Exeter Notables

The Society’s December 2007
meeting was given an informed
and highly entertaining talk by
ex Red Coat guide, Christine
Trigger.

Many of the audience were
surprised at how many
interesting people were born in
Heavitree and Exeter. They
ranged from the convicted
murderer, John Babacombe Lee
who cheated the executioner
when the gallows trap refused
to work on three separate
ocassions, to Alfred Willey who
owned the first car in Exeter.

Christine related amusing tales
of Artful Thomas who used to
entertain carnival crowds,
Tommy Cooper, Harry Hems
and many others.

In addition to having a large
fund of knowledge about Exeter
characters she delivered her talk
with tremendous enthusiasm
and humour.

TV Documentary

Channel 4 is working on a new
documentary looking at groups
of people, friends and/or
extended families, who are
planning to pool their resources
to buy a large house in which to
live together. The idea being that
things such as childcare, finance,
working life and leisure time all
become easier if they are shared.

It is suggested that there might
be some people who are
passionate about history that
might fit this bill - perhaps they
are deciding to turn their dream
into reality by living in their own
stately home.

Although the number of stately
homes in Heavitree is limited
you might know someone
contemplating a similar proposal
in rural Devon.

If you do, please ring:-
Laura Jackson-
Tel.No. 020 7845 6885
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in St Michael’s

CE Primary School. South Lawn Terrace on Thursday, 23"
April (not 16" as previously planned) commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting will be Phil Mussel, a local
resident who has an encyclopaedic knowledge of war
medals, especially those awarded to people from Heavitree.

Tour of St Michael and All
Angels Church - 10" May.
The tour of Heavitree’s parish
church commences at 11am
followed by a sandwich buffet.

A booking form is enclosed and
it would be helpful if Den
Perrin could be told who is
planning to attend, including
guests, so that the caterers can
make the necessary
arrangements

Beating the Bounds

It only seems like yesterday
when the last ‘beating of the
bounds’ of the ancient parish
boundary of Heavitree was
carried out but it is three years
and on Saturday, 19" July,
society member Terry Bound
(tel no. 435303) is planning to
re-trace the 16 mile route.

The group will meet near to
the “Wall To Wall® carpet
shop, at Livery Dole and set
out at 9:00am. Sensible shoes
and sandwiches are advised.



‘Heavitree’ Connections

We know a fair bit about places
called Heavitree in Australia and
Jamaica but why are there roads in
South East London named after
Heavitree?

Plumstead, in the Borough of
Greenwich, has both a Heavitree
Road and a Heavitree Close.
Research has revealed the link
with our Heavitree and that the
choice of name was not that
popular!

Heavitree Road is a Victorian
terrace just off Plumstead
Common. The 1901 census
records that it was named in 1877.
Heavitree Close is a later addition
adjoining the Road.

The naming of the roads proved
quite controversial and Plumstead
local historian W T Vincent wrote
'most of the newer streets and
roads in the parish have been
named at hazard or caprice by the
prosaic clerk at the Metropolitan
Board and have no historical
connection'. In a speech to
Woolwich and District
Antiquarian Society in 1896
Vincent described many street
names as 'utterly insipid and
inconsequential' and quotes
Heavitree Road as an example of
this.

'Heavitree Road was proposed by
a gentleman who happened to be
born in the town of that name,
near Exeter. The connection is too
remote’. The names survived this
onslaught and the Heavitree
streets are still there today. Indeed
Heavitree Road still has one of its
old street signs.

But who was the gentleman who
came from Heavitree? The best
clue comes from records held by
the London Metropolitan Archive.
They have cards for Heavitree
Road and Close which simply say
'Heavitree- birthplace of Mr
Braund'. We can only assume it
was this Mr Braund who proposed
the name. So the next task is to
find out more about Mr Braund.
Does anyone know anything about
Braunds from Heavitree?

Martin Weiler

Editor’s Note There were several
‘Braunds’ living in Exeter in the
1890’s. In 1892 Mr F.H.Braund
was living at 11 West Terrace,
Heavitree, but he doesn’t appear
in the 1891 census of Heavitree
and his occupation is unknown

Heavitree Road, Plumstead was
badly damaged in the 1940°s blitz
and several people were killed.

Some Things Do Change

In June 1948 runners carrying
the Olympic flame on its
Journey from London to
Torquay, where the aquatic
events were to be held, passed
along Fore Street, Heavitree
accompanied by an A A. patrol
man on a motor bicycle and
sidecar.

In April 2008 the Metropolitan
Police used over 2000 officers,
backed up by air, marine and
mounted support, to protect the
runners carrying the Olympic
flame on its journey through
London. As we now know
despite these huge resources
the relay was subjected to
considerable interruption and
some security experts have
suggested that 2012 will be far
worse.

Chaos in Fore Street

Although not strictly “history’,
as it hasn’t happened yet, it is
clear that the proposed works
by South West Water over the
next 4 months will have a
tremendous impact on both
Fore Street, Heavitree and the
adjoining streets. Details of
precisely what is envisaged
have still to be revealed, but the
indications are that the effect
will be horrendous.

The date of the Socety’s next
meeting, 23" April, is St George’s
Day and the anniversary of
William Shakespeare’s birthday. It
is also the date of his death in
1616, which was also the date
when Cervantes, the author of
’Don Quoxote’, died.

Another fairly useless piece of
iformation about Shakespeare is
that it has sometimes been claimed
that he contributed to the revised |
King James bible. To date there is
no proof of this, but it is known
that Psalm 46 was drafted in the
year when Shakespeare was 46
and the 46™ word from the
beginning of this psalm is shake’
and the 46" word from the end of
the psalm is *spear’.

So it does seem likely that either
WS was persuaded to use his
undoubted poetic gifts on the new
bible or an anonymous poet with a
sense of humour, included a
birthday tribute to WS in Psalm 46

Pleasure Ground Events

The Community Association has
not yet decided the date of its
summer event or whether one will
be held this year but Exeter City
Council is staging a ‘Fun in the
Park’ day on 30™ May and the
Society is planning to have a stall.



