1790 started building Stover canal to Teignmouth, to the docks built
by the Templers. It started at Jetty Marsh but only got as far as

Ventiford. He married Mary Buller in 1776 and they had. 11 children.

Current photos of the canal show it to be in serious disrepair, but
when new it greatly increased the ball clay industry.

James II died in 1813 and is also buried in Teigngrace church. The
estate passed to his son George, who saw the benefit of transporting

the granite from Hey Tor to the canal and so he organised the building

of the granite railway from the quarries down to the canal at Stover.

Sadly George was no businessman, preferring social activities
instead. He founded the South Devon Hunt and Teignbridge Cricket
Club, and Stover became the centre for socialising. He was
something of a poet and his wife Ann Wreford, whom he married

after she had presented him with 6 children, had a ‘very sweet’ voice.

Eventually, in 1829 he had to sell the estate and it went to the Duke
of Somerset.

George disappeared for some time but later reappeared and built a
new, very modest house, near Newton Abbott, His second wife,

Charlotte (daughter of Sir John Kinnaway of Escott) outlived him and

after his death in1843, she moved back to Escott House. George

fathered six illegitimate children with Ann and made provision for all

of them. The two he fathered with Charlotte were presumably
provided for by Charlotte herself.

In all, 1765-1829, some 64 years, was the total length of time that the

Templers were associated with Stover.
Stover House is now a private girls’ school and has been well
preserved.

Margaret Wannell

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree Local History Society.
Acting Editor : Michael Smith, 14 Whitchurch Avenue, Exeter EX2 SNU
email : msmith6104@tiscali.co.uk Tel. 01392 661244
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I am pleased to be able to tell you that Den Perrin is back home and
hopes to be able to attend the meeting in June, but does not feel able
to resume his active role in the Society at present, so I will continue
as Acting Secretary until the AGM in September.

The next meeting of the Society will be held on
Wednesday 5t June, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

As usual it will be held in the Rifford Room, which is entered at the
east end of St. Michael & All Angels Church, Church Street,
Heavitree.

The speaker, Alan Dolley, will be showing a selection from his
extensive collection of Images of Exeter 1880 - 1950.

The AGM of the Society will be on 4th September and we will need
to appoint a Chairman, Secretary, Membership Secretary, Treasurer,
Newsletter Editor and Web Master. It is important for the long term
future of the Society that we share these tasks as much as possible,
rather than relying on one or two individuals, so if you feel able to
help in any of these positions please let me know. I can be contacted
at msmith6104@tiscali.co.uk or at 14 Whitchurch Avenue, Exeter
EX2 5SNU.




The Future of the Society

Because of a fall in membership and the increased cost of halls and
speakers, at the AGM on 4th September we will need to discuss and
agree measures to ensure the continuing viability of the Society. In
order to give everybody a chance to think about the options before
the meeting, the following is a summary of the facts and some
possibilities.

We currently have 33 members paying £5 each, providing an annual
income of £165. Visitors currently pay £1 to attend meetings, which
has amounted to £7 in the current year. These are our only sources of
income, amounting to a total of £172 this year.

The cost of the Rifford Room is £30 for an evening, and speakers
expenses range from £20 to £50, therefore the cost of 4 meetings each
year is in the region of £250. The cost of producing and distributing
the Newsletter 4 times per year is approximately £12.

Our public liability insurance is included in our subscription to the
British Association for Local History, which is currently £65 per year.
This means that we currently have an annual deficit of £155.

Possible ways of reducing this deficit are :

Increasing the number of members.

Increasing the membership fee. An increase to £10 has been
suggested, which would almost cover current costs if all 33 members
renewed, but an increase may result in some members not renewing.
Increasing the charge for visitors. This should be set at a rate which
means it costs less to be a member than to pay as a visitor.

Finding a cheaper meeting room. We have not been able to find
anywhere suitable at less cost.

Finding cheaper public liability insurance.

Reducing the number of meetings, or not always having a speaker.
This is your society and we want to ensure that it continues in the
way you want, therefore if you can let me have any ideas or
suggestions by 5th August I will include them in the Newsletter prior
to the AGM.

Beating the Bounds of Heavitree Parish

On Saturday 15th June, Terry Bound will be leading a walk around
the old Heavitree parish boundary, during which a check will be made
of the nine surviving boundary stones. The History Society has been
organising this walk every three years since 1975 and it was felt that
it should also take place this year as one of the events to
commemorate the centenary of the annexation of Heavitree by Exeter
in 1913.

Although the original boundary was 20 miles long, because of
modern developments the route we now follow is 14 miles in total. If
you would like to join the walk but are unable to walk the full route
there are a number of points where the route will be close to bus
routes, enabling you to walk part of it. The walk will start at 9.00 a.m.
from the boundary stone on the corner of Heavitree Fore Street and
Polsloe Road., and we expect to be at Mile Lane (Valley Park) at
11.00, Clyst St. Mary bridge at 13.00, Salmon Pool at 15.00, and
back at Livery Dole at 16.00. The route passes a number of
interesting buildings, includes extensive views from Stoke Hill and
still has some quiet footpaths and lanes. If you intend to join the walk
( there were groups of over 50 in the 1970s ), please let Terry know
and where you will be meeting us ( Tel. 01392 435303 or email

terry.hazel@blueyondet.co.uk ).

The following is an extract from a booklet published in 2007 by the
Heavitree Local History Society entitled “Heavitree Parish Boundary
Stones — A Guided Walk”.

Many people living in today's Exeter are probably unaware that until
1913 Heavitree was not part of the city of Exeter, but was a
neighbouring parish. For at least a thousand years prior to 1913, when
it was annexed by Exeter, Heavitree parish, which included Polsloe,
Stoke Hill, Whipton, Broadfields and Wonford, looked after its own
affairs. It has been suggested that the site of its parish church, St.
Michael and All Angels, was one of the earliest Christian sites in



Devon.

The administrative area known as a parish appears in King Alfred's
laws and had both spiritual and secular functions. As land owners and
residents had to pay a tithe or tax to their parish church it was
essential that the vicar and church officials knew the precise extent of
their parish. The parish gradually became the accepted local
government unit below the county and was given responsibility for
administering the poor law acts, highway maintenance and enforcing
the law.

The need to define and defend individual and group territorial
boundaries seems to be a basic human instinct that is also found in
many animals. The practice of marking land boundaries with physical
objects such as wooden posts or stones has lasted for at least 3000
years ( see Deuteronomy 19:14 ) and Tudor boundary stones marking
Heavitree's parish boundaries can still be seen.

But boundary stones or markers rarely defined every bend and kink in
parish boundaries and as accurate maps only became widely available
in the late 19th century parish councils used a technique to define and
identify boundaries which dated back to ancient Greece and the
Romans. It went under the name of 'beating the bounds'.

Throughout the country vicars and parish officials led a group of their
parishioners, including in many places young boys, around their
parish boundary. Each boundary stone or significant bend in the
boundary was struck with a willow wand or a rock. In many parishes
a boy was raised by the ankles and his head bounced on the stone or
on the ground. The reasoning was that making young boys witness
and take part in the ceremony would ensure the survival of the group
memory and they would make convincing witnesses if a boundary
dispute was ever brought to court.

Perambulating Heavitree's twenty-mile boundary took most of the
day and regular stops for refreshments were required. On returning to
the church an ale-feast was often held. Many parishioners used the

occasion as an excuse to get drunk and misbehave. It is perhaps no
coincidence that the word 'bounder' means a cad or person of
objectionable manners. The beating of the bounds traditionally took
place on Rogation Sunday, but in an attempt to avoid fights that often
broke out when groups of high spirited semi-intoxicated youths from
neighbouring parishes met, some churches switched the ceremony to
their church's dedication day.

Some of the stones which marked the boundary of Heavitree parish
have been in existence for many centuries, but in 1897 the Heavitree
Urban District Council celebrated Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee
by erecting some additional stones and reviving the beating the
bounds ceremony. The ceremony lapsed after the 1913 annexation,
but in 1975 local enthusiasts revived the boundary beating tradition
and have repeated it at three year intervals.

Heavitree Fun Day

We are planning to have a table display at the Heavitree Fun Day in
Heavitree Pleasure Ground on Monday 26™ August. We hope to use
Den's gazebo and the maps and photographs he has displayed at
previous Fun Days. We also hope to have some publicity for the
Heavitree 1913 Annexation Centenary Exhibition. We will be
erecting the display from 10 a.m., to be ready for the Fun Day
activities which will go on from 12 to 5. If you can help with setting
up the display or can spend an hour on the stall please contact
Michael Smith. Visitors to the Fun Day often find the History Society
display brings back memories and you will have some very
interesting conversations.



Heavitree 1913 Annexation Centenary Exhibition

The group organising the Heavitree 1913 Annexation Centenary
Exhibition have reviewed a selection of photographs and pictures
offered for display at the exhibition and selected those most suitable.
They are still interested in any items you may have which are related
to life in Heavitree up to 1913, and if you have anything you think
may be suitable or would be able to help at the exhibition on 6th
November please get in touch with Viv Rowe ( Tel. 01392 218379 or
email viv-rowe@blueyonder.co.uk ).

The next meeting of the group is at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 8" July at
the United Reformed Church, Heavitree Fore Street and anybody
who would like to become involved in this project is welcome.

The Mary Rose

Some of you will have seen the live television broadcasts of the
raising of the Mary Rose in 1982. The Mary Rose, Henry VIII's
flagship, sank in 1545 during an engagement with a French invasion
fleet two kilometres from the entrance to Portsmouth Harbour and
was not discovered until 1971.

The Friends of Heavitree Church are arranging an evening at which a
member of the team who have worked on the restoration of the Mary
Rose will be describing the project and will be bringing some of the
artifacts recovered. The presentation will be on Saturday 16th
September at St. Michael's School, South Lawn Terrace from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m.. The ticket price of £6 (£4 for under 16) will include a
finger buffet and there will be a licensed bar. Tickets will be available
from 1* August and can be obtained from Hilda Mitchelmore,

65a Salters Road, Heavitree EX2 5JQ ( Tel. 01392 279104 )

You have seen it on television, now you have a chance of actually
seeing some of the items.

The Templers of Stover

At the meeting of the Society on 10th April, Geoffrey Harding,
Chairman of the Exeter branch of the Devonshire Association, gave
an illustrated talk about the Templer family.

The Templer family originated from North Petherton, Somerset. Two
branches of the family moved to Exeter, one taking up residence at
Salmon Pool House and its farm, the other branch moving to the West
Quarter of Exeter, notorious for its overcrowding and slums.

James Templer, the son of Thomas, a brazier in Shilhay, and Grace
Templer, was born in Exeter in 1722. He went to St. John’s Hospital
School in the High Street and was apprenticed to a builder but ran
away when he was 17, reputedly to India to work for the East India
Company, but there are no records to support this. He returned in
1745, aged 25, with a large fortune made under mysterious
circumstances, still not understood today. He married Mary Parlby,
daughter of one of his business partners and lived in Rotherhithe,
Kent. They had 7 children.

He later paid £50,000 to be released from his apprenticeship and
moved back to Devon, looking for an estate. In 1765 he bought the
Stover estate, built a new house, drained the land and landscaped the
grounds. The clay from the ball clay pits was taken to Teignmouth
and shipped to the potteries.

The house was built with granite from his own quarries at Hey Tor.
In 1782 James died from drinking poor water. His wife died 1n 1784
and they were both interred in Teigngrace church, designed and built

by his sons using granite from his quarries at Hey Tor

James II , the eldest son, inherited the estate in its entirety and in



