The Glory of Devon’s
Churches

At our meeting in June Dr
Todd Gray came to talk about
his latest book, ‘Devon’s Fifty
Best Churches’. Over the years
this prolific local historian has
written many books on many
different subjects. His aim has
always been to shed new light
on them by going back to
original sources.

In this instance he reckoned
he travelled 11,000 miles,
visiting all 475 churches and
had great difficulty in whittling
them down to fifty.

Omissions were inevitable,
but the many colour pictures
show he has done a good job.
The book brings home the
historical value of these old
buildings which local people
sometimes fail to realise.

Most churches are living ,
evolving buildings serving the
needs of their parishes and
must of necessity adapt to
modern times, but, as Todd
pointed out, in some cases they
also represent 1,000 years of
history. He made a plea for
PCCs’ to be sympathetic to the
ancient fabric and to conserve
our heritage.

In the 19thC. much medieval
work was swept aside, rood

screens and box pews were
scrapped and only priests
such as the Rev. Sabine
Baring Gould managed to
save some wonderful
carvings. The Exeter
sculptor. Harry Hems was
also prominent in this
endeavour.

In his discursive and
entertaining talk Todd
mentioned many churches -
too many to enumerate in
this report. He omits the
Cathedral as that is well
documented, but it does
exhibit many features found
in the smaller Diocesan
churches. He has also
omitted small historic pieces
as he has no wish to make
his book a ‘thieves charter’.
Many parishioners appear to
be unaware of the value of
these items.

Todd’s book costs £15 :00
and is selling well, so well
that it is likely to be
reprinted before the end of
the year. I have probably
been in most of the churches
except perhaps those in
North Devon, but the book
certainly opened my eyes to
many unique features that
could easily be missed.

Frank Potter
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T;he Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on

Wednesday, 5* September, commencing at 7:30 pm.

It will be

held in the Rifford Room, which is entered at the east end of St
Michaels & All Angels Church, Church Street, Heavitree.
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The AGM is an opportunity
for members to raise any topic
which they think may be
helpful to the Society. It is
also the time when officers for
the next 12 months are
elected. Those currently in
post are:- Chairman, Vivienne
Rowe, Secretary, Den Perrin,
and Treasurer, Mike Smith
Treasurer. They are prepared
to continue but members are
free to nominate other
candidates at the meeting.

This newsletter was published by the
Heavitree Local History Society.
Chairman: Vivienne Rowe
Secretary: Den Perrin,

4 Homefield Road, Exeter EX1 208
Tel.01392 216395

Email dennis.perrin@sky.com

At the conclusion of business Dr
Tegwin Harris will give a talk

entitled ‘River Exe Discoveries’.
sje ok 3k¢ ofe o ok ok ¢ ofe ok

Reorganisation!

The Devon Record Office and West
Country Studies have been merged
and become the ‘Devon Heritage
Centre’ on the Sowton Indusrrial
Estate. The Centre is closed on
Mondays and its email address is :-
www.devon.uk/dhcdevelop

Subscriptions are now due. If you
wish to continue your membership
please return the enclosed form and
cheques or cash for £5;00 to the

Secretary.



Davy Family, Heavitree to
Jamaica

September 2011 saw a meeting in
Topsham of Davy family relatives
from Britain, Jamaica and
Australia. They were all
descended from the Davy family
of Heavitree who were later
scattered across the British
Empire.

They visited Waring Bowen
House, Gulpit Cottages and Mare
Farm all of which have links with
the Davy family.

Mare Farm had been occupied
by James Davy before his move to
Wear Barton Farm in1760 and
then by his brother Gaius.

In Jamaica members of the
family visited Heavy Tree, a
former coffee plantation founded
by the Davys. Here they met
mixed-race descendants of the
Davy family.

Gillian Allen
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Diary Dates

H.L.H. Meetings

Wednesday 12 December 2012
Wednesday 5 June, 2013
Wednesday 4™ September 2013
(Annual General Meeting)

Retailing, Fore Street,

Heavitree

Since September 2008 the Society

has been recording details of the
occupiers in Fore Street. The
following table shows changes
during the last 12 months.
South Side
2011 2012
30 AkwabaCb  Akwaba Cb
H’tree Tandori Pizza 1 Vitta
32 C.W Keys C.W Keys
34 Uber Barber Uber Barber
36 Nail Creations Nail Creations
38 Post Office Post Office
40 Orient Fish Bar Orient Fish Bar
42 Great Wall Great Wall
44 Leymans Leymans
46 Eddys Eddys
48 The Bengal The Bengal
The Heavitree The Heavitree
Church Street
Ship & Pelican  Ship & Pelican
56 3 Vit-D 3Vit-D
58 Zealous Hair ~ Zealous Hair
60 vacant Bizarre, bric a
bac
62 vacant Bizarre,bric a
bac
64/66 City Vets City Vets
68 Posh Paws Posh Paws
70/72 Northcott ~ Northcott
Beaton Beaton
74 Tax Asst. Co  Tax Asst. Co
76/78 Gun Shop  Gun Shop
82/84 Cutting Edge Cutting Edge
88 Quo Vadis Quo Vadis
Sivell Place
90 Devon Air Amb. Devon Air Amb
92 Superwash Superwash
98 Anna Maries Anna Maries
100 Brocks Brocks

North Side
2011 2012
43 Coral Coral

45/47 Fulfords Fulfords
49 Light of India  Light of India

North Street

51 Blockbusters Blockbusters
55 NatWest Bank NatWest Bank

59 Lloyds Pharm, Lloyds Pharmacy

61 Heavitreee Radio H’tree Radio

63 Co-Operative  Co-operative

65 Lloyds Bank  Lloyds Bank

67 Cobblers Cobblers

69 Blind Charity  Blind Charity

71 Shauls Bakery Shauls Bakery

Regent Square

73/75 Force Charity Force Charity

77 Body Style Body Style
Royal Oak Royal Oak
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Drink! The Ruin of the

Working Classes

In a somewhat ill-favoured
spot in the Higher Cemetery
lies the grave of one James
Shapland, who died on 4™
February, 1908, aged 65.

In the report of his funeral in
the Exeter Flying Post. There is
a long account of the
deceased’s life and it is
amazing the number of
mourners who attended from
all over Devon.

The interesting fact about
him is that he was for 34 years
a staunch Rechabite, which

was an extreme temperance
society founded in 1832 on the
Isle Of Man. It spread to
Manchester and then south.

He joined in 1874 and held
numerous offices in the
Society. He is credited with
enrolling Frederick Temple,
the Bishop of Exeter who later
became the Archbishop of
Canterbury, together with the
bishop’s wife.

The origins go back to
Biblical times. Chapter 35 of
Jeremiah has an account of
how they refused wine when
offered because Jonadab, son
of Rechab, decreed that they
were not to drink wine or
cultivate vines or any other
crops but were to live a
nomadic existence and to live
in tents rather than houses.

The Rechabites were also
linked with the Total
Abstinence Society. Obviously
binge drinking is not a new
phenomenon and scenes of
debauchery in Georgian and
Victorian England were
graphically illustrated by
artists such as Hogarth, Gillray
and Rowlandson. Perhaps we
could do with a revival of the
Rechabite movement

Frank Potter



Heavitree Local History Society
Annual General Meeting
5™ September 2012

Secretary’s Report

Although there was a slight drop in membership during the year, attendance at the
Society’s meeting enjoyed a slight increase. The change in venues, from the school to
the Rifford Room seemed successful although one or two members mentioned that
the access, down two steps, was a problem and others found car-parking difficult.

Despite my poor health during the year the Society mounted three successful displays
at Polsloe, the Pleasure Ground and Fore Street.

Organising the commemoration of the 1913 Annexation has made little progress to
date but this can be discussed at the AGM.

Den Perrin



Heavitree Local History Society

Annual Accounts for the period 01.09.11 - 31.08.
12

2010/11 2011/12

Opening Balance

618.52 359.92

Income

Subscriptions

240.00 205.00

Donations

41.00 5.00

Book Sales

0.00 4.00

Sale of Exeter Civic Society book

12.00 0.00

Total Income 293.00 214.00
911.52 573.92

Expenditure

Photocopying

31.20 7.65

Postage

55.20 22.32

Stationery

4.00 6.82

British Assoc. for Local History

58.00 58.00

St Michaels School

50.00 0.00

Heavitree PCC

240.00 0.00

Speakers

40.00 105.00

Exeter Civic Society(Book Sales)

48.20 0.00

Gift Voucher for David MOrrish

25.00 0.00

Total Expenditure 551.60 199.79

Closing Balance 359.92 374.13

Notes on the Accounts

1. Although the balance has increased by
£14.21 over the year, £120 for the cost of room
hire for the four meetings in 2011/12 had been
prepaid in 2010/11.

2. The subscriptions represent a membership of
47 in 2010/11 and 41 in 2011/12.

3. If the income and expenditure remain at the
same level, after including room hire costs in
2012/13, there is likely to be a deficit of £100.
There is sufficient balance in the account to
cover this but for the longer term we will need
to consider alternative ways of achieving a
balance between income and expenditure by
increasing income or reducing expenditure.



