Agenda for the meeting to be held on
Thursday, 2nd December.
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Welcome to new members.
Talk by Jane Whittle
Secretary’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report.

Street Party 2005.
Research Projects.

Social Events.

Items raised by members.

Notes of the AGM held on 14th
September, 2004.

1.

2

Twenty three members were
present.

The Secretary’s and
Treasurer’s written reports
were received with thanks.

. It was agreed that the Society should

try to arrange a street party in
Whipton Lane to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the end of
WorldWar 2. Funding to be sought
fromHome Front Recall.

Date 29th August 2005.

. It was agreed that Jane Whittle be

asked to give a talk on women’s role
in Medieval England at the next
meeting.

. Members were advised of the

proposed closure of Heavitree
Library and the public meeting on
12th October.

. Election of Officers:-
David Morrish Chairman
Den Perrin Secretary
Jeanne Smith Treasurer
were elected unopposed.

. Dates of Future Meetings:-

Thursday, 2nd December, 2004.
Tuesday, 15th March, 2005.
Thursday, 2nd June, 2005.
Thursday, 15th September,2005
(AGM)

Victory Celebrations!

In 1946 the whole country celebrated the
first anniversary of the end of World War
2. A national holiday was declared and in
London massive crowds packed the streets
and cheered a huge parade which included
many bands, tanks, guns and contingents
from every organisation that contributed to
the victory. In the evening there was a
spectacular fireworks display launched
from barges on the River Thames.

Similar parades took place in every major
city, including Exeter, and City wards,
such as Heavitree organised their own
local celebrations. The following report
appeared in the Express & Echo of 8th
June, 1946.

‘Heavitree celebrations opened
paradoxically with the crowning of a King
as the Victory Queen, but the Mayor who
performed the ceremony decided that this
was in order when he found the choice had
fallen on charming blonde Miss Sylvia

‘King. The spacious Pleasure Grounds

formed an ideal setting for the ward’s
comprehensive programme of events. A
religious service conducted by Rev. Arthur
Johnston followed the crowning ceremony.
Then came a fancy dress parade, a baby
show, sports, bowls drive, skittling, ladies
ankle competition, physical training display
by the 4th & 10th Exeter Boys Brigade
and 3rd Exeter Girls Life Brigade. Beating
the retreat by the band of Exeter ACF,
dancing, a fireworks display and bonfire.

It is estimated that 1500 children were
given refreshment. And the miracle was
that there was plenty of food for
everyone’. (This at a time when most food
was still rationed.)
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Whipton Lane Street Party 2005. Preparations have
begun for this event and approval to close part of Whipton Lane
has already been received. The Society agreed at the AGM to hold
this event on 29th August, 2005, but the Ministry of Defence has
recently announced that the official commemorative event to be
attended by the Queen will be held on Sunday, 10th July, 2005.

This date has been chosen as it is halfway between VE Day and VJ Day, although some
organisations, including those that represent

service men and women who fought in the

Far East, are not happy with this decision.

The History Society will discuss at its next The.neXt meeting of the

meeting whether the Heavitree street party % Society will be held on:-

should be brought forward to July. Thursday, 2nd December
in

It could be argued that the weather in July ; ;

is generally better than late August and that St Michaels CE Middle

holding the event two months after the School, South Lawn Terrace

national ceremonies could be a bit of a starting at

damp squib. 7:30pm

Against this August will give more time to with a talk by Jane Whitle on

plan the event and avoid clashing with ‘Wha,t Did Women Do All

events in Exeter. Day?’.

O 0 0o 0 O

NS GREETINGS



HEAVITREE CRICKET
CONNECTIONS

When Heavitree Local History Society
and the City Council produced a leaflet
on Higher Cemetery one of the sporting
names of interest highlighted amongst
those buried there was England cricketer
Percy Fender. Now new research has
added to the list of first class cricketers
with Heavitree connections.

Percy George Herbert Fender was born
in London in 1892. In a glittering
career he was selected 13 times for his
country scoring 380 runs and taking

29 wickets. He played for Sussex
(1910-1913) and Surrey (1914-1935),
being captain of the latter from
1921-1931. A right hand batsman, he
scored 19034 first class runs (including
21 centuries) and took 1894 first class
wickets (including 5 wickets in an
innings 100 times) with his leg spin or
right arm medium pace. He was Wisden
Cricketer of the Year in 1915. He was
particularly famed for the long held
record of scoring a century in 35
minutes for Surrey v Northamptonshire
in 1920. He lived his later life in

Exeter and died on 15 June 1985. He is
buried at the Hamlin Lane end of the
cemetery and his grave has the
appropriate epitaph "A Record Innings".

You have to go back to just before the
Victorian era to find details of the
birth of the first known Heavitree first
class cricketer. James Edward Ford
was born in the parish on 6 February
1836. He played just 3 first class
games - all for the MCC in 1857. He
scored 21 runs and did not bowl. The

parish register shows he was the son of

son of James, a clerk, and Jane Frances
Ford. Does anyone know if there is a
family connection with Richard Ford who
lived in Heavitree House and wrote the
first travel guide to Spain? James

died in Hastings in 1877.

A more recent connection is Louis
Norman Devereux who was born in
Heavitree on 20 October 1931. He played
for Middlesex, Worcestershire and
Glamorgan. In 192 first class matches
between 1949 and 1960 he scored 5560
runs (including one century v Lancashire
at Old Trafford in 1957) and took 178
wickets with his off spin. As a youngster
Louis was a talented table tennis player
and represented England in 1949.

Exeter Cricket Club played its matches in
1884 and 1885 in the Polsloe Park
recreation ground and in 1886 at Gras
Lawn. Heavitree already had a thriving
cricket team by this time.

The Society would like to hear of other
Heavitree sporting links for future

issues of the newsletter (we already know
quite a lot about Arsenal and England
footballer, Cliff Bastin).

Martin Weiler

(This article is based on information
provided by Brian Carpenter, archivist
at the Devon Record Office and a keen

cricket writer and historian).

WHAT DID WOMEN DO ALL

Women’s work in rural England
1450-1700.

Historian Jane Whittle will be giving a
talk entitled "What did women do all
day?’ at our next meeting. This will
take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 2
December at St. Michael's School in
South Lawn terrace. All are welcome.

Jane comments "up until the nineteenth
century Heavitree was a predominantly
rural community. My lecture looks at the
type of work women did in rural
communities such as this. It will give
examples of documents historians use

to reconstruct the work women did,
discuss the division of tasks between men
and women in farming households, and
describe with illustrations what
particular tasks, such as dairying,
spinning or cooking actually involved”.

The lecture takes evidence from all over
England, but where possible

examples from Devon are used, such as
the probate inventory of Avice Starling
who was employed by the Earl of Devon
at Tawstock in the 1640s, not only to
wash clothes, but also working in fields
making hay, clodding barley and
weeding, or Katherine Landman, who
worked as a servant on a farm in

Uffculme.

There is even a little evidence from
Heavitree, such as the probate
inventory of Alice Lee, who died in
1646, and lists the goods she used to
brew beer and make cheese. The lecture

will examine not only those tasks that

were connected to farming, but how
women combined work to earn money
with child-care and household tasks.

Even in the sixteenth century it was
recognised that “some respite to
husbands the weather may send, but
housewives affairs have never an end”.

Jane Whittle lives in Heavitree, has
been a lecturer in History at Exeter
University since 1995, and has
published a number of books and
articles on aspects of rural life in

early modern England.
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The full web address to the Society’s
Home page is:-
http:/beehive.thisisexeter.co.uk/default
.asp?WCI=SiteHome&ID=9173

This Newsletter was published by the

Heavitree Local History Soctety.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary:  Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2Q8

Tel 01392 216395  pern@supanet.com




