Heavitree’s Jamaica Links

I was fortunate to have a holiday
in Jamaica this summer and I
decided to try to locate the
Heavitree I had heard about
through Martin Weiler. I used
to live in Jamaica, not very far
from Heavitree, but I had never
heard of it, nor of its sister estates,
Wear Pen and Topsham.

Heavitree, Jamaica, was
established by the Davy family,
who had lived in Heavitree,
Devon. James Davy, the original
settler in Jamaica, was a son of
another James Davy, a farmer of
Mare Farm, Heavitree, and later of
Wear Barton, Glasshouse Lane,.
In the 1790s, James had set up a
cattle ranch in Jamaica and named
it Wear Pen, clearly after his
home village in Devon.

John Davy then acquired a new
estate, about three miles north of
Wear Pen, which he named
Heavitree. It seems that Heavitree
was established just after the days
of slavery a very strange time to
be going in for agricultural
expansion just as the planters'
source of free labour, their slave
force, was about to be lost.

Heavitree was most likely a
coffee plantation. This again was
strange, given that at this time
coffee plantations were being
abandoned in droves, and by
1845 it was in receivership.

I drove with James Glanville, a
descendant of another Devon
family, northwards into the hills.
The landscape became steeper and
more wooded than the lush green
fields at Wear Pen. A hand painted
sign on a store front church alerted
us to the fact that we had reached
'Heavytree'.

We enquired of a local man
who explained that the village is
called 'Heavy Tree' because of the
large cotton tree at its centre. There
was, indeed, a most impressive
cotton tree a bit further down the
road! We certainly gave him
something when we told him that
the true origin of the name was in
Heavitree, Exeter, England.

At the top of a slight hill, we
found what had been searching for,
the remains of Heavitree property
house. A length of stone wall, a
couple of meters high, is all that 1s
left. The area is now sparsely
populated and the inhabitants are
poor. There are houses dotted
about with small cultivations
around them, growing some coffee
still but mainly foodstuffs such as
yams and bananas.

Most of the younger
generation have left, for 'greener
pastures' in Kingston or North
America, though it is difficult to
imagine a 'greener' spot than this
one.

Gillian Allen
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The next meeting of the Society will be held in St Michael’s
Primary School, South Lawn Terrace, on Thursday 6th,

December commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker at this meeting is local historian and author, Christine
Trigger, who will give a talk on Exeter and Heavitree Personalities.

In future most meetings will be in a classroom and not the school’s main hall If this is

the case with this meeting we will try to have someone giving directions.

‘Dovecotes’?

An Exeter University student is
gathering information on pre-
1900 dovecotes in Devon. It is
unlikely that there are any
remaining in Heavitree but
please contact me if you do
know of any and I will send you
a questionnaire.

Den Perrin
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Tour of St Michael & All Angels

On Saturday, 10th May, 2008,
Den Perrin will lead a guided tour
(excluding the tower) of our
parish church. It will commence
at 11am and a sandwich buffet,
costing £2:50, will be served in
the Rifford Room at the end of the
tour.

Forms will be included with the
April 2008 newsletter.

Diary Dates

Wednesday, 16th April, 2008
Wednesday, 9th July, 2008
Thursday, 11th September, 2008



The Society’s Annual General Meeting on

6th September was slightly out of the ordinary as
the Exeter Express & Echo agreed to send a staff
photographer to record the event.

The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer were elected for
another 12 months and it was agreed to donate £50 to the
school’s funds in recognition of its help to the Society.

A number of topics were discussed by members, but
perhaps the most interesting was whether it would be
possible to create a photographic record of existing and new
buildings within the parish boundaries. This record would
need to be revised, perhaps every 5 or 10 years . Any keen
* photographer should contact the Secretary
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Photograph taken by Andy Green, Lxeter Express and Echo

Seated (left to right) Lizzie Bethune, Lorna Ward, George Hood, David Morrish,

Den Perrin, Frank Potter, Monica Darch, Joan Morrish, J osephine Griffiths
Standing (left to right) Martin Weiler, Joan Fuller, Myra Ward, Mike Smith,

Sue Smith, Margaret Danks, Terry Bound, Hazel Bound, Margaret Wannell,
John Clayton, Ken Wannell, Barbara Farrell

Copies of this photograph (Ref. No. EE060907 AGO04 8) and four others in the same sequence of
ref. no’s taken at the same time, can be obtained from the Express and Echo
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Sketch of the Exeter Aviation Ground

1911 Air Race

The first heavier than air flight
was made by the Wright brothers
in 1903 and in 1909 Louis Bleriot
made the first flight across the
English Channel.

These events sparked
tremendous interest in the
possibilities of air flight and in
1911 the Daily Mail sponsored the
first air race in this country with a
first prize of £10,000.

The race started at Brooklands,
Surrey on 22nd July and progress
was monitored by 12 control
points including Heavitree. The
route took the intrepid pilots to
Sterling, in Scotland via
Newcastle and back south via

Parking close to ‘A’ was 10s and 5s.
~ The pedestrian enclosures were at ‘B’, costing 1s
and ‘C’, costing 2s 6d.

Manchester and Bristol.

There has been some dispute
recently as to where the planes
touched down in Exeter, but
thanks to Alan and Eileen
Dolley, who tracked down the
above sketch, it is clear the field
used was what we now know as
the Arena.

On 26th July the two leading
planes landed in this field in
front of a crowd of over 12,000
excited spectators. Some had
camped out in the adjoining
fields over-night to make sure
they didn’t miss anything.

According to the 7imes
refreshment sellers did a roaring
trade. Den Perrin




