Exeter’s Almshouses

Geoffrey Harding, the
Secretary of Exeter Local History
Society, came to talk to us in
September. His subject was the
almshouses of Exeter. As a
surveyor by profession he has
been involved in administering
and updating thes houses for a
number of years. He told us he
was at one stage planning to
write a book about them but he
was pre-empted by Jane
Passmore, who has just published
very detailed little bokk,
profusely illustrated and full of
interest.

It must first of all be said that the
number and variety of
almshouses in the city is
staggering, when one begins to
examine them. It came as a
surprise to me that many quite
modern houses such as St
Petrock’s Close in St Leonard’s,
Flaye’s Almshouses in Pinhoe
Road and the art deco Hurst’s
Houses in Culverland Road are
classed as almshouses. The great
majority of almshouses however
are undoubtedly of Victorian
provenance, now suitably
updated for modern living. They

Present a simple dignified
fagade to the world, many with
shared front porches, but now
have rear kitchens and
bathrooms.

The origins of almshouses go
back a thousand years.
Geoffrey quoted a few
instances such as the
establishment by Simon
Grendon in 1406 of ten
dwellings for poor women in
Preston Street. They were built
originally to accommodate
single women only. The rooms
were very small with no frills.
There was frequently a chapel
attached and attendance was
compulsory. Geoffrey
described many other such
houses and space precludes
mentioning them all. Exeter
was well blessed with
almshouses, all stemming from
‘the stream which flows from
the fountain of charity’.

For those wishing to know
more | can recommend Jane
Passmore’s book, priced at a
modest £7:95.
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The next meeting of the Society on will be held on Wednesday,
8" December and will commence at 7:30pm.

It will will be held in a new venue, the Rifford Room, which is
at the eastern entrance of St Michael and All Angels Church,
Church Street, Heavitree.

The speaker at this meeting
is Heavitree resident, Ian
Diffey, who will describe
Exeter’s industrial history
from the Romans to the
present day.

Diary Dates

History Society meetings all
on Wednesdays:-

Although Heavitree was 30" March 2011
predominantly agricultural

and is now mainly 29" June 2011
residential it has an

industrial past such as the 21* September 2011

extensive brickworks and
quarries, a tannery, several
forges and two breweries.



Compensation for Slaves

Past Newsletters have covered
the properties in Jamaica
established by the Davy family
who came from Heavitree,
Devon. Now new university
research has revealed the scales
of compensation paid out to the
Davys when slavery was
abolished.

The Slavery Abolition Act of
1833 included the right of
compensation for slave owners
losing their ‘property’. The
government set aside £20 million
(the equivalent of 40% of its
total annual expenditure) for
these payments.

In all 40,000 separate awards
were made, University College
London research has shown that
one of these for £2156 11s 1d
went to John and James Lewis
Davy for the 106 slaves freed
from their estates at Wear and
Heavitree. John and James Lewis
were sons of James Davy who
left Devon for Jamaica at the turn
of the nineteenth century. Their
grandfather, also James, lived and
married in Heavitree before
moving to Wear, Topsham. The
Davys named their plantations in
Jamaica after their Devon homes.
Martin Weiler
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