Breton craftsmen in early
Tudor Devon. A talk by John
Allan.

The talk started by referring to Richard
Ford, noted for his ‘Guide to Spain’ and
his connection with Heavitree House,
which stood in the shadow of the parish
church. In it were wooden sculptures
which had been rescued from an earlier
building in South Street, King John’s
Tavern, which, demolished in the
1830’s, dated back to the 1520’s.

These sculptures are now in the Cloister
Museum in New York. How they got
there is unknown, but the cost to the
museum was enormous and they
represent a very rare example of
medieval woodworking,

This drawing also shows the unusual
design of the frontage which was
demonstrated as being very similar in
design to houses of a similar age found
in Morlaix, Brittany. Joists supporting
upper floors were taken through the
front wall and formed part of the
decorative plaster and woodwork on the
front.

Also inside King John’s Tavern, and
pictured in a further contemporary
drawing, is the unusual layout and
positioning of the staircase behind the
principle rooms, round a central upright
with galleries reaching up the whole
height of the house, allowing guests to
look down on other visitors.

This again is a design feature found in
houses in Morlaix, and examples can be
seen in the Vand A Museum in London
and the \st Louis Museum USA.

As a whole Devon was very
rich in wood carvings and
further examples of Breton
craftsmanship can be found in
the rood screens and par close
screens in churches in
Bradninch, Brushford,
Coldridge and Colebrook.
Some of the panels show that
they were produced elsewhere
and “fitted” on site.

The intricate and delicate
carvings are quite different to
English work and again, are
very similar to work found in
Brittany.

Holbeton church has an
intricate and delicate rood
screen and rood loft, but
unfortunately, this ornate
carving seems to vanish in the
late 16" century.

Carved stone and wooden
angels were also introduced, as
were ‘scaly and hairy’
monsters, again with great
similarity to those found in
Brittany.

The Lay Subsidy Rolls of
1524-1527 show large
numbers of ‘alien” immigrants
in Devon, bringing varied skills
with them and Little Bretagne
in Exeter would have housed
several of them. They were
generally called John Britton
and would have used a similar
language to that of the locals.

Margaret Wannell

avitree

cal
istory

ciety

Newsletter No. 45

June 2011

The next meeting of the Society will be held on Wednesday,
29" June, commencing at 7:30 pm. It will be held in the new
venue, the Rifford Room, which is entered at the east end of St
Michaels & All Angels Church, Church Street, Heavitree.

The speaker at this meeting is Susie Hewitt, a member of the Society
and daughter of Professor W.G. Hoskins, who will give a talk entitled
‘Snippets from the life of a Devon historian®.

Olympic Games 1948

In 1948 the Olympic yachting events
were held in Torquay and the Olympic
Flame was carried by Devon athletes
along the A303. It stopped overnight in
Heavitree and the next day was carried to
the Guildhall and then on to Torquay.

The Society would like to investigate
whether any of these athletes, especially
those from Heavitree, are still alive. 1
would also be interested to know
whether anyone remembers the event or
was related to any of the torch bearers or
has any publicity material that may have
been distributed along the route.

Den Perrin

Diary Date

29™ August - Fun Day in
The Pleasure Grounds

21 September
Annual General Meeting
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A.J.W. Motor Cycles

The speaker at the December 2010
meeting on Exeter’s industrial past
mentioned that A.J.W. Motor Cycles
were assembled at the rear of Harry
Hems premises in Longbrook Street,
but no record of this occupation has
been found. It is known that in
1925/26 John Wheaton finally had
the opportunity to try to fulfil his
dream of building his own ‘ideal’
motor cycle.

The Wheaton family lived in
Heavitree and the first frame to
John’s design was of all-welded
construction and manufactured with
the help of George Cowd at
Heavitree Engineering who’s
premises were at the bottom of
Birchy Barton Hill in the now
demolished Heavitree Stone
building,.

This first prototype was intended to
be a one-off for his own use with no
plans for further production. It had
an Anzani 1000c.c. V-twin engine
with Jardine 4-speed gearbox and
was registered FJ4235. The petrol
tank was made by the tinsmith
Burgess who had premises in Guinea
Street behind the old Lower Market.

This first prototype was intended to
be a one-off for his own use with no
plans for further production. It had
an Anzani 1000c.c. V-twin engine
with Jardine 4-speed gearbox and
was registered FJ4235. The petrol
tank was made by the tinsmith,

Burgess who had premises in
Guinea Street behind the old Lower
Market.

John rode the machine all over the
country for a few months, covering
several thousand miles. Then, with a
side-car fitted, rode it to
Switzerland and back without
trouble.

The next big step was to enter it for
the High Speed Trials at the
Brooklands Circuit. The motor
cycling press took notice of it and a
report the following week resulted
in around 100 letters, some asking if
production was envisaged.

John’s father offered the use of a
small building off Friernhay Street at
the rear of the printing works.
Orders came in and production
began, the first being registered
FJ4759. The business grew and
continued until the outbreak of war
in 1939. During the period 1930 to
1939 John Wheaton and his small
workforce built over 1,300 motor
cycles.

John Clayton
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Beating the Bounds

On an almost perfect walking day,
when visibility was excellent, three of
us set off from Livery Dole at 9:00am
onJune 11" A Saturday was chosen
for the first time as we thought a few
more people would join us, but it did

We reached Mary Pole Head ,
where the fourth stone was found
and a small bit of clearance was all
that was needed to uncover the
largest stone on the route. We
were surprised that it was not
more obliterated, but with the dry
Spring we’ve had, it wasn’t
unexpected, I suppose.

We spent a few minutes near
Stoke Hill Farm thinking about
the golf course that was once
there and watched the permanent
deer for a few seconds. I'd
forgotten it was there, but it made
another topic of conversation. We
dawdled along the path towards
Stoke Road working out, as we
do every three years, which
settlement was Brampford Speke
or Stoke Canon and where were
the Raddon Hills, now the trees
were gone.

Our usual stop at the top of
Mincinglake Valley Park was
rewarding as most of Exeter was
spread out before us. Since 1999,
the trees and shrubs have grown
to lessen the range of view but it
was still superb. Mile Lane was
pleasantly clear of fly-tipping this
time and this long stretch of the
route without a boundary stone
was taken up by a variety of
conversation pieces, including
Norman’s experiences on the
annual 100-mile walk, Mike’s
holiday and Exeter City’s chances
next season.

Lunch was taken by the banks of
the River Clyst , accompanied by

an incessant bird-song, (I wish I could
have identified it) followed by a
conversation with a resident at Sandy
Gate who told us a tale of woe as Old
Rydon Lane was cut off for traffic. We
sympathised but we wouldn’t be
thwarted as we were walking, weren’t
we? Suffice to say we found ourselves
on the Exeter side of the obstruction
and dodged the traffic on the old by-
pass.

It was noticed that most of the main
roads which we had to cross are all
light-controlled now. This is another
stretch without reminders of
Heavitree’s borders and good time was
made until another stop at Salmon
Pool, where swans are trespassing in
the gardens of neighbouring houses.

The last two stones either side of St
Lukes College, (it will always be that to
me), were inspected via Baring
Crescent before strolling back to Livery
Dole. Norman’s GPS made the distance
14.5 miles, a little less than previous
estimates, but a figure to bear in mind
for the next time, this is likely to be in
2013, when Heavitree commemorates
its 100"™ year of being part of Exeter
City.

I wonder if there will be any more
additions to the nine boundary stones
we acknowledged this year. The last
one was uncovered nearly nine years
ago and its about time we made double
figures.

Terry Bound



