‘Heavitree Road, Plumstead’

The April Newsletter
contained a report on the
origins of Heavitree Road,
Plumstead, South London,
suggesting there may have
been a connection with a Mr
Braund who was born in
Heavitree.

HEAVITREE.RD

No trace of a Braund baptism
has been found in Heavitree’s
parish register, but a Marwood
Kelly Braund was born in
Exeter in 1829, became a
solicitor and moved to
Plumstead.

As a boy he lived in Church
Fields and 9 Clifton Place,
Exeter, but neither of these
locations has been identified.

Please contact Den Perrin if
you know either location.

Martin Weiler

Date of next meeting:-

Thursday, 11" September
(The Society’s 10® Annual
General Meeting)
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The Society was invited by the
Devon Family History Society
to stage a display at its Annual
General meeting in Marsh Barton
in mid June. This is the first time
Heavitree has been invited to a
Family History event and there
was a lot of interest from
delegates, especially from people
with Heavitree connections but
now living elsewhere

This newsletter was published by the
Heavitree Local History Society.
Chairman: Councillor David Morrish
Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield
Road, Exeter EX1 208

Tel 01392 216395
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in a studio room of
St Michael’s CE Primary School, South Lawn Terrace, on
Wednesday, 9™ July, commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be local author, Richard
Passmore, who will give a talk on the tragic Theatre Royal fire in
1887 when nearly 200 theatre-goers were killed

Peace in Fore Street

Although chaos was predicted during
the 10 week closure of Fore Street,
some residents witnessed a reduction
in local traffic during the water
board’s works and were disappointed
when the contractors moved out
ahead of schedule.

The road closure controversy has
been quickly replaced by the pros and
cons of the proposed gun shop
‘sculpture’. Some argue that a spiral
engraved poem in this location will

be unreadable and a
distraction to passing
motorists. Others claim it is in
the wrong place. In any event
a public meeting has been
arranged for early July to give
Heavitree residents an
opportunity to air their views.

ok skl e ske ok ok

Beating the Bounds

Saturday, 19" July Meet
9:00am near to “Wall to Wall
Carpet shop, Livery Dole.



Men and Medals

At the meeting on 23™ April,
25 members heard a talk by
local resident, Philip Mussell,
who, with his father, publishes
a magazine called "Medal
News’, catering for the
growing interest in collecting
medals awarded to service men
and women during various
wars.

He 1s particularly interested in
the local aspect after seeing the
Society’s publication
’Heavitree Roll of Honour’,
First War 1914-1918’. He
admitted he is no great
authority on that war, only
insomuch as the campaign
medals awarded refer to
events.

Medals issued in respect of the
First War and preceding
conflicts such as the Boer
Wars were engraved with the
name, rank and number of the
recipient, but for some reason
this was discontinued during
the Second World War. This
makes the medals less personal
but still collectable.

The basic “trio’ of First War
medals are fairly common, but
additional campaign medals add
to the intrinsic value both in
monetary terms and interest.
Where a service person was
killed the next of kin were given
a bronze plaque, called a Dead
Man’s Penny, minted at
Woolwich Arsenal (all other
medals were manufactured at the
Royal Mint).

Philip had examples of medals
from his collection on display
together, in some cases, with
supporting documentary
evidence. He said that a lot of
information is now available on
the internet, which was hitherto
hard to access or unavailable.

It was a fascinating insight into a
somewhat esoteric field of

collecting

Frank Potter

Events

The ‘Fun in the Park’ event, planned
to take place in the Pleasure Grounds
on 30" May, was cancelled by the
City Council because of the torrential
rain on the preceding days.

As luck would have it the sun shone
all day on the Saturday, but the
Council officers probably had no
option in the circumstances.

Heavitree Community Association’s
summer event will be held in the
Pleasure Grounds on Sunday, 13"
July between 12:00 and 6:00pm. The
History Society will be staging its
usual display.

50 Years Ago

Sidmouth youths slouch aimlessly
about the streets in drainpipe
trousers, fanciful pullovers and
sideboard hair styles with a general
air of sloppiness.

From letter in the Express & Echo
19" June 1958

Help with your hearing.

It has recently been evident
that some members at our
meetings, especially the
older ones like our
secretary, have great
difficulty in hearing what
speakers are saying.

Although it is unlikely that
we will ever completely
solve the problem, as some
speakers could benefit
from elocution lessons, a
battery operated amplifier
and microphone has been
purchased at a cost of
£113:00 and it is hoped this
will make meetings more
enjoyable to all our
members.



