Agenda for the meeting to be
held on Thursday, 12th January
2006.

1. Welcome to new
members.

2 Secretary’s Report.

3 Treasurer’s Report.

4. Pleasure Ground
Centenary.

i Research Projects.

6. Social Events.

[ Items raised by members.
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Notes of the Annual General
Meeting held on 15th
September, 2005.

1. Fifteen members were present.

2. Secretary’s Report.
The Secretary’s written report
was accepted. A vote of thanks for
the Secretary’s hard work during the
year, especially his efforts in

organising the Street Party, was

passed.

3. The Treasurer’s written report
was accepted with thanks. The total
expenditure on the street party was
£559:30p less than the grant received
from the Lottery Fund and it is
likely that this sum will have to be
repaid. There was an overspend of
£40 on one item and prizes costing
£10:45 for the fancy dress competition
were not included in the original
budget.

4. Pleasure Ground Centenary. Various
suggestions as to how the centenary
could be celebrated were made, but it

was agreed that the Society should
only be involved if the City Council
was taking the lead.

5. Social Events. It was agreed to try to
organise a tour of the Met offices on a
Saturday afternoon in 2006.

6. Election of officers.
The following were elected:-

Chairman David Morrish
Secretary Den Perrin
Treasurer Jeanne Smith

Meetings and Speakers 2006

12th January “Things you might not
know about Exeter”.
Ex Red Coat Jo Griffiths
27th April “History of Heavitree
Pleasure Ground”.
Carolyn Keep of Devon
Gardens Trust.
16th May “Changing face of Exeter
since 1500”. Todd Gray
10th June 10:00am Tour of the new
County Record Office at Sowton.
6th July “Exeter Archives” Julia Neville

All meetings commence at 7:30pm

The next meetmg of the Soc1ety

Wlll be held on:-

Thursday, 12th January, 2006
° in

St Michael’s CE Primary
School, South LawnTerrace
o commencing at 7:30pm

o All are welcome, but
non-members will be asked to
> make a £1 donation.
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30p

Free to members
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Heavitree Pleasure Ground 1906 to 2006.

In March 2005 the Society suggested that the City Council should
mark the Pleasure Ground’s centenary, but to date there has been little
progress. The initial response was encouraging, but David Morrish has
recently been informed that the City Council is not prepared to
organise any celebratory events as ‘this would be the worst form of
tokenism’. It unclear what is meant by this but it does create problems

for the Society as public liability
insurance for open air events,
where large numbers of people
will be present, is exorbitant. The
street party was only possible
because the Lottery grant covered
the £500 insurance premium.

The Heavitree Community
Association has arranged a
meeting on 10th January with the
City Council and local
organisations to see if something
can be arranged, but it does seem
a pity that nine months has
already been wasted.

The Society has arranged for a
speaker from the Devon Gardens

Trust to give a talk on the
history of the Heavitree
Pleasure Grounds and other
public parks in Devon in

St Michael’s Primary School,
South Lawn Terrace, at 7:30pn
on Thursday, 27th April, 2006

This Newsletter was published by the

Heavitree Local History Soctety, founded

1998.
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Exeter Blitz Victims

Many members will know that
there are World War 1 and World
War 2 memorials in the Higher
Cemetery and many graves of
servicemen who died in the
locality or in the sea off the
Devon Coast.

Two hundred metres from the
WW2 memorial are the graves of
nearly 100 Exeter residents died
as the result of German air raids
on the City between 1940 and
1944. Approximately 280
Exonian civilians died as the
result of enemy action during
WW2.

In October a number of Devon
Association members were taken
on a tour of the cemetery and one
contacted the organiser to say
that she had enjoyed the tour but
was distressed at the poor
standard of the maintenance of
the civilian graves.

There is no doubt that the
maintenance of the civilian
graves, while of the same
standard as most of the other
graves in the cemetery, are not
kept in such a pristine state as the
memorials and graves which are
the responsibility of the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission.

On reflection this does seem odd
as it is probable that many of the
servicemen died of natural causes
during the war and the highly
maintained section contains a
number of German airman who
were shot down while bombing
Exeter.

The Society wrote to the
CWGC asking whether it would
take over responsibility for
maintaining the site of the mass
burial of the Exeter blitz victims,
but it has replied that its charter
prevents it looking after civilian
graves.

Accordingly the matter has
been raised with Ben Bradshaw
M.P.

Memorial Service

Since the 1920°s many
communities have paid their
respect to servicemen and women
who lost their lives in the World
Wars by simple ceremonies at war
memorials, but it seems that there
has never been any attempt to
remember and pay respect to the
Exeter civilians who were killed as
a result of enemy action during
World War 2.

At the January meeting the
Secretary will ask whether
members think this is something
the Society should raise with the
Citv Council.

Heavitree Pleasure
Ground

Embedded in the wall near
the Whipton Lane entrance is a
plaque that states in simple
terms that the Pleasure Ground
was opened by Colonel Vaughan,
Chairman of the Heavitree
Urban District Council on May
1st 1906 attended by
J.W.W.Matthew, Clerk, and
F.E.Simpson, the Surveyor.

The following has been gleaned
from the UDC minutes and
press reports of the day.

As there was a threat that the
land would be developed for
housing the UDC purchased four
fields in 1905 and asked Messrs
Veitch to carry out ornamental
planting. A path was laid around
the site and the drainage
improved.

In 1906 a further area was
acquired and two fields were let
for mowing and sheep grazing.

As the year went on a tennis
court, a bowling green and a
childrens playground was
provided, the children being
warned that they must behave
properly.

Originally only Heavitree

parishioners were allowed to
use the tennis courts and the
bowling green but in time
others were allowed in, but
had to pay a higher hiring fee

Early in 1907 Robert James
was appointed ground keeper
and gardener at a wage of 24
per week and “that he be
provided with a cap”.

Mr James was needed as
several boys were brought
before the Committee and fined
for causing damage to the grounds
there was swearing during football
matches and help was needed on
Sundays when behaviour was
particularly poor - broken bottles
and damage to plants was noted.

In 1908 Heavitree Cricket Club
requested a portion of the land for
cricket practice.

Improvements continued up to
Heavitree’s annexation in 1913.
Entrance gates were provided,
ladies and childrens toilets built
and more trees and shrubs planted.
Seats were placed around the
Pleasure Ground swings and
seesaws provided in the
playground and a plant nursery
established.

This short account is testimony to
the foresight of a small local
authority with limited funds.

Joan Fuller



