Heavitree Parish Records

The earliest surviving parish
record is the baptism of Robert
Knoll on 1% February, 1556.
Records of weddings and
burials did not commence until
a century later.

During the Civil War and the
years following parishes were
subjected to ever changing and
confusing regulations from
Parliament as regards the
records they had to keep. For
example the Marriage and
Registration Act of 1653
denied the Church the right to
celebrate marriages and
stipulated that clerics had no
authority to keep parish
registers or bury the dead.

The first surviving marriage
record in Heavitree is in 1654
and the following table gives a
taste of how people responded
to the various Puritan laws.

Weddings
1654 7
1655 5
1656 6
1657 11
1658 38 Cromwell died
1659 39
1660 62 James 11 restored
1661 21
1662 22
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It seems that either many
marriages were not recorded
when they occurred or couples
felt that a civil marriage had no
standing in the eyes of God or
their neighbours and regularised
the position as soon as they were
able.

Fekkkkkkk

Haldon Belvedere

The tower at Haldon was built to
commemorate the life of Major
General Stringer Lawrence and
from the roof there are
tremendous views of Exeter and
East Devon.

On Saturday, 11" July, 2009
members of the Society will be
given a conducted tour of the
tower either followed or
preceded by wine, soft drinks
and nibbles.

The event will commence at
6:30pm so that we can enjoy the
view and application forms and
more details will be sent out in
April.
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in

St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace,

on Thursday, 4™ December. commencing at 7:30pm

At this meeting, Roger Brien, the
librarian at the Devon and Exeter

[nstitution, will give a talk on one of
his many interests, street furniture in

Heavitree and Devon.

This subject has aroused much

controversy in the past and continues
to do so in the present as protagonists

of the Fore Street sculpture will
confirm.

The Gordon Lamp and the

Nethercott Lamp are two examples

of local street furniture that are
cherished by Heavitree residents.

AGM

At the Annual General
Meeting in September the
existing officers, David
Morrish, Den Perrin and
Jeanne Smith, were re-elected
unopposed.

The meeting also agreed to
make a donation of £50 to the
school funds and expressed its
appreciation of all the help
given to the Society by
recently retired head teacher
Tim Walker.




Dr W.G.Hoskins

Many Devon residents are aware of Dr
Hoskins role as a historian, especially
his studies of the English and Devon
landscapes, but a large and
appreciative audience at the Society’s
September meeting were privileged to
view a DVD of David Morrish’s talk
on his sometimes forgotten political
activities in the 1960’s.

Dr Hoskins was a founder member and
Chairman of the Exeter Civic Society,
one of the first in the country. There
was growing concern about how
decisions were made on the rebuilding
of blitz damaged city centre as it
appeared that concerns about local
traders being replaced by outside
companies were often brushed aside.

Although he was initially reluctant he
was elected in St Leonards and
became a member of the Planning
Committee. He quickly became
convinced that some members were
favouring particular outside firms.

Despite warnings from colleagues of
the dangers of publishing these views
they were repeated in a Liberal
newsletter and libel writs followed.

- Dr Hoskins had to apologise but a
series of articles by him entitled ‘“The
Rape of English Cities’ appeared in the
‘Guardian’. The second instalment was
about Exeter and again libel writs were
served. The’Guardian’ won the
subsequent court case but Dr Hoskins
remained bitter for many years
afterwards and it is perhaps significant
that none of his obituaries mentioned
his political activities in Exeter

VICTORIAN DISCOVERIES

We have made a couple of recent
discoveries in our Victorian Heavitree
house (1 North Avenue).

Firstly the removal of an upstairs
floorboard revealed the workings of
what appears to be an old service bell.
We know a servant was living in the
house in 1891 as the details are listed in
that year's Census. She was 17 year old
Matilda Hawker, Domestic General
Servant for Albert Angel, Engraver and
his family. The find brings to life this
written record and has been carefully
left in situ for future owners.

Secondly we have been researching an
ancient looking and gnarled apple tree in
the garden. We have no idea how old it
is but do know the house and garden
were built on part of the former Polsloe
Park estate which included orchards.

We took cuttings and specimens and
sent them to the Brogdale Horticultural
Trust for identification. They wrote
back to say that the apple has been
identified as an "Irish Peach".

"This variety as its name suggests
originates from Ireland and possibly
arose in Sligo" said the Trust. "Sent in
1819 to the London Horticultural
Society by John Robertson, nurseryman
of Kilkenny. Ideally Ideally eaten
straight from the tree it has a rich
balance of sweetness and acidity. It is
slightly perfumed with a juicy flesh but
can be on the brisk side and is often
difficult to capture at best.

"It was a popular Victorian and
Edwardian variety, forming a beautiful
dish for dessert. This variety was grown
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by London market gardens and in Kent in the
19th century".

It would be lovely to think of young Matilda
preparing an Irish Peach dessert and then
serving it up on the ringing of the bell.

Martin Weiler

Heavitree Connections

Suburb of Kedron, Brisbane,
Australia.

In about 1880 Gottlieb Conradi
opened the second store in the the
area. He named it the Polsloe Store
after his home town.

Diary Dates 2009

Thursday, 234 April 2009
Thursday, 9t July 2009*

Thursday, 10t September
2009 (AGM

(*revised date)

Exeter Tailors Celebrate in
Heavitree

On Midsummers Day during
the 18™ century the tailors of
Exeter used to have a grand
lunch and then march in a body
to the burial yard at Heavitree
Gallows (At the junction of
Honiton Road and Sidmouth
Road).

On the way they paused at a
place near Heavitree Bridge
called ‘Tron Dish’ where they
treated passers-by to mugs of
ale.

Criminals on the way to the
gallows were given water from
the same dish.

Whether the practice was

continued after the gallows
were moved to the County
Gaol in 1798 is not known.

(The ‘Iron Dish’ may have
been an early cattle trough as
hundreds of cattle were driven
along Heavitree Road on the
way to Exeter Market. I would
be interested to know whether
the ‘Iron Dish’ or the name
survived into the 20™ century.)

Den Perrin



