A Son of Devon

At our June meeting we
welcomed Susie Hewitt, the
daughter of Professor W.G.
Hoskins. Her subject was
‘Snippets from the life of a
Devon Historian’.

Hoskins was born in his
grandfather’s house at 54 (now
28) St David’s Hill on 22" May
1908, now commemorated by a
blue plaque. His father was a
baker and the family home was
in Little Silver a self contained
enclave of artisans dwellings off
Richmond Road.

He had a happy childhood in
this idyllic corner of Exeter. He
attended Hoopern Street Infants
School and then Episcopal
before winning a scholarship to
Hele’s School in 1918.

From there he went on to study
at the University College of the
South West, then in Gandy
Street, obtaining a degree in
Economics. He was unable to
follow his true love of history as
he had dropped Latin, then a
prerequisite.

He obtained a post at Leicester
University where he was able to
indulge his passion
for local history and the
development of the English
landscape. This was temporarily
brought to an end in 1941 when
he spent the war years in

London as a statistician.

In 1946 he resumed his
career at Leicester where his
talent blossomed and books
began to flow from his fertile
brain. He wrote a booklet for
the Festival of Britain in 1951
and contributed to the Shell
Guide to Great Britain.

In that year he moved to
Oxford and Susie recalled a
visit by John Betjeman, who
reversed his car over Hoskin’s
beautiful manicured lawn.

He returned to Exeter in 1965
and turned his attention to the
city of his birth and the county
of Devon. He sat as a Liberal
councillor for St Leonards to try
to reign in the City Council’s
modernistic tendencies.

In the 1970°s Hoskins
undertook two series of TV
programmes about the English
landscape. It was a gruelling
task and as a result his health
suffered.

Towards the end of his life his
appetite for research diminished
but he will be long remembered
for his many books.

He died in January 1992.
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The next meeting of the Society will be held on Wednesday,

7" December, commencing at 7:30 pm. It will be held in the
Rifford Room, which is entered at the east end of St Michael
& All Angels Church, Church Street, Heavitree.

The speaker at this meeting is Roger Thorne, a Heavitree resident and
President of the Devon Association, who will give a talk entitled

‘Heaven and Heavitree’

Devon Record Office

The Society has been invited to
book a table at an educational
‘Open Day’ at the DRO, Sowton on
Saturday, 17" March, 2012 (10am
to 4pm).

Admission is free and light
refreshments and free car parking
are available.

Anyone interested should contact
Den Perrin (tel. 216395) asap

Diary Dates

Wednesday, 7" December 2011
Tuesday, 6™ March, 2012
Tuesday, 26" June, 2012
Wednesday, 5" September, 2012

Secretary’s Health Bulletin
I was unable to attend the
September meeting as I spent
two weeks in the RD&E
Hospital with a severe bout of
Cellulosis. I would like to
thank all those who expressed
concern and offered help,
especially those who worked
so hard to rescue the meeting.
I’m now operating at about
75%

Den Perrin



Absolutely Fabulous :
A-Z of Exeter’s History.
A talk by Simon Timms

Simon started his talk by saying that he
had decided on Exeter rather than
specifically Heavitree. Local heritage
was a more important consideration
than national and was there to touch
and feel. He intended to get away from
the Saxon and Roman past, although he
did produce an Athelred coin which
represented over 1000 years of history.
What followed was a very entertaining
account of the alphabet applied around
Exeter.

A = Arches. The old Exe bridge dating
from 1200. A deserving entrance to old
Exeter.

B = Bartholomews Yard. Overlooking
the catacombs and Mount Dinham. First
new cemetery in Exeter when Cathedral
ground was full.

C = George Cudmore. One of the many
people executed in the City. Poisoned
his wife. Skin used to bind a book.

D = Duke of Exeter’s daughter. The
torture rack. Danes Castle. When SWW
replaced the Howell Road reservoir it
left the ramparts of the old reservoir
and created a new park. King Stephen
bombarded Rougemont from this hill.

E = Elephant. A wooden carved

elephant now in the Cathedral’s
north choir An exotic animal
only seen previously in the
Tower of London in the 13"
century.

F = Flying Post. A local
newspaper 1763 - 1917

G = Bishop John Grandison.
Buried in small chapel to side of
West front door.

H = Heavitree. Mentioned in the
Domesday Book in 1086. Will
soon reach centenary of
annexation by Exeter in 1913,
Heavitree stone used by the
Romans and still seen today.

I = Iron Bridge. Built in 1836.
The Flying Post called it a
lasting monumental folly and a
waste of expenditure.

J = Margaret Jackson. Pioneer in
birth control. First clinic held in
1930 in the Co-Operative
Education Room in Sidwell
Street. A house is named after
her on Barnfield Hill.

K = Killerton. An estate on the
outskirts of Exeter, but for how
much longer? The population of
Exeter has doubled since 1931.

L = Lectern in St Thomas’s

Church. Dating to 14" century. Used
to be in the Cathedral. The oldest
lectern surviving anywhere.

M = George Monk. A portrait in the
Guildhall of a man who was a
Parliamentarian and after
incarceration changed sides and was
a prime mover in getting Charles 11
back in power.

N - Northernhay Gardens. Laid out in
1612 and reputed to be the oldest
public gardens in the UK.

O = Olympics. In 1948 the Olympic
torch was carried up Heavitree Fore
Street on its way to the Torquay
sailing events. England still reigning
Olympic champions having beaten
France in last match held in Paris in
1900.

P = Parliament Street. Narrowest
street in Exeter.

Q = Quercus x hispanica
’Lucombeana’. In 1762 Mr Lucombe
created this tree by crossing two
specimens, It is non deciduous and
has cork like bark.

R = Romans. A Roman road to
Dorchester was uncovered when the
Axminster bypass was being built
across the marshes. It was wider than
the new road being built! A bath
house was also

uncovered during the 1970’s
when a proposed underground
car park was being excavated
in front of the Cathedral.

S = Sickspitch. (variable
spelling) A family farmed the
same 60 acres 1180 to 1806. It
was on the River Clyst and
Darts Farm is now on the site.
Opposite is a very old house.

U = Underground Passages.
Well known as a tourist
attraction.

V = Theodore Harvey. A
clergyman born in 1863, who
tried to sign on to serve in
WWI1. Eventually joined the
Lincolnshire Regt. And
patrolled no-man’s land
looking for casualties.
Awarded DSC, MC, and VC.
He died October 1918.

W = Devon wrestling. Devon
wrestlers used studded boots
to inflict injury on their
opponents. Abraham Cann
from near Crediton was
Champion of England in the
1820’s.

Margaret Wannell



