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The next meeting of the Society will be held on Wednesday,
30" March commencing at 7:30 pm. It will be held in the

new venue, the Rifford Room, which is entered at the east end
of St Michaels & All Angels Church, Church Street, Heavitree.

The speaker at this meeting is an old friend of the Society, John Allan,
and his subject is ¢ Breton craftsmen in early Tudor Devon. This
includes reference to Richard Ford and Heavitree House.

Help Required

Members will have noticed the
vacant spaces in recent
newsletters. The reason for this is
that the supply of articles has dried
up.

[ you have any jottings, short or
long, perhaps about Heavitree 50
years ago, in longhand or by email,
please let me have them.

Den Perrin

Diary Dates

11" June Beating parish
boundary.

29" June Society meeting.

21* September Annual General
Meeting
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Manholes, Motor Bikes

and Manillas. a talk by lan
Diffey on Exeter’s industrial
history.

Roman Exeter was very
small, centred round the Fore
/High/North/South Street
junction. Construction work in
Trickhay Street and artefacts
from Cathedral Close and
Goldsmith Street produced
fragments of Roman pottery
tiles and evidence of metal
working.

Iron foundries have existed
in Exeter for over 2000 years,
surprising when you consider
that there is no coal or iron or
other minerals in the area. But
at one time they employed
over 1000 people.

The woollen industry was
also very important for the
wealth of Exeter. Sheep were
abundant in the area, soft
water for washing the spun
wool and cloth was available
and dockside facilities for the
export of the wool overseas
was nearby. Leats were cut
through land reclaimed in
Saxon times and over 20 water
mills are known to have
existed. Matthew the Miller
probably lived in this area.

The same water provided
power for the paper mills,
particularly the one at
Countess Wear. Over 30 of the
country’s 425 paper mills were
concentrated in and around
Exeter. Pollard Wheaton,
printers can still be found in
Exeter.

Over 30 bell pits are known to
have existed in the city and
bells from one, Robert
Norton(1423) were hung in
many Devon churches.

Manillas. Ah yes. But they
are not the envelopes familiar
to us all. They are small
bracelet sized bronze castings
which were used as currency
over 600 years ago. In 1513
over 94 tons were received by
one West African port. A clay
mold from about 1500 was
found in Cowick Street.

And the motor bikes? The
son of A.J.Wheaton, the
printer, assembled motor bikes
in rooms at the rear of Harry
Hems’ warehouse in
Longbrook Street but the
business was moved in the
1960’s.

A car factory was proposed
in the 1930’s but luckily for us
today, the plans fell through.

Margaret Wannell

Annexation 1913

In 1913 Heavitree Urban
District Council became part of
the City & County of Exeter.
Few Heavitree residents
welcomed the change, fearing
higher rates and the loss of
independence which had lasted
for over a 1000 years.

Notwithstanding the initial
resistance the merger with
Exeter is a reality and it was
suggested at the Society’s
December meeting that the
centenary should be marked in
some way.

Any commemoration would
need to involve the City
Council and the initial response
from the Chief Executive has
been very positive. He suggests
that any exhibition in RAMM
should aim to be different to
‘Heavitree 2002’ and the
commemoration should include
community events.

Because the re-building and
re-occupation of RAMM is
reaching a critical stage it will
be several months before
discussions can commence, but
it would be helpful if Society
members could let me have any
suggestions as to the form of
any commemoration by June.
Den Perrin

Tour Guides Needed

A company has contacted the
Society enquiring whether any
of its members are interested in
becoming a paid tour guide for
overseas visitors who want to
see where and how their
ancestors lived.

Apparently no research is
required but local knowledge
and the ability to communicate
1s essential.

The company is “See Your
Past’, 7 The Close, Alwoodley,

Leeds LS17 7RD
seevourpast@gmail.com




