Agenda for the meeting to be held on
Tuesday, 15th March.

Welcome to new members.
Secretary’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report.

Street Party 2005.
Research Projects.

Social Events.

Items raised by members.
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Notes of the meeting held on 2nd
December, 2004.
1. Eighteen members were present.
2. Talk by Jane Whittle
3. Secretary reported that the Society’s
web page had led to him receiving
regular queries from all points
of the compass including Australia
and the U.S.A.
4. Treasurer’s Report.
Current balance £796:42
5. Street Party. It was agreed that as
the official commemorative event in
London to mark the 60th
anniversary of the end of World War
2 was to be held on Sunday, 10th
July, 2005 ,the Whipton Lane party
should be held on the same date.
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Pleasure Ground on Screen

An air photograph of Exeter taken by
the German Luftwaffe between 1940
and 1942 shows what could be ditches
running across the top fields of
Heavitree Pleasure Ground. It is known
that ditches were dug in the Pleasure
Ground in the early days of the war to
prevent German troop gliders landing
on clear open spaces.

Please contact Den Perrin if you

Street Party

The society is anxious to have up to a 100
people at the street party who remember
1945 so please contact Den Perrin if you
do and would like to receive an invitation.
You don’t need to have been living in
Heavitree at the time.

Anyone who can help on 10th July should
also contact Den.

Kent Vicar Hooked!!

The perils of the world wide web were
neatly illustrated in a letter to ‘The Times’
on 17th February , 2005, from the Rural
Dean of Tonbridge.

Following advice from his children on
using computers and wishing to obtain
information on Richard Hooker the
philosopher of religion born in Heavitree in
1554 and commemorated by a statue in
Exeter Cathedral Green, he typed in the
word ‘Hooker’.

Unfortunately the information that came
up on his screen was neither Anglican or
divine.

RAAM Development

Helped by a £9m lottery grant the City
Council is planning a major revamp of the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum and as
part of a fund raising exercise the museum
trust is launching ‘A Snapshot in Time’
scheme whereby individuals and
organisations make a donation and stake a
claim on a date that is important to them.

If there is a date which you think other
Society members will agree is important
either contact Den Perrin or make a
proposal at the meeting on 15th March.

30p

Free to members
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Whipton Lane Street Party 2005.

Planning for this major event has reached an advanced state. The City
Council’s approval to switch the date to Sunday, 10th July has been
received and the affected residents informed.

The Lord Mayor’s office has accepted our invitation to attend the
event and an application for an award of lottery funds to cover the
cost of the party has been submitted.

If the grant application is successful the It has been extremely difficult to obtain

Society aims to provide refreshments and  accurate estimates for all the various

entertainment for up to 100 local children items and it is possible that some

and 100 adults who can remember the unforeseen expenses may have to be met

events in 1945, by the Society even if the grant
application is successful.

Current Health & Safety and food

preparation regulations mean that an Den Perrin

event of this nature cannot now simply

happen spontaneously and a considerable

amount of pre-planning and hard work

on the day is required.
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: The next meeting of the Society
- will be held on:-
Tuesday, 15th March

The grant application covers insurance, o
marquee hire, street entertainment and a m

band as well as food, and we are hoping St Michaels CE Middle School,
to stage a display of 1940’s artifacts, South Lawn Terrace

such as identity cards, ration books and commencing at
gas-masks, together with a display of :

photographs of street parties held in 7:30pm
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Womens Work in Rural
England 1450-1700.

At the Society’s meeting on 2nd
December, 2004, local historian Jane
Whittle gave a fascinating talk on the
lives of women in rural communities like
Heavitree, in the period 1450-1700.

The historical sources for this age are
literature, art, legal documents and
archives.

In a 15th Century ballad entitled ‘A
Tyrannical Husband’, his wife had
milked the cows and turned them out
into the fields before he stirred from the
warmth of his bed.

She then had to look after her children,
feed the chickens, make butter and
cheese, bake bread, brew ale, winnow
corn, tease and card wool, and many
other tasks around the farm.

But her duties didn’t end there. She
cooked all the meals, washed and
repaired the family’s clothes and took
farm produce to the local market. This
left little time for ‘chattering with Jack
and Jane’.

A ‘Book of Huswifery’, published in
1573, made the point that ‘Though
husbandrie seemeth to bring in the
gaines. Yet huswiferie labours seeme

seeme equall in paines’.

Another book published in 1696 listed the
skills that women were expected to
possess. These included pickling,
preserving, drying fruit, dressings, basic ‘
first aid and distilling.

Inventories in Heavitree in the same
period revealed that farming families had
all the tools and containers required for
the production of butter, cheese and ale.

The above illustration, which is from the
same period, shows that in some
marriages at least there was a real
partnership and Jane suggested that this
may have produced more equality
between the sexes than in later decades.

By the 16th century each area in England
set wage rates, but women always got
paid less whatever the task. Gathering in
the harvest seems to have been the best
paid occupation, caused no doubt by the
need to gather the crop quickly as soon as
it was ripe.

Coroners’ records show that some
activities usually carried out by women
were hazardous. There were regular
occurrences of women’s death by
drowning while collecting water from
wells or washing clothes in streams.

Anyone who has been on one of the
Society’s guided tours of the Higher
Cemetery will know that in addition to
the memorials to servicemen killed in
World Wars 1 and 2 there are nearly 100
graves of men, women and children
killed in air raids on Exeter, most of
which occurred in May 1942.

An article in the February issue of

‘History Today’ describes the steps
taken by local authorities as early as
February 1939 to deal with civilian
deaths caused by enemy action.

Government forecasts on the number of
civilian deaths in the event of war were
understandably not widely publicised, as
ministers felt there would be a huge loss
of life and public morale would suffer if
the bodies of those killed were not dealt
with quickly.

Buildings, including swimming pools,
cattle markets and stables, were
earmarked as emergency mortuaries and
facilities for laying out bodies were
prepared.

When the air-raids commenced some of
the government’s policy decisions were
widely condemned for it was decreed
that where bodies were claimed by
relatives they should be wrapped in
shrouds and buried in mass graves.

This decision was justified because of the
shortage of timber for coffins and the
unavailability of labour to dig individual
graves following heavy air-raids.

Although the reasons were recognised
the decision to use mass graves clearly

rankled as for many it reflected the
stigma of pauper burials. Morale was
badly affected as it was also felt that
civilian casualties deserved to be
honoured and treated with the same
respect as military deaths.

After the war was over some relatives
attempted to recover their relatives’
bodies but the government was
unsympathetic and only grudgingly
agreed to grant local authorities £5
towards memorials for each body that
had been buried in a mass grave.

Den Perrin

Devon Record Office

The long wait for the opening of the
new Record Office on the Sowton
Industrial Estate is almost over.
Apparently the delay has been caused
by construction problems but the
building will be open for business on
14th March!

Dates of Future HLHS Meetings:-
Thursday, 2nd June, 2005.
Thursday, 15th September,2005

(AGM)
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