Outside Visits and Events.

On Saturday, 23rd June,
members and guests will have a
conducted tour of Sampford
Courtenay, the site of two major
events of the 16™ century ¢ Prayer
Book Rebellion’ The tour will
commence at 11:00am at the
Church Rooms followed by a visit
to the Parish Church where there
is a display of the events in 1549.

Members may park in the car park
of the New Inn, which is located at
the Exeter end of the village and
where pub lunches will be
available from 12:30pm.

In order that we have some idea of
the numbers who will be attending
and those who will be requiring a
pub lunch at the New Inn, it would
be helpful if you could complete
the enclosed form and either ring
or return it to Den Perrin 216395.

No charge will be made for this
event, but those attending are
invited to make donations to the
church’ restoration fund.

On Saturday, 28" July, Caroline
Keep, of Devon Gardens Trust,
will be leading a ¢ Botanical
Tour’ of Heavitree Pleasure
Grounds which isa “‘must” for
anyone with an interest in all

things horticultural. No charge will
be made for this event, but again it
would be helpful if members could
complete the enclosed form.
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Heavitree Pleasure Grounds

Members may recall that in 2006
we were told by Caroline Keep that
the landscape design for the
Pleasure Grounds was carried out
by F.W. Meyer,an employee of
Veitch & Sons. Following a
suggestion by David Morrish the
developers of the new retirement
apartments which have replaced
the British Red Cross H.Q. in Butts
Road have agreed that it be called
‘Meyer Court’

Frank Potter has done some more
research on F.W.Meyer and has
discovered that he was born in
Germany in about 1853 and in
1891 was living at 15 Elmside. He
died in 1906, a few months after
the Pleasure Ground was opened.

Frederick W. Meyer’s grave, Higher Cemetery
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The Society’s next meeting will
be held on Tuesday, 3rd April,
at St Michael’s Primary School,
South Lawn Terrace,
commencing at 7:30pm.

The speaker who had been
invited to this meeting has had to
cancel because of health
problems. As a replacement the
Society has arranged a ‘Local
History Any Questions’
programme.,

It will be chaired by David
Morrish and the panel will be
John Allan, currently working
with the Exeter Archaeological
Section, Jo Griffiths, former
Exeter Red Coat, Geoff Harding,
Secretary of Exeter Local History
Society and Den Perrin.

The success of the evening will
depend to a great extent on the
questions lobbed at the panel so
we hope that no one will be
backward in coming forward.

It 1s possible that the meeting
will not be in the school hall, but
if this is the case directions will

be given to the classroom venue.
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Haldon Belvedere(Lawrence
Castle)

This Grade II listed building
on Haldon Hill is owned and
managed by Devon Historic
Buildings Trust which is seeking
people to act as stewards during
2007. The tower is open to the
public from 1:30pm to 5:30pm,
every Sunday and Bank Holiday
from February to the end of
October.

Apparently it would be very
helpful if HLHS could provide
the stewarding for 5 or 6
afternoons during the year.
Anyone interested should contact
Den Perrin - we have already had
one volunteer steo forward.



Heavitree’s Jamaican links

The Society has added its voice
to efforts being made to preserve
historic properties in Jamaica
. with links to Heavitree, Devon.

Members were concerned to hear
that buildings founded by the
Davy family, which had strong
Heavitree links, were being
threatened by mining operations
on the island.

The structures of most immediate
interest are Wear Pen and
Heavitree Houses and their local
church, St George” - both in the
Manchester area of Jamaica.

Wear Pen (above)was established
by James Davy in the early 19"
century. This was a significant
estate; in 1810 it had 75 slaves
and 256 livestock, His son John
built Heavitree, Jamaica in
around 1840. The estate became
a coffee plantation. .

The family helped pay for the
construction of St George’s church
and John Davy’s death is marked by a
wall plaque.

St George’s Church interior

The Society has written to the
Jamaican High Commission in
London to raise its concerns at the
mining threat to these buildings and it
has been reported that Wear Pen is
safe for the moment, but Heavitree is
in ruins.

Clearly the original links between our .
Heavitree and Jamaica were
connected with the fortunes to be
made out of slavery. As this year
marks the 200™ anniversary of the
abolition of the slave trade it is
perhaps fitting that new links are now
being made on the more positive basis
of preserving local history.

Martin Weiler

Exeter Civic Society

At the Society’ meeting on 18"
January we were fortunate to
hear from Hazel Harvey, past
chairman of Exeter Civic
Society, about the complex work
of the Society. The main aim of
the Society, as an entirely
independent body, is the
protection of the City’ heritage,
Hazel stressed that the Society
was not a preservation but a
development society.

It was formed in 1961 and
began with Professor
W.G.Hoskins as Chairman. He
was quoted as saying “ people
were more important than roads -
houses more important than
cars”

Some of the first aims of the
Society were to keep the Central
Library on its original site,
promote walks along the
riverside, and maintain the City’
green belt and existing open
spaces with an emphasis on a
local history and archaeological
museum.

The Society produces booklets
on different areas of the City to
promote civic pride and provide
money for various projects. For
instance plaques to mark
buildings and their connections
with important people, planning
of new parks and inspections of

planning applications which may
endanger the City’ future. Because
of the Society’ efforts the Higher
Market, Bartholomew Street, Bull
Meadow and Belle Isle were saved
from development.

One happy outcome of the
present reconstruction of the city
centre resulted in a wonderful find.
A very quick witted man working
on the foundations of the
demolished main Post Office,
knowing that it was the site of a
Dominican Priory, managed to
alert an architect to finds which
included 8.000 jugs, diamond
paving tiles and a carving of a
rabbit watched by a fox.

From Hazel’s talk it was very
evident that Exeter citizens owe
much to the Civic Society. The talk
certainly encouraged members of
the HLHS to regard the City with
even more critical attention.

Joan Fuller

Boundary Stones Booklet

At the meeting it was agreed to
proceed with the printing of 500
copies of the booklet at a cost of
£539.
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