NEW LINK WITH HISTORIC
JAMAICAN CONNECTION

Heavitree’s historic links with
Jamaica have been brought alive
again by recent contact with a direct
descendant of a key player in the
story. Past newsletters have shown
how members of the Davy family
from Heavitree moved to Jamaica at
the turn of the nineteenth century.
James Davy (1765-1825) established
properties there and his son John
(born 1801) inherited these and also
set up an estate called Heavitree in
honour of the village of his
forefathers.

Now John’s great grandson, Geoff
Davy, from Albany, Western
Australia, has got in touch after
reading about our Society’s
researches into the Jamaican
connection on the internet. He told
us “My Grandfather Thomas George
Davy was born in Jamaica in 1856
and was the youngest child of John
Davy. I have a picture of Thomas
sitting on the lap of a black lady
aged only about four years old.”
Thomas became a doctor and served
in various places around the British
Empire,

He ended up in Coolgardie, a mining
town in Western Australia, A
specialist in epidemiology, he had
been sent there by the British
Medical service to treat diseases like
Typhoid and Cholera which were
problems in primitive mining camps.
GeofT’s father was born there and
today Geoff is still in the State where
he and his family farm beef cattle and
crops.

Martin Weiler

Visit to Haldon Tower,
Saturday, 17" July

At the time of typing this
Newsletter only two members have
indicated that they wish to
participate in the visit (Messrs
Hood and Wright).

Could anyone else interested in
attending please contact me by 6
July as unless numbers increase the
event will be cancelled. This would
be a pity for if the weather is fine it
promises to be a very enjoyable
occasion.

Den Perrin (216395)
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in

St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace,

on Thursday, 15" July, commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be Jill Kemp who will describe
what ‘Life was like in Tudor Times’ for ordinary people during
the reigns of Henry VIl and the first Elizabeth. Her presentation
will cover, among other aspects, dress and diet.

Diary Dates

Thursday, 9" September (AGM)
Geoffrey Harding, the Secretary of
the Exeter Local History Society, will
speak on Exeter’s Almshouses, several
of which are in Heavitree.

Monday, 30" August
Heavitree Pleasure Ground Fun

This newsletter was published by the
Heavitree Local History Society.
Chairman: Councillor David Morrish
Secretary: Den Perrin,

4 Homefield Road, Exeter EX1 208
Tel.01392 216395



Dick Manley....
(cont’d from March Newsletter)

After his national service, Heavitree
born Dick returned to Brocks in
Exeter and worked there until it closed
a year or so later. At this point he
decided to set up his own business
with Ron Sloman and Stan Hanford.
They rented workshop space from the
Dingle family in the grounds of
number 32 East Avenue trading as
‘Manley, Sloman and Hanford’,

“It was a busy time” recalls Dick. “We
employed a couple of apprentices and
had an upholsterer, polisher and carpet
layer. We got a lot of work from the
County Council laying lino and carpets
in schools and also laid lino for the
Post office in Bedford Street”.

When Dick got married he bought a
plot of land (a former tennis court)
behind his parents’ house (25 East
Avenue). He built a bungalow and
lived there until the chance came up to
buy number 32 (where his workshop
already was).The workshop is still
going strong, now trading as just
‘Manley, Sloman’.

For many, life as a busy craftsman
would be enough. But Dick was an
outstanding rugby player too. He
started playing at Hele’s School and
represented Devon Colts. A strong
forward, he joined Exeter, made his
debut away to Bristol, went on to
become club Captain and played there
for 15 years .

While on national service he won
two Army Cup winners medals — the
second final being played in Hannover,
Germany in 1954. He was capped by
Devon sixty times. In 1958 Devon
beat Yorkshire to win the County
Championship and Dick recalls this as
one of the great events of his career.

He also played for the Barbarians on
thirteen occasions.

But Dick’s greatest claim to fame was
that he played in all four games when
England won the Home International
Championship in 1963. His caps came
late in his career as Dick was 30 when
he made his debut against Wales at
Cardiff Arms Park. “It was a very cold
winter” recalls Dick. “There was straw
all round the ground. We weren’t
allowed on the pitch before the game so
the official photo was taken under one
of the stands. The first ten minutes were
deafening. The Welsh fans must be
among the most fanatical in the world. 1
shall never forget it”. England won 13-6
and also beat France (6-5) and Scotland
(10-8). Interestingly Dick’s other game
away to Ireland was notable as it was
the last 0-0 draw in an international. “It
was terrible weather and we got really
bogged down” said Dick.

Richard Sharp, who captained the
victorious England team, says he has
very happy memories of playing with
Dick. “He was a magnificent back row
forward and a key member of the team
in all the matches”.

Dick was offered the chance to tour
New Zealand with the England rugby
team later in 1963 but turned it down as
he was so busy in his Heavitree
workshop. “I don’t have any regrets;
that was just the way it was in those
days. I had a job to do”.

We can all be very proud of this true
son of Heavitree who represented his
country while staying true to his craft
and his roots.

Martin Weiler

Devon Witches

At the Society’s March meeting we
heard a talk by Frank Gent about the
Exeter Witchcraft Trials of 1682.

He has been interested in the
subject of the so-called ‘witches’ for
many years and has written a book
about them. Although the three
women came to trial at Exeter
Assizes they came from Bideford
where Frank once lived.

He prefaced his talk by attempting
to define what made a witch, and he
showed a series of pictures of old,
wrinkled elderly women, and drew a
parallel with the witches in
‘Macbeth’ and fairy stories such as
‘Snow White’. Essentially they are
in some way ‘different’, ugly, fat,
crippled and in many cases foreign,
usually widows or spinsters who
often had an animal as a pet, their
familiars, not something very
common in 17® century society,
certainly in the lower classes.

The three involved in this
celebrated case, the last execution of
witches in the British isles, were
Temperance Lloyd, Susannah
Edwards (both Welsh) and Mary
Trembles (Irish) One of the factors
which played a part was the settling
of old scores at the restoration of the
monarchy following the Civil War
and the Commonwealth period.
Frank drew parallels with bullying
the weak.

Bideford at the time was a
hive of commerce and Exeter
was the fourth largest city in
England. Politics were volatile
and religionists had of necessity
to believe in witches and the
supernatural or they would be
deemed to be atheists. The
power of the popular press was
making itself felt and the public
lapped up the salacious details
of the trial.

The three women were
accused on 8™ July, tried on
14™ August and executed by
hanging at Heavitree gallows
on 25™ August. The three
eminent judges had little option
but to condemn them as a huge
potential lynch mob had
assembled in Castle Street on
the day of the trial at the Castle.

Hanging in those days was by
slow strangulation before the
technique of the drop was
perfected. In answer to a
question Frank said hanging
was the penalty for felony and
burning at the stake was
reserved for heresy.

It was a sad chapter in our
history as there was no basis for
the accusations and two of the
three were devout Christians
who prayed on the scaffold.

Frank Potter



