The Society” Annual
General Meeting will be
held in the school on
Thursday, 10th September.

Commencing at 7:30pm
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Haldon Belvedere Tour
on 11™ July

Could anyone intending to go on
this tour, who has not contacted
Den Perrin, please give him a ring
as he needs to know how much
wine and nibbles is required.

Thomas Paine

A few weeks ago saw the 200th
anniversary of the death of the
revolutionary propagandist,
Thomas Paine. He was born to a
Quaker family in Thetford in 1737
and was the author of a number of
books and pamphlets including
“The Age of Reason’ (also the title
of a novel by John Paul Sartre)
and “The Rights of Man’.

He was also prominent in the
United State’s campaign for
independence. But he was not
universally popular and in 1793 an
effigy of him was burnt at the
stake at Livery Dole and carried by
a large crowd into the city.

Den Perrin

The Exeter Local History
Society has produced an
‘Exeter Calendar for 2010°.

It will make an excellent Christmas
present as it is a high quality A4
production and is packed with
photograps of historic Exeter.

The price is £4:50 per copy (plus
£1:25 postage where necessary)

A copy will be on display at the
July and September meetings.

Contact Den Perrin if you wish to
know how to obtain copies.
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Correction!

This years Community
Association’ fun day in the
Heavitree Pleasure Grounds will be
held on Monday, 31* August, not
Sunday.

30p
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in
St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace,
on Thursday, 9th July, commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be Mike Pasmore who will give a
talk on ‘Exminster’s War Time Secrets’ the story of the top secret
radar installations on the marshes.

Fore Street Tour

The guided tour on 21st
June was a great success. It
was led by our Chairman,
David Morrish, and 16
stalwarts and a dog turned
up to hear his educational
and often humorous talk.

A total of £28 in donations
was made by non-members
in the group and two new
members were recruited.

(tour cont’d) It seems that £2 is no
deterrent to anyone interested in
history, but publicity for this sort
of event is a problem now that the
Express & Lcho no longer has
‘local interest” columns where
local events could be advertised.

This Newsletter toas published by the Heavitree Local
History Society.
Chairman: Councillor David Morrish
Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Fxeter EXT1208
Tel 01592 216595

My new email address is:-
dennis.perrin@sky.com



Royal Albert Memorial

Museum

The speaker at April’s meeting
was Tom Cadbury, the Curator
of Antiquities at the museum.
He started by briefly sketching
in its history.

The building was designed by
John Hayward in in the 1860’s.
Over the years since it has
been altered and extended with
a patchwork of rooms with
partitioned galleries and it was
in dire need of a face-lift to
meet the challenges of the 21%
Century.

There are superb collections of
international importance,
comprising ethnography,
natural history, art and
antiquities including Greek,
Roman, Egyptian, Middle East
and Asiatic artefacts.

The role of the museum is to
involve the whole community
and to aid and assist smaller
local museums in the areas of
conservation and education.
He mentioned the West Exe
project in this context. While
RAMM is closed it is
promoting school visits in a
bid to demonstrate to children
that museums are not dull

places.

He then went into detail about
the plans for the refurbishment of
the old building and the
provision of a new entrance at
the rear with access to the City
Wall. The total cost of the
scheme is £14.4 million. False
ceilings and partitions have been
removed revealing the Victorian
architectural features long held
from view. The central light well
will be glazed over. Gerald, the
giraffe mascot, is to be moved
but will still be in a prominent
position

Exeter’s place in the scheme of
things will be illustrated by
displays from the Ice Age
through the Roman and Medieval
periods to the present day and
including the 1942 Blitz.

Recent building work in
Princesshay have turned up a
wealth of artefacts. The
Archaeological Field Unit
monitors closely all such
developments.

The transformed museum
promises to be very exciting and
innovative and we all look
forward to its 2011 re-opening.
Frank Potter

North Avenue Deeds

From fields to houses.". ...how
North Avenue started up.

Old documents amongst a pile of
mortgage papers have thrown new
light on the origins of the Victorian
development that is now known as
North Avenue and which has just been
given Conservation Area status.

“Newsletter No.15” (March 2004)
gave an account of the old Polsloe
Park estate and its replacement by the
streets we have today between Polsloe
Road and Ladysmith Road.

But what exactly happened to turn
meadows into sought after town
houses? An indenture document dated
7" March 1864 gives some clues.

Firstly it gives an example of who
was involved. The vendors of one plot
of land were John Treharne, wine
merchant, Robert Westlake, grocer and
John Stone, chemist, all of the city of
Exeter.

These businessmen owned the land
which was described as “ part of Ten
Acres”. The plot was formerly part of
several classes of land meadow and
pasture adjoining a certain messuage
and tenement then called or known
as the “ Black Boy” otherwise the
Black Boy Estate in the Parish of
Heavitree”.

The document goes on to
say that the vendors “have
made the roads, footpaths and
sewers as in the plan” which
forms part of the paperwork).
They are also said to have
“divided the said fields into
fifty six parcels or lots and
have sold the said parcels to
different persons”.

The lot in question, which
became part of what was
known as Richmond Villas
and later North Avenue, was
sold for £48.5s0d. The
purchaser was granted the
right “to use the said roads at
all times either with horses,
carts or carriages or on foot”.

Interestingly the vendors
were quite particular about
how any houses were to be
built. No more than two
dwellings were to be built on
the plot and “the front of such
dwelling houses shall be on an
even of projection with the red
line shown in the said plan”.

They didn’t leave this to
chance. The plans and
elevations had to be submitted
to the vendors and had to
“receive their approval”
before construction could
start.

Martin Weiler



