Publications.

'T'he Heavitree Boundary Stones
booklet has aroused considerable
interest among those interested in
such matters. Many favourable
comments have been received and
every week 10 copies are picked
up by visitors to the Westcountry
Studies Library.

The next boundary
perambulation will take place in
summer, 2008, and Terry Bound
hopes to be able to announce a
firm date before Christmas 2007.

Following on from the success of
the Boundary Stones booklet, St
Michael’s Primary School
was asked whether it wished to
finance a similar booklet covering
some aspects of its history from
1835 to the present time.

The outcome was positive and, as
Den Perrin has already done a
considerable amount of research,
publication went ahead and copies
of the 12 page booklet are now
available at £2:50 each.

Some exerpts from the school
log.

22nd January, 1864. ‘I find the
commendation of good conduct is
more cffectual in promoting order
than repeated reproof for
misconduct’.

cont’d

27th September, 1864. ‘Samuel
Slee punished for purchasing
tobacco with the money given to
him to pay for his schooling’.

7th December, 1891. ‘Punished
Bonkem, Perkins and W. Stone for
forging answers to their
Arithmetic’.

20th February, 1896. ‘Punished
Sidney Reed for writing indecent
and extremely vulgar words on
paper during school’.

4th May, 1942. ‘Our school has
suffered a great deal of damage
owing to the blitz in the ecarly
morning’.

October, 1982. ‘Headmaster
attended computer course, “not

unduly impressed as a teaching
aid”.

ek

Publications cont’d.

It is hoped to publish a booklet
covering the history of St Michael
& All Angels parish church, at no
cost to the Society, in the summer
of 2008.

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

Local History Society.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2Q8

Tel 01392 216395 pern@supanet.com

30p

eaVitI‘ cC Free to members
ocal
isto 5
o ) ?
ociety <afiE
Newsletter No. 29.

July 2007

.The Society’s next meeting will be held in St Michael’s Primary
School, South Lawn Terrace, on Tuesday, 10th July commencing

at 7:30pm.

The Princesshay development is nearing completion and although the
scheme had many critics the demolition of the 1950’s buildings allowed
the Exeter Archaeological Unit to carry out investigations over most of

the site.

After a short business meeting, Graham Langdon, one of the Unit’s

officers will describe some of the findings of this investigation.
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Summer Fete. In the
expectation that we will have a
summer this year the Heavitree
Community Association is
holding its annual Summer Fete
in the Pleasure Grounds on
Sunday, 15th July from
10:00am to 5:00pm.

There should be something for
everyone as the event will
combine the usual stalls with
many special attractions such as
a Tug of War, a Magic Show
and Circus Skills.

Botannical Tour

As previously advertised, on
Saturday, 28th July, Caroline
Keep, of the Devon Gardens
Trust, will lead a botanical tour
of the Pleasure Grounds.

The tour will commence at
2:00pm.

Meet at the main entrance in
Whipton Lane.
(Bring umbrellas!)



Hamlin Lane Playing Fields
Apparently these council playing
fields were known for many years
as either JOC or JLC. Both titles
were in use as recently as 5 years
ago, but what these letters denoted
is shrouded in mystery.

The views of long time residents
were sought in Geoff Worrall’s
E&E column and the most likely
suggestion for ‘JOC’ is Junior
Officers Club, which came into use
during WW2. One other source
thought they might stand for Junior
Organisations Committee.
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A member of the History Society
suggests the letters ‘JLC” might
stand for Joint Labour Club.

If any member can add anything to
the above, especially dates, please
contact Den Perrin.

Annual General Meeting
The date of this year’s AGM,
which was fixed for 3rd
September, has had to be
moved to Thursday, 6th
September - venue and time

are unchanged.
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Any Questions!§

A large audience of members
took great delight in testing a
panel of local history experts
with a barrage of questions at
the Society’s April meeting.

The all-star panel of John
Allan, Geoffrey Harding,
Josephine Griffiths and Den
Perrin, was kept in order by
David Morrish.

Unlike the BBC TV
programme there was little
disagreement among the panel
and it was unanimous in
believing that local history
wasn’t just for ‘old codgers’.

At the conclusion of the session
Geoffrey Harding presented the
Society with a copy of the 1840
fire insurance certificate for 1
Sivell Place, tenanted by Mrs
Mugford

Sampford Courtenay visit

The trip to the village,
famous for being the scene of
both the beginning and end of
the 1549 Prayer Book
Rebellion, was enjoyed by 18
members despite the heavy
downpours that threatened to
drown some hardy souls. Don
Miles, from the parish,
concentrated on the history of
the medieval church and the
church house at the expense of
the rebellion, but it was a
fascinating tour.

For many centuries the manor
of Sampford Courtenay was
owned by the Courtenay family,
but after Henry Courtenay was
executed in 1538 it passed into
the hands of Kings College,
who’s ownership continued
until 1923.

The present church was built
in the middle of the 15th
century, but has a 12th century
font which indicates a much
earlier church on this site. It has
a number of Tudor stained glass
windows, but for some the roof
bosses are more interesting as
they include a green man, three
rabbits dancing in a circle, a pig
suckling its young, a dragon and
and a 14th century plough. In
view of the village’s violent
past it is remarkable that these

pagan symbols survived the
Reformation.

Equally remarkable is that
originally the eastern end of the
building was several feet below
the main body of the church.
There must be dozens of
churches built on sloping sites
that didn’t resort to this
stratagem to reduce building
costs. We were then taken to the
adjoining church house which
was originally used as the
administrative centre of the
parish.

In the New Inn where many
enjoyed lunch, members were
delighted to see two large wall
posters, one advertising
Heavitree Ales and the other
proclaiming the brewery’s
success at winning the Grand
Prix at the Paris Exposition
Internatione Alimentation and
Hygiene in 1910.

Church House, scene of the first death
in the Prayer Book Rebellion 1549



