Exeter and the Trams,
1882-1931 by Julia Neville

is a new publication from Exeter
Civic Society..

With over 100 illustrations,
drawn from the extensive
collection of John Perkin
together with photographs taken,
sent in or suggested by
members, the book provides the
history not only of the
development of the horse-drawn
and electric tramway services in
Exeter but also of some of the
great social changes in everyday
life over the fifty-years of its
trams.

The horse trams terminated at
Livery Dole, but the electric
trams ran on down Fore Street,
Heavitree as far as Cross Park
Terrace. When the electrified
service was established in 1905
Heavitree had not been
absorbed into the City of Exeter
and the Corporation had to make
a separate agreement with the
Urban District Council for the
trams to run into Heavitree itself.
The book describes incidents
such as the occasion when a
tram ran off the rails into a house
in Fore Street, Heavitree, On a
more positive nate the book
shows how the trams, the
‘workmen’s cars’, helped people
from communities such as
Heavitree to travel to work and
to spend their leisure time in the
city centre perhaps at the new
cinemas.

Copies, priced £11:99, will
be on sale at the History
Society’s next meeting.

Haldon Belvedere

The tower at Haldon was built to
commemorate the life of Major
General Stringer Lawrence and
from the roof there are tremendous
views of Exeter and East Devon.

On Saturday, 17™ July
members of the Society will be
given a conducted tour of the tower
either followed or preceded by
wine, soft drinks and nibbles for
which there will be a charge of
£2:50.

The event will commence at 6:30
so that we can enjoy the views in
daylight.

1t would be helpful if members
wishing to attend this event could
either complete the enclosed form
or ring Den Perrin (216395) by 15"
July.

To find the tower from Exeter take
the A38 towards Plymouth and just
before Exeter Race Course turn off
left towards Doddiscombeleigh.

Approx 2 miles along this road is
a car-park on the right. A few yards
past this carp-park is the sign-poster
track up to Haldon Belvedere.

The view for anyone who climbs
the 100 steps to the top is
spectacular - binoculars are
recommended.

eavitree
cal

istory
ciety

Newsletter No. 40

March 2010

The next meeting of the Society will be held in

St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace,

on Thursday, 25™ March, commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be Frank Gent, who will give a

talk on ‘Exeter’s Witches’.
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Diary Dates

Thursday, 15" July . Speaker on life

in Tudor Times

Thursday, 9" September (AGM)

Speaker on Exeter’s
Almshouses.

This newsletter was published by the
Heavitree Local History Society.
Chairman: Councillor David Morrish
Secretary: Den Perrin,

4 Homefield Road, Exeter EX1 208
Tel.01392 216395



Dick Manley.... Heavitree
craftsman and rugby international.

Dick Manley played rugby for Exeter,
Devon and England and is a Heavitree
man through and through, We start
here with some of his memories of life
growing up and working in Heavitree,
In the next issue we will hear about his
impressive rughy career.

The Manley family had a strong
presence in East Avenue, Heavitree.
Dick was born in 1932 at his parents’
house at number 25 and his
grandparents lived next door. His
father Charles and grandfather James
(and Dick in time) were cabinet
makers and had a workshop on Lower
Avenue.

Subsequently they set up a new
workshop on their land in East Avenue
- the wooden hut still stands besides
the footpath running down to Lower
Avenue, It is an interesting piece of
local history as it previously was a
World War 1 barrack room from
Wyvern Barracks.

The war had been kind to Dick’s
father Charles. “He was in the Royal
Signals and fought on the Somme. He
was one of the lucky ones — he got
away with it” reflected Dick.

Dick’s early memories of East
Avenue are of an unmade road which
used to pond up with water thanks to
a series of local springs in the area. “I
can remember cows being driven along
the street to the abattoir next to
Sampsons Lane. In those days we
called Sampsons Lane ‘Bumpy Lane’
and you could access it direct from
East Avenue” said Dick.

On the other side of the footpath
down to Lower Avenue there used to
be a market garden run by the Dingle
family. They owned 32 East Avenue

where Dick and his wife, Pam now live.
“The Dingles, including their deaf and
dumb son, had a horse and cart and used
te go round the Avenues selling
vegetables™ recalled Dick. “As a child 1
used to go out with them. There was a
lot of snow and ice one time and I
remember the horse slipping on to its
backside. “Mr Dingle also had a car, a
Lanchester with a preselected gear. In
the summer he would take me to
Exmouth in it and we would go and
swim in the sea” said Dick.

Dick went to School at Ladysmith
Infants and Juniors. “It had a very steep
playground and I used to get there early
to play football. I was a ball player from
a young age but didn’t play rugby until 1
went to Hele’s School”,

The local area had other attractions for a
child. “We used to go up to the quarry
at Clifton Hill and make a raft to go on
the water coming out of the springs
there”. The quarry was also scene of a
German bombing raid during the Second
World War. “I remember going up to
see the damage and mud that had been
thrown up all over the properties on
Polsloe Road”.

The blitz holds vivid memories for
Dick. “We had an indoor Morrison
shelter with reinforced steel top and
sides. My sister used to sleep on the top
of it. The siren would go off and we
would all gather in it until the all clear
went. Houses were bombed in nearby
South Avenue but looking back I think I
was more excited than frightened”.

Dick left Hele’s and followed the
family tradition of cabinet making by
getting a five year apprenticeship with
Brocks who had a shop and factory in
King Street. Once qualified, he did his
national service for two years from
1952-4 based at Catterick.

To be cont’d Martin Weiler

Exminster’s Wartime Secrets

At our December meeting we
invited Mike Passmore and his son
Andrew to tell us about the World
War 2 radar installations on
Exminster marshes.

Mike’s background is ex-RAF
and local government with an
interest in archaeology, whilst
Andrew is a professional
archaeologist.

Archaeology is many things and is
not just just concerned with the dim
and distant past. The radar station at
Exminster, one of over 200 in the
UK around the coast, was top-secret
in its heyday and although traces of
it remain much, including the huge
masts, have disappeared.

Some structures have survived,
converted into farm or industrial
buildings now the Lion’s Nest.
Others below ground have been
filled in or appear as anonymous
concrete foundations, with no
indication of their original purpose.

Mike gave a fascinating run-down
of the development of radar,
originally termed RDF(Radio
Direction Finding).

Early experiments in the 1920s
consisted of concrete dishes working
on acoustic principles, but in 1935
radar was born at Weedon, near
Daventry. The facility moved
several times before ending up at

Malvern

Its usefulness in the war went
hand in hand with the Royal
Observer Corps, who by
identifying enemy aircraft from
our own enabled successful
interceptions, saving wasted
time and fuel.

Security was tight and the
operatives, termed ‘clerks’
were billeted in Exminster,
Topsham and in Exeter at
Clifton House, Newtown. Does
anyone remember it?

In the post-war period the
station was wound down, put
on a care and maintenance
status and finally closed in in
1956 when industries moved
on to the site.

The three big masts were
dismantled and all traces
largely obliterated, but Mike
has had recourse to records at
Devon County Hall, the Public
Records at Kew, the RAF
Museum and the Imperial War
Museum etc and has pieced
together the forgotten story.

He concluded by pointing
out that our everyday
microwave ovens evolved from
the technology pioneered by
radar.

Frank Potter



