Heavitree Centenary Exhibition

A working group of Barbara Farrell, Olwen Foggin, Robin Estoe, Tony Langmead, Hilda
Mitchelmore, Den Perrin, Vivienne Rowe and Margaret Wannell has started planning an
exhibition to show life in Heavitree up to 1913, when it became part of Exeter.

The exhibition will be set up in St. Michael’s School, South Lawn Terrace, which has been
booked for Friday 1% November and Saturday 2nd November. The Exhibition will be open
to the public from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m., and refreshments will be sold from 10.30 a.m. to
3 p.m. We will need at least two stewards in the hall and a form is enclosed with this
newsletter on which you can indicate if you would be able to help.

Barbara Farrell and Olwen Foggin have arranged for a grant of £246.83 from Devon
County Council towards the cost of the exhibition, which will be a great help as the Society
does not have funds to cover this type of project.

Barbara Farrell has arranged to borrow display boards from Exeter Voluntary Services, and
it is proposed to make a £10 donation to them in appreciation.

A display from St. Michael and All Angels Church is being arranged by Rev. Estoe.

A display from the United Reformed Church is being arranged by Tony Langmead.

The children at St. Michael’s Church of England Primary School are completing a project
on the I-Ilgher Cemetery and it has been agreed that this will be included in the exhibition.
Viv Rowe is gathering information about the Policing of Heavitree at that time.
Information is also being sought about the Fire Service, the council staff houses in Church
Street, Heavitree pubs, the mortuary, the abbatoir and the forge off North Street.

Alan Dolley will be contacted to see if we can use any of his collection of Heavitree
photographs and if he would be prepared to give some slide shows. The Express & Echo
and the Devon Heritage Centre may also have photographs of Heavitree which we will be
able to use in the exhibition. If you know of anyone who has any old photographs of
Heavitree or any interesting items from that period please pass the details on to Margaret
Wannell (01392 250716) or Viv Rowe (01392 218379).

The exhibition will be advertised in the Express & Echo, the Parish magazine, in What's
On columns in local magazines and on the Heavitree Community Assocmtlon noticeboard.
The next meeting of the Group will be at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 24™ April at the United
Reformed Church, and if you can help with this project in any way please come along.

Dates of next meetings of the Society : Wednesday 5 June

Wednesday 4™ September (AGM)
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Unfortunately Den Perrin has been admitted to hospital for
investigations and assessment. We hope he will soon be fully

recovered, but meanwhile I will have a go at producing a
Newsletter. Mike Smith

The next meeting of the Society will be held on
Wednesday 10" April, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

As usual it will be held in the Rifford Room, which is entered at
the east end of St. Michael & All Angels Church, Church Street,
Heavitree.

The speaker, Geoffrey Harding, Chairman of the Exeter Branch
of the Devonshire Association, will give a talk about the Templer
family who built Stover House in 1777 and which they owned
until 1829.



100 Years of Advertising o

At the meeting on 12" December Roger Brien, Librarian at the Devon and
Exeter Institution, gave an illustrated talk about the development of
advertising over the last 100 years.

Everybody is influenced by advertising, which may be for a new product,

a new service, a miracle cure, a way of achieving everlasting life and beauty
or just to keep a brand name in front of the public.

In contrast to newspapers today, 100 years ago the front page was entirely
devoted to advertisements, many of which were relating to beauty products
and fashion items, as at that time it was thought that women were far more
likely to be influenced by advertising. Blank walls were used for painting
permanent advertisements. Some early examples of these are still visible in
Exeter and hopefully are being photographed before they are removed.
Another form in which more permanent advertisements were displayed was
in the use of enamel colours on a metal base. These have become
collectable items, but there are still examples in their original positions.
Buses have made an ideal platform for advertisements, providing exposure
over a wide area rather than one fixed position. Cinemas have always
shown advertisements, initially still frames but then films, which continues
today, along with the growth in television advertising. A highlight of the
presentation was a film advertising a brand of chocolate, which we were
then able to sample from a box passed around the audience.

Some of the adverts for new housing developments, the growth in the
railways, holiday destinations and leisure activities led to a more artistic
type of advert produced by leading artists, which are now collected and
displayed as works of art.

The wide range of examples shown by Roger Brien showed how advertisers
are always looking for technological developments to give them fresh ways
of getting their message across. We see this continuing today with the use
of the Internet, applications on smart phones, and with the development of
screen technology the ability to display sophisticated adverts anywhere.

o

Heavitree House by John Gendall ( 1789 - 1865 )

Killerton House, the National Trust property near Exeter, is in the process of
creating a new library to replace the Baring Gould collection of books which have
gone to the University. Last year an appeal was launched for people to donate
books and the response has been very gratifying. I was particularly pleased to see
‘Handbook for Travellers in Spain’ in two volumes first published in 1845, and
also ‘Gatherings in Spain’ published in 1846 by our own Richard Ford, who lived
at Heavitree House and is buried in Heavitree churchyard. These were seminal
books and started a genre of travel guides.

Serendipity always fascinates me and there is a link with Killerton, in that John
Gendall, ‘Exeter’s Forgotten Artist’, painted Ford in his Moorish garden circa

1843 with Heavitree House in the background, and twelve years earlier had painted
scenes at Killerton for the 10" Baronet. The picture of Heavitree House is now ina
private collection and was last seen at RAMM in 1979. It shows Ford holding his
pet macaw, with his second wife Eliza Cranstoun by his side.

Frank Potter



