumb missing. He also had a hobby of
breeding exotic fishAs a kid | could only ever
afford a basic goldfish from him, but they
generally lived a long timeLater known as
Chard Road News.

- Chards sweet shopn corner of Whipton
Lane now Quickprint At various times run by
Col. Himbury, Philps, Bissedtso sold fireworks .

At one timehad a small library you could borrov
books from! :
- Dawsons groceryo the right of Chardgphoto |
on the right) Existed until arly 2000s,when
Quickprint expaded from neighbouring
premises

- ChardRoadPost Officeon theright hand corner &
of Chard Road and Nicholas &ad, opposite
Tellings (photo below)

EAST WONFORD HILL

- The former chemists on East Wonford Hill,
now an aquatics shofphoto below)

- Fitzroys 'the little shop with the big stotk

| 2
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FIRST AVENUE

- Agrocers and butchers

HOKER ROAD

- David's

HOMEFIELD ROAD

- Capels oCastles, then FortesChip Shop openuntil around 1970 or scOne lady

remembersUsed to get @ worth of chips and gribbles after Guides

- A bakers shortlived'but the lady made the BESTulginuts.'

- Hodgsors shoe repairsiust around the corner from Forer&t, by the church'He
used to sit in the window of theshop with his assistant, next up to Thorr@s




