Rowancroft

1t is difficult to live in Heavitree and
not be aware of the name
‘Rowancroft’.

It has been the site of student
accommodation for many years
This large detached building, hidden
from the road by a high Heavitree
Stone wall and facing the Livery
Dole almshouses, was originally
called Stafford Lodge’ and was
built between 1851 and 1861.

In 1890 it was renamed
‘Rowancroft’ and used as a girls
school until 1921 by Mrs Chambers-
Hodgetts . It was then vacant for
some years but by 1927 it was being
used as an elementary school for
boys being trained for hely orders.

In 1943 it was requisitioned by the
Army and used to accommodate
staff in the Army Pay Corps.

Apparently it was a very comfortable billet
and popular with both men and women
serving in the regiment, but in 1943 tragedy
struck. One of the women soldiers being
murdered in the house by an American
serviceman stationed in the city.

In 1947 the house became a hostel for St
Lukes College and in 2009 a large
development of new student residential
blocks on what originally was tennis courts
and lawns was carried out.

There is one peculiarity with this property.
Although it is undoubtedly in Heavitree,
19" century trade directories and some
modern street A-Zs show its address as
Heavitree Road, Exeter. The Post Office
post code directory for Exeter shows the
address correctly as Fore Street, Heavitree
but the current University web page persists
in using the Victorian address.
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in

St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace,

on Thursday, 10" December, commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be Mike Passmore who will give a talk on
‘Exminster’s Wartime Secrets’ the story of the top secret radar installations

on the marshes.
Ye ve ve e e v ok

Annual General Meeting

At the September AGM the following

officers were elected:-

Chairman David Morrish
Secretary Den Perrin
Treasurer Mike Smith

Jeanne Smith had indicated that she
wished to stand down as treasurer
because of il health,

This newsletter was published by the
Heavitree Local History Society.
Chaltrman: Councillor David Morrish
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More Interest in Heavitree,
Jamaica

Information researched and published
by the Society about the origins of
Heavitree in Jamaica has continued to
attract interest. The Caribbean
Heavitree owes its existence to the
Davy family from our own UK
Heavitree — as reported in previous
newsletters.

We were recently contacted by Teddy
Robinson from the USA. He said: “I
have read what you wrote about
Heavitree in Jamaica and was very
impressed. You see I was born there
44 years ago. I've now been living in
the United States for 20 years, I
always thought that the place was
called Heavitree after the cotton tree
there. Then one night after being
bored I Googled ‘Heavitree’ and to
my surprise the Davy information
popped up.

“I travel back to Jamaica at least three
times a year so I printed off the
information and brought it with me on
my last trip. I enlightened a few people
in Heavitree on how we got our name
and they were shocked”.

In a separate development we have
also been contacted by descendents of
one of the early inhabitants of the
Jamaican Heavitree coffee plantation.
They have been delving into their
family history and came across our
researches.

We knew that after being founded and
owned by the Davy family Heavitree
had gone into receivership by 1845,

Now we have been told what happened
after that.

Nancy Atkinson, from Teddington, has
informed us that the estate was one of
many properties owned by a Stephen
Sharpe Glave. Glave, a Yorkshireman
by birth, died of a stroke at Wear Pen
(also a former Davy property) on 1
April 1873, In his will he left all his
properties to his children and his
daughter Frances (Fanny) Ann Glave
ended up with Heavitree,

Fanny married Arthur Ffrench (Nancy’s
great grandfather). Ffrench was part of a
long established Jamaican family, many
of whom were coloured from being
descended from slaves. Fanny and
Arthur had five children, all born at
Heavitree. The first daughter, Kathleen,
was registered on her baptism as
coloured. There is no mention of the
colour of the other four children.

The story is a lot more complicated than
this brief summary. Nancy’s fascinating
Jamaican family history and the part
played by Heavitree is well worth a read
and can be accessed on the web at

hitp //sites. google.com/site/ffrenchfamil

The records show that Fanny was still
owner of Heavitree in 1910, We await
further insight into the history of our
Jamaican namesake.

Martin Weiler

More interesting graves in the
Higher Cemetery

John Cunningham Cooke

Died 11" September, 1877, aged 26.
He was lost in the wreck of the
‘Avalanche’ off Portland Bill. It was
an immigrant ship owned by the
Shaw Savill Line. She was run down
by an American freighter called the
‘Forest’ in ballast to New York
which also sank an hour later.

Only three of the Avalanche’s
crew survived and nine from the
Forest, the upturned hull of which
had to be torpedoed as it was a
hazard to shipping.

Doreen Messenger

Murdered on Haldon
on 19" February, 1949, aged 15.

She had been having an affair
with a married man, Sydney
Chamberlain, aged 31. She worked
at James Townsend & Sons, printers
and lived in Elliss’s Buildings
behind the Nat West Bank.

He was a lorry driver cum scrap
dealer, who also lived in Heavitree
and was convicted of her murder
and hanged at Winchester by Albert
Pierrepoint on 28" July, 1949

Frank Potter

Diary Dates

Meetings of the Society
have been arranged for the
following dates in 2010:-

Thursday, 25™ March

(A talk by Frank Gent -
“The Exeter Witches’.)

Thursday, 15" July

Thursday, 9" September
(AGM)

All meetings will be held
in St Michael’s CE
Primary School, South
Lawn Terrace, and start at
7:30pm,



