Secretary’s Report 2003/04

The past 12 months have
probably been the quietest
period of the Society’s short life.

A large quantity of research
for the ‘Regents Square’ project
was amassed but for
unavoidable reasons remains
unfinished. If anyone is
interested in completing this
work please contact me.

Similarly-the history of St
Michael’s School has not been
completed, but in this case the
delay has been caused by the
complexity of the subject and
summer distractions.

Tours of Poltimore House and
St Katherines Priory were a
great success as was the lecture
by John Salvatore on the future
role of English Heritage.

Thanks are due to Hilda
Mitchelmore for arranging these
events, but she is a very busy
lady and it would be very helpful
if someone else would take on
the job of arranging this type of
activity for the next 12 months.

The main content of the last
four newsletters has been the
Polsloe Park research carried
out by Martin Weiler. The
Society is always happy to
publish the result of members’
research. ‘

Due to Mike Smith’s efforts
the Society has an attractive
web site and this has resulted in
a number of queries concerning
Heavitree’s history from family
and local historians in all
corners of the globe.

Den Perrin

Annual General Meeting

Agenda

1.

2.

7.

8.

Welcome to new members.

Secretary’s Report (see September
Newsletter)

Treasurer’s Report (enclosed)
Future Projects.

Social Events.

Items raised by members.
Dates for future meetings.

Election of officers for 2004-2005.

(David Morrish, Chairman, Den Perrin,
Secretary, and Jeanne Smith, Treasurer,
are willing to serve for another year.)

Wanted! Has any member a frame tent
that the Society could borrow from time to
time?

If so contact Den Perrin 216395

The full web address to the Society’s
Home page is:-
http:/bechive.thisisexeter.co.uk/default.asp
?WCI=SiteHome&ID=9173

This Newsletter was published by the

Heavitree Local History Society.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary:  Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2QS
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Whipton Lane Street Party. 2005 marks the 60th anniversary of the end of
World War 2 and Lottery money is available to fund activities that commemorate the
remarkable events in 1945 and help new generations appreciate the importance of thos

events.

On 8th May, 1945, VE Day celebrated
the cessation of hostilities in Europe and
on 2nd September, 1945, VJ Day, the
nation gave thanks for the surrender of
Japan.

On both these dates and during the
folowing weeks street parties were held
throughout the land and the Chairman
and Secretary have begun exploring
whether it is possible to arrange a street
party in Heavitree.

There are many factors to be
considered such as the effect on traffic of
any road closures, noise nuisance to
nearby residents, security, health and
safety and insurance, but it is suggested
that Whipton Lane, from the Roseland
Avenue junction to Stanwey, is the best
site and that early September 2005 is the
best date.

These proposals have not yet been
discussed with any other organization
and the Society’s formal approval to it
taking a leading role in the project will be
sought at the AGM. The Whipton Lane
residents most affected by the proposed
road closure have been informed and to
date there has been strong support and

no objections.

More details will be outlined at the
AGM, but it is recognized that although
the 1945 celebrations were spontaneous
and went ahead with the minimum of
organization a similar project in 2005
will require the help not only of local
residents but also of other local
community organizations.

Den Perrin

The Society’s sixth

Annual General MeetingRlIRE
held in St Michael’s CE Middle
School, South Lawn Terrace on
Tuesday, 14th September,
commencing at 7:30pm.

The Agenda is on the back page of
this newsletter and copies of the Society’
Constitution and notes of the 2003 AGM
will be circulated at the meeting.

If a membership form is included with
this newsletter it indicates that your
Subscription for 2004/2004 is now due
and can be paid at the AGM.



Polsloe Park for sale.....in
1846

More details about the Polsloe
Park estate have been uncovered.
Further to the article in the March
2004 newsletter member Tony
Collings has spotted a newspaper
advert in the Exeter Flying Post
edition of 24 December 1846. This
gives an excellent description of the
property which once stood just
inside Heavitree’s boundary with
Exeter. It also helps paint a picture
of how the area marketed itself to
wealthy Victorians.

The ‘for sale’ notice boasts that
Polsloe Park was situated “in the
most elevated and healthy part of the
Parish of Heavitree, commanding
views, which for extent, diversity,
and richness of scenery, cannot be
surpassed in the neighbourhood. It is
within 10 minutes walk of the centre
of Exeter, and has the two-fold
advantage of a town and country
residence. There are three carriage
approaches, one without and two
within the turnpike gate”.

It continues “The house was built a
few years since in the most
substantial manner without limit as
to price, for the late Proprietor’s
own residence, and the internal
arrangements are complete, and
adequate to the requirements and
comforts of a large family.

“It contains on the ground floor a
spacious entrance hall, 27ft by 18ft
in which is a fire place with a
frontispiece beautifully and

elaborately carved in oak and a grand
staircase in character with the hall,
drawing and dining room, each 27t
by 18ft and 12ft in height, library 18ft
by 15ft.

“There are five best bed rooms, each
about18ft by 14ft and 10ft in height,
three dressing rooms and a water
closet on the first floor. Three attics
and room for three more in an
unfinished state on the second floor
and back staircase.

“The basement offices consist of a
kitchen 27ft by 18ft, back kitchen,
servants’ hall, butler’s pantry, store
closet, larder, beer, wine and coal
cellars with other useful offices, and is
well supplied with pump water.

“The land and pleasure ground
attached to the house is 3 and a half
acres; and from 35 to 40 acres,
immediately adjoining of rich pasture
land may also be had if required”.

Martin Weiler

Anyone with further information
about the Polsloe Park estate is
encouraged to contact the society so
we can establish a fuller record of this
fascinating corner of our parish.

Regents Square Study

A considerable amount of information
about the square’s history has been
collected but we need someone to
organise it and possibly prepare it for
publication. Please contact Den Perrin if
you think you might be that ‘person’.

Neighbourhood watch.....1831

Helping convict thieves in
Heavitree could be a lucrative
business in the nineteenth century.
Documents held by the Devon
Record Office and noted by one of
their archivists, Brian Carpenter,
provide the details and give a great
insight into the types of crime that
concerned our essentially rural parish
at the time.

A handbill, dated October 1831,
says that “rewards will be paid by the
parishioners of Heavitree on the
conviction of any person or persons,
who shall have stolen any fruit,
vegetables, shrubs, gates, fences,
poultry or other property belonging
to any person in the parish”.

If the offence was committed
during the day the reward was 5
shillings and if at night (“between
sun set and sun rising”) — ten
shillings.

The notice also stated that 10
shillings would be paid on the
conviction of anyone for
“housebreaking or entering and
stealing” in the day time and 20
shillings if it was at night.

Applications had to be made to the
Overseer of the Poor and the scheme
obviously had some impact. For
another document is an 1832 receipt
for 20 shillings paid out by the
Overseer for “4 rewards on the
conviction of 4 persons for stealing
apples”. Day time offences
presumably!

Martin Weiler

Higher Cemetery Tour.

Over 20 people turned up on a sunny
Saturday afternoon in July for tours
led by Frank Potter and Den Perrin.
There is a continuing fascination with
the lives of the famous and not so
famous people buried in this cemetery
but several expressed concern at the
many headstones which have been laid
flat by the City Council because of
Health & Safety fears.

Notes of the meeting held on
10th June 2004.

I
2.

3.

4.

Fifteen members were present.

Secretary’s Report.
i)The estimated cost of adding 25
names to the war memorial in St
Michaels Church was nearly
£4,000. It was agreed that if a
campaign was launched to raise this
sum the Society would contribute
£100.

i) It was agreed that DAP should
write to the CC suggesting that the
Sivell Sq. Mortuary would be a
good place for a branch library.

ii1) It was agreed that the Society

should contact local schools to
see if they were interested in
participating in ECC’s autumn
festival in 2005,
Treasurer’s Report.
The current balance was £671:86p.
Research projects.
i) Due to personal circumstances
the co-ordinator for the Regents
Square study was unable to
complete the task. It was agreed
that a substitute be sought in the
next newsletter.
if) The St Michaels School history
was being prepared for
publication.
iif) TB hoped to complete the
boundary stone leaflet soon.



