Notes of the Society’s Annual
General Meeting held on 12th
September, 2006, which was
attended by 21 members and made
the following decisions.

1. The Secretary’s written
report was accepted with
thanks.

2. The Treasurer’s written
report was also accepted with
thanks.

3. Dates of meetings in 2007 were
agreed:-
18th January
3rd April
10th July
3rd September (AGM)

4. It was agreed to donate £50 to
the Primary School funds as
as a small token of gratitude
for being allowed to use the
school hall for meetings.

5. It was agreed to investigate
the cost of designing and
printing a leaflet describing
and identifying Heavitree’s
parish boundary stones.

6. Jo Griffiths volunteered to
arrange speakers for any dated
not yet covered. These might
include a botanical tour of the
Pleasure Ground and a coach

trip to Sampford Courtenay, the
site of important events during
the 1649 Prayer Book Rebellion.

7. The following officers were
elected unopposed:-

Chairman Cll David Morrish
Secretary Den Perrin
Treasurer Jeanne Smith

Programme Secretary Jo Griffiths

Prior to the meeting the head
teacher, Tim Walker, gave
members a tour of the new school
buildings. Everyone admired the
thought that had gone into
providing a facility which would
benefit generations of school

children in the years to come.
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The armorial bearings shown
below are two of 24 which, in 1847, were
placed high above the nave in the parish
church .

The identity of the families depicted has
been lost in the mist of time, but it has
recently been discovered that they are the
crests of local well to do families and
county dignitaries including Lord
Poltimore, Richard Ford, the Bishop of
Exeter and the Earl of Devon.
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The Society’s next meeting ) .
Parish Church Jottings

will be held on Thursday, 18th
January, at St Michael’s Primary
School, South Lawn Terrace,
commencing at 7:30pm.

It is possible that the meeting will
not be in the school hall, but if
this is the case directions will be
given to the classroom venue.

After a short business meeting
Hazel Harvey, who was for
many years the Secretary of
Exeter Civic Society, will give a
talk on the Society’s role in
protecting the City’s heritage.

Copies of some of the Civic
Society’s ‘Discovering Exeter’
publications will be on sale, as
will membership forms for
anyone wishing to join the
Society.

Refreshments will be available
after the talk.

There has been a church on the
site of the present St Michael &
All Angels Church for at least |
900 years, but the existing
building is relatively modern
having been completely rebuilt in
1846.

Apparently things could go
wrong with new buildings in
Victorian times as they do today.

Only 2 years after the new
church was consecrated the lower
skirting of the pews and the
flooring was found to be in a
‘state of putrescence’ - in other
words rampant dry rot.

The church was closed for
several months while the rotting
timber was replaced and a new
concrete floor laid, but also
because of the ‘noxious vapour
from the bodies buried under the
floor’ . .

Den Perrin



Heavitree’s Jamaican links
under new spotlight.

New interesting details have
come to light after the Society
was asked to help provide
information for a major
anniversary in 2007. In March it
will be 200 years since the
abolition of the slave trade in the
British Empire.

The Devon Black History
Group(DBHG) is intending to
mark the occasion with various
activities. They made contact
with us because of our research
into the links between Heavitree,
Devon and Heavitree, Jamaica.

Now a member of DBHG has
used information provided by us
to track down further knowledge
of historic links using a good
contact in Jamaica.

As a result we now know of a
connection between families who
owned land in Jamaica. Previous
Newsletters have described how
the Davy family, who came from
Heavitree,founded several places
in Jamaica including Wear,
Topsham and Heavitree.

Nearby in Jamaica the Glanville
family owned other landholdings

Including Exeter and Devon. Itis a
descendant of the Glanvilles, still
living in Jamaica, who is now
helping with on-the-ground
research.

The property called ‘Devon’ was,
for a number of years, owned
jointly by Samuel Glanville and
William Abell. There are two links
here.

Firstly a good bit of delving has
revealed that Abell was married to
a Margaretta Neyle. After his death
Margaretta married James Lewis
Davy, a doctor in Jamaica and son
of James Davy, our original
Heavitree link. He died in 1840
and she was living at 44 Magdalen
Street, Exeter, when she died in
1873

So we can imagine people locally
in Devon being regaled by stories
of namesake places far away in
Jamaica.

Secondly the Glanvilles came from
Ottery St Mary where Samuel’s
father, Thomas, was the local
solicitor. The Davys also had an
Ottery connection as Thomas,
brother of James above, was the
local doctor there. He too owned
property in Jamaica - Topsham;

although he is not thought to
have ever lived there.

All this and other information
discovered previously points to
quite a tight knit group with
Devon and Jamaica connections.

One further bit of information
has come to our attention
through this link and it is not a
happy one. Apparently Alcoa,
the mining company, has bought
many of the properties in our
area of interest and the land is
due to be mined for Bauxite,
including Wear. This was James
Davy’s original property in
Jamaica.

We don’t know the fate of
Heavitree but are trying to find
out.

Martin Weiler

Ordnance Survey Maps
(011141 1g can be found at:- www.

british-history.ac.uk/mapsheet
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JItem in the ‘Exeter Flying Post’
11** January, 1838.

Caution against indiscriminate alms
giving.

A further proof of the necessity of
caution in this respect was afforded on
Thursday last at Heavitree. The Rev
Arthur Atherley, the clergyman of the
parish, (Heavitree's vicar 1820-1857)
had received intimation that a man
with a petition to which his name was
attached as having given the petitioner
10s, was soliciting contributions, in the
parish, and in the course of the day the
rev gentleman in passing through the
village of Wonford, fell in with him,
and being unknown to the mendicant,
he presented his petition, and solicited
alms of Mr Atherley.

Convinced now of the imposition
endeavoured to be practised, from the
forgery of his own name, Mr Atherley told
the man the petition would not be
returned, and that he must accompany him.
This the beggar did for a short distance,
but coming to a part where a lane
branched off, the fellow bolted, making off
at the top of his speed.

Determined, however, by making an
example of the impostor, to endeavour to
check this prevalent practice, Mr Atherley
pursued him, in which he was joined by Mr
Crowther. The fellow outran them for a
considerable distance, but at length was
taken, and being on Friday brought before
the Magistrates at the Castle, was
convicted as a rogue and vagabond, and
sent to exercise at the treadmill for three
weeks.

(The punctuation and spelling is as
appeared in 1838)



