Pleasure Grounds in Devon
-Talk by Caroline Keep of
Devon Gardens Trust.

This lecture was arranged as one
of the events marking Heavitree
Pleasure Ground’s centenary and
attracted a large audience.

She covered the history of
local parks starting with
Northernhay Gardens, opened in
1612, the first public park in the
country. Bury Meadow followed
in 1703 and was used for cholera
victims in 1832.

In 1837 the Lower Cemetery in
Bartholomew Street was laid out
and Belmont Park was opened in
1886. St Thomas beat Heavitree
by 15 years, its Pleasure Ground
being opened in 1891.

Among many fascinating slides
was one she came across by
accident which showed an early
landscaping layout for Heavitree
Pleasure Ground by Robert
Veitch and Co.
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The Society’s Annual General
Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, 12th September.

David Morrish, Chairman, Den
Perrin, Secretary and Jeanne
Smith, Treasurer are prepared to
carry on for another year, but all
three would be delighted to hand
over the reins to anyone
interested at having a go.

Tour of Higher Cemetery
On Saturday, 29th July, Frank
Potter and Den Perrin will lead one
of their fascinating tours around

the Higher Cemetery.

It is a ‘must’ for anyone
interested in Exeter’s history for
among the 70,000 graves are
Titanic victims, famous cricketers,
and local dignitaries. The cemetery
is also a marvelous wild life
sanctuary.

The tour is free, starts from the
chapels at the bottom end of
St Marks Avenue, begins at
2:00pm and will last for
approximately two hours.
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Notes of the meeting held on 27th
April, 2006
There were 37 members and non
members present.

The Secretary reported that
Exeter City Council has agreed to
help organise a memorial gathering
at the Higher Cemetery for the
Exeter civilians who lost their lives
during World War 2 as a result of
enemy action.

He also reported that the £523
underspend on the 2005 Whipton
Lane Street Party had been paid
back to the ‘Awards For All’.

The Treasurer reported that the
current balance was £862.
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The Society’s next meeting Things you might not

will be held on Thursday, 6th
July, at St Michael’s Primary
School, South Lawn Terrace,
commencing at 7:30pm.

After a short business meeting
Julia Neville will describe her
research into Exeter’s archives.

Refreshments will be available

after the talk.
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Summer Fete

On Sunday, 6th August, as part of
the Pleasure Ground’s centenary
celebrations, Heavitree
Community Association is
organising a summer fete.

In addition to the normal stalls,
including one from the History
Society, there will be many
special events such as a Teddy
Bears Picnic, Punch and Judy and
a Tug-of-War demonstration.

know about Heavitree’s
Fore Street.

The society is arranging a tour
of Fore Street, Heavitree led by
David Morrish.

People who have been on
previous tours found them a
pleasurable way of learning
something about Heavitree’s
history. Lying as it does on the
old Great London Road, scene of
executions and highway
robberies, Fore Street has been
part of Devon’s history for many
centuries and David hopes to
shed a little light on this history.

The tour is on Sunday.
16th July and starts from Livery
Dole, near to “Walter Wall
Carpet’ shop at 2:30pm.

It is hoped to arrange a visit to
St Clares Chapel during the tour
which is free.

All are welcome.



Audience Participation
Comes to Heavitree

At the Society’s May meeting,
members and friends were
treated to a fascinating talk by
“Mr History-in-Exeter”.

Todd Gray showed a wonderful
variety of old prints, sketches and
plans of Exeter from medieval
times to the 19th century and, as
well as explaining their place in
the city’s past, welcomed guests
from the audience to ‘place’ the
pictures.

Although not specifically
designed for Heavitree residents,
the evening was enthralling for
all present. One of the earliest
views was of a “factory” in the
18th century, which turned out to
be Colleton Crescent from the
west bank of thr Exe!

Southernhay was not so easily
identifiable as the print showed a
pronounced camber from west to
east. This was levelled out over
the years as developers sought a
more symmetrical form of
thoroughfare. Todd mentioned a
view of Chit Rocks near
Sidmouth and reminded us that a
former Lord Sidmouth, having

been widowed, took himself a far
younger woman much to the
amusement of local gentry and
caused the great J.M.Turner to
caricature the gentleman in
geological form! The rest is left to
the imagination.

If the rest of the year’s programme
of the Society is half as good as
this, members are in for a treat.
Terry Bound

e sfe 3 ke ofe sfe ofe ofe ok

South Devon Railway

The operators of the above railway
are offering special terms to groups
which might be of interest to
members. The line runs from
Buckfastleigh, where there is free
parking for coaches, to Totnes.

Group fares, until June 2007, are
Adults return £7:30, Senior
citizens £6:80 return.

Members views will be sought at
the June meeting, but contact Den
Perrin if you would be interested if
a group tour was arranged in 2007.

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

Local History Soctety.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 208

Tel 01392 216395 pern@supanet.com

St Michael’s Primary
School, Heavitree

With the imminent
disappearance of the Victorian
building formerly known as
Heavitree Parochial School it
seemed appropriate to look back
many years and quote some
memories of times past and
quotes from official documents.

“The teachers I remember
were two elderly ladies, or so
they seemed to me, who were
kindly sisters. I never remember
any punishment except looks of
disapproval which seemed to
suffice. We learnt our letters and
to count by means of moving
beads along a wire. I lived quite
near the school, it was possible
to go alone except on Fridays
when cattle were driven to
Exeter market from outlying
country districts”.

(E.Clarke, b. Mitchell 1891)

The Girls’s Mistress was very
efficient and ruled teachers and
pupils with a rod of iron. The
cane was given for the simplest
of misdemeanours. We were
taught Religious Knowledge and
often the curate of St Michaels
Church came to question us.
Cookery classes were held in the
Church rooms. When we reached

The white building in the centre is the
original parochial school in Fore Street -
now the site of ‘Somerfields’ store.

the sixth standard we took a school
leaving examination in Reading,
Writing and Arithmetic. This
meant it was possible to leave
school at twelve years old and go
to work. Night School provided
further education in basic subjects.
Of the Boys School little was
known by the girls. If you were
“fortunate” to be near the stairs,
the shouts of masters could be
heard, followed by thumps and
bangs.
An inspector’s annual report in

1898 gives the following:-

Boys’ School under Master 202

Girls” School under Mistress 176

Infants School Boys & Girls 166

(to be cont’d in September Newsletter)

Joan Fuller



