Diary Dates
On Tuesday, 16th May, Todd
Gray will give a talk on “The
Changing Face of Exeter
Since 1500°. Over recent
years Todd has built up a fine
reputation as a local historian
and an interesting evening is
guaranteed.
Venue: St Michael’s School
Time: 7:30pm.
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On Saturday, 10th June the
Society visits the newly
opened Devon Record Office
on the Sowton Industrial
Estate.
Time:10:00am

Numbers are limited to 20 so
could anyone wishing to go
on this tour please contact
Den Perrin.
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Thursday, 6th July, at St
Michael’s School a talk by
Julia Neviile on Exeter
Archives. Time 7:30 pm.
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Tour of Meteorology Office
Not yet arranged.

NatWest Bank, Heavitree

The year 1906 was a particularly
auspicious year for Heavitree as, in
addition to the opening of the Pleasure
Ground, July that year saw the first
bank opened, at 1 Isca Terrace - two
shops up from the recently closed Post
Office. The original bank was called
the London & Smith Bank, which
became the Exeter Bank and then the
National Provincial Bank in which
name it moved in 1927 to a small part
of the present site of the NatWest Bank
in Fore Street.

An archivist from the Royal Bank
of Scotland Group, which owns
NatWest, is preparing a small leaflet to
mark the occasion and the Society has
been able to provide photographs from
the beginning of the 20" century.

Den Perrin
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The Society’s next meeting is
one of the many events
commemorating the centenary
of the opening of Heavitree
Pleasure Ground. There will
be a short business meeting
followed by a talk by Caroline
Keep from Devon Gardens
Trust on this and other similar
parks in the County.

Date: Thursday, 27th April
Venue: St Michael’s Primary
School, South Lawn Terrace
Time: 7:30pm

Pleasure Ground Centenary

On Friday, 5th May, Exeter’s
Lord Mayor will be present at
the birthday celebrations in the
Pleasure Ground. He will
unveil a commemorative stone
and local children will perform
a maypole dance. The event

will commence at 11:00am and
take place adjacent to the main
entrance in Whipton Lane.

Other Commemorative events
planned are:-
Sunday 23rd July
Sports Day
Tennis Bowls,
5-a-side football,
Orienteering and many other
activities.

Sunday 6th August: Family Day
Punch & Judy Tug of War
Kites Circus Skills
Teddy bears picnic and much
much more.

This Newsletter was published by the

Heavitree Local History Society, founded

1998.
Chairman : Councillor David Morrish

Secretary :  Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Rd.

Exeter EX1 208
Tel 01392 216395 pern@supanet.com




North Street - widening

Before it was widened North Street, at

its junction with Fore Street, was

much narrower than it is today. A wall

tablet marks the completion of the
widening by Heavitree Urban District
Council in 1910 and records the
names of J.R.Nethercott, Chairman,
J.W Matthews, Clerk and
F.E.Simpson. Surveyor.
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The minutes of the H.U.D.C. Streets

Committee in 1908 record the
various payments to owners of
properties in North Street, to
compensate them for the loss of
their land. A Mr Hutchings received
three shillings per foot and £7 10s
to include the cost of setting back
railings. A Mr C. offered a portion
of his garden for £47 10s to include
the cost of setting back railings, but
this offer was rejected.

An offer was made by Messrs H& R.,

for four properties in Homefield

Place for the purpose of widening
North Street, the UDC made a
lower offer which was subsequently
rejected. A perusal of maps of the
area shows that a corner property,
which adjoined the property now
occupied by the ‘Light of India’
restaurant, was demolished and
became part of the highway.

The number of houses in North
Street, according to Besley’
1909/1910 Exeter Directory was ten
on the east side and four on the west
- known as Oak Close. The
occupations of the inhabitants of
these houses make very interesting
reading.A laundress, a coachman,an
ironmonger, a wheelwright,a
chimney sweep(remembered in the
late twenties as Sooty Read), an
insurance agent, a butcher and a
dairyman. Apart from one or two
recent additions most of the
buildings in North Street, including
the Windsor Castle public house,
remain as they were in 1910.

Joan Fuller
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Heavitree/Jamaica
Connection

Early Society newsletters
(particularly editions 6 and 7)
reported the existence of a
Heavitree in Jamaica and
traced its foundations in the
19™ century to the Davy family
from our own Heavitree.

Now details have emerged of
another family with Jamaica
and Heavitree connections.

The Society has been
contacted by Karen Palandri
(nee Potter) the great, great,
great, grandaughter of a James
Potter. He owned properties in
the parish of St. Elizabeth,
Jamaica and was married to
Rebecca who was born in
Jamaica in 1787,

The couple moved to
Heavitree sometime between
1819, when a child of theirs
was born in Jamaica, and
September 1820 and lived at
South Wonford House. They
had several children baptized
in the parish church. James
died on 2" January, 1829.

Karen writes “I don” know
why they chose Heavitree
especially as there appears to
be a family in the Manchester
area. Perhaps he retired to
Heavitree. Do any of your
members have information on
my family or know why they

settled in Heavitree?

It is pure conjecture, but
would be nice to think that the
Potters knew the Davys and that
Heavitree, Devon, had been
thoroughly recommended as the
place to live.

Further information can be found
on:-

www.jamaicafamilysearch.com
Martin Weiler

Notes of the meeting held on
12th January, 2005.

1. Thirty members were present.

2. Secretary’s Report.

a) The City Council has decided not
to join with the Society in
publishing a boundary stone
leaflet, but have offered £200 to
help.

b) It was agreed to try to organise a
memorial service for Exeter
civilians who died as the result of

enemy action during WW2.

¢) It was decided not to sponsor a
tree identification scheme in the
Pleasure Ground.

3. Former red coat Jo Griffiths gave a
fascinating talk, illustrated with
slides, on some not so well known
facts about Exeter.

She took us on a walk from St
Sidwells to Exe Bridge, describing
the saint’s origins, the history of St
John’s Hospital, and the cellar in
the Well House complete with
skeleton. Did you know that the
statue of Queen Victoria on the

M&S shop is fibre glass, not stone.

This was just one of the things some

of us didn’t know but do now,

thanks to Jo.



