St Michaels Church - Open Da

On Saturday, 5th June, the parish
church will be open to visitors from
10:30am to 3:30pm. You will be at
liberty to wander around
on you own, but there will
be guided tours highlighting
many points of interest in the
church at 11:00am, 12 noon
and 2:00pm.

For those with family
connections with Heavitree
it is planned to make the
parish baptismal and marriage records
available for inspection.

As in previous years visitors will be
able to climb the many steps to the top
of the tower and see the spectacular

views over the parish.
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Notes of the meeting held on 9th
March, 2004

1. Twenty four members were present.
2. Secretary’s Report.

a) St Michaels Church has agreed
to find out what adding the missing
names to the World War 1 memorial
would cost.

b) Sivell Place Mortuary. It was
agreed to support the proposal that
the Society enter into a partnership
agreement with the City Council.

¢)Efforts to find ways of producing
cheap, accurate copies of the 1816

Survey have failed. MS agreed to
make further enquiries.

d) A member had recorded the TV
documentary showing the bomb

damage to 5 Second Avenue.
3. Treasurer’s Report.
Current balance £658:96p

4. Research projects.
a) Regents Square study. Research
continuing.
b) St Michael’s School history.
Research continuing.
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Dear Member,
The next meeting of the Society will be
held at -

St Michael’s CE Middle School,
South Lawn Terrace,
on
Thursday, 10th June,
commencing at
7:30pm.

Agenda
1 Welcome to new members.

. Secretary’s Report.
. Treasurer’s Report.
. Research Projects.

a) Regents Square

b) St Michael’s School history.
5. Social and Educational events.
. Items raised by members.
7. Date of next meeting,

Tuesday 14th September (AGM)
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The Society’s web page can be found b
byt detslbechive thisisexeter.co.uk
and following the links to “Clubs and
Societies”.

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

Local History Society.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2QS

Tel 01392 216395 pern@supanet.com
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Sivell Place Mortuary

The City Council has rejected the Society’s offer to enter into a partnership to use
this building as a local history research centre and is now trying to arrange a sale.

Although our suggestion that a community use be found for one of the few
remaining links with the Heavitree Urban District Council appears tp have fallen on
deaf ears please contact Den Perrin if you spot a planning application for this

building,

Higher Cemetery Tour

This cemeetry, which was opened in
1866, now contains over 70,000 bodies
and includes memorials to two Exeter
people who lost their lives on the SS
>Titanic’, World War 2 blitz victims
and the Theatre Royal fire tragedy.

On Saturday 10th July, Frank Potter
and Den Perrin will lead groups on
tours of the cemetery. They will start
at 2:00pm and last approx. 2 hours.

The tours are free and there is no need
to book.

Meet in front of the chapels near the St
Marks Avenue entrance.

Accidental Mistake in Previous
Newsletter.
It was in fact Number 16, not 15

Heavitree Community,
Association Summer Fete

This year the fete will be held on
Saturday, 26th June and will be open
from 1pm to 4pm.

As usual the Heavitree Local
History Society plan to have a stall at
this event displaying aspects of
Heavitree’s history.




Tour of St Katherine’s Priory,
Polsloe

On a pleasant Saturday afternoon in
April seventeen Society members were
given a guided tour by Peter Edwards of
the surviving building of St Katherines
Benedictine priory. The precise date the
priory was founded is not known, but in
1160AD permission was sought to carry
out burials, probably restricted to clergy,
within the priory grounds. Approx. fifty
skeletons were uncovered during

excavations in the 1930’s.

Members at the priory

Before showing us around the building
Peter led us up the Minchinlake Valley to
view evidence of the artificial lake,
constructed by the nuns, which provided
water power for the priory mill and a
source for fresh fish.

The priory was seized by Henry VIII’s
agents in the 1530’s but before then the
building that survives to the present time
was used to accommodate guests.

After the dissolution of the
monasteries the priory was owned by a
series of Devon landowners but it is
thought that Sebastian Isaacke, who died
in 1700, was responsible for demolishing

the remainder of the priory. According to
the parish records Sebastian was buried
on Chrismas Day 1700.

In the 18thC the building was owned
by the Parkers of Saltram and was known
as Polsloe Priory Farm. By the 1930’s it
was in a very dilapidated condition and a
local development company wanted to
clear the remaining buildings to make way
for housing development.

A ‘Save the Priory’ campaign was
launched and after much wrangling the
building was given to the City Council.

Unfortunately the City Council was not
the ideal occupier and during the next 40
years the building continued to
deteriorate.

Fortunately its future now looks secure
for in 1979, with the aid of a massive
grant, it was refurbished and offered to the
Stoke Hill Community Association, who
use it for a variety of purposes.

Den Perrin

Heavitree Hoax

On Friday evening a report was spread
in the City that a fire was raging at
Heavitree, some affirming that the
turnpike-house was in flames: others laid
the scene of the conflagration in another
part; and others again, that it was only
the toll-gate that was burning.

Troops of pedestrians quickly lined the
Heavitree-road, and three fire engines,
two belonging to the West of England
and the other to the Sun Office - with
their respective brigades, were soon
posting to the quiet town of Heavitree,
whose inhabitants were in no small
degree astonished by these arrivals.

They had heard nothing of any fire,
and the affair was soon found to have
been nothing but a hoax.

What rendered the matter more

annoying was the fact that the brigade of
the West of England were just about to
sit down to a substantial supper at one of
the city hostelries when news of the
reported fire reached them and this

may probably furnish the reason for the
hoax.. Much to their chagrin, of course,
the men had to leave their supper
untouched; and this, together with the
expense that the insurance office were
necessarily put to, will ensure to the
perpetrator of the hoax, should he be
discovered, a good trouncing.

Exeter Flying Post

Sth February, 1862

iends of Heavitree Church

Although St Michaels Church is
relatively modern, having been rebuilt in
1846, there has been a church on this site
for many centuries and it is one of
Heavitree’s most important historical
assets.

The churchyard also has great
environmental significance as many
species of flora and fauna, which have
long since disappeared in parks and
meadows, flourish here.

The Friends of Heavitree Parish
Church was formed to raise funds for
maintaining and enhancing the church
site and membership is open to anyone
who would like to support its efforts. If
you would like to join send a cheque for
£10 (£17:50 husband and wife) to :-
Hilda Mitchelmore, 65a Salters Road,
Exeter, EX2 5]Q
or come to the AGM at 7:00pm on
Saturday, 5th June in the Rifford Room
at the church. The AGM will be followed
by an informal wine and cheese party,
cost £2:50.

Following the March meeting John
Salvatore gave an interesting talk on
English Heritage’s changed role and
the Roman baths in Exeter.

Various central and local
government agencies share the
responsibility for protecting the
nation’s historical heritage, but the
government believes that the system
can be simplified and made more
effective.

English Heritage has been given the
task of compiling a comprehensive
historical asset inventory which will
include listed buildings, parks,
gardens, battlefield sites and
monuments.

John then turned to the 1971
excavations of the Roman bathhouse
site in the Cathedral Yard.

The Romans were in Exeter from
about ADS55 and constructed the
fortress after the surrounding area had
been secured. For many centuries the
remains of the bathhouse had been
undisturbed but the demolition of the
St Mary Major Church enabled
archaeologists to expose extensive
roman activity including the hot and
cold rooms, furnaces and an
underfloor heating system.

In approx. AD80 part of the
bathhouse was demolished to make
way for a basilica, a large hall and
small adjoining rooms used for
administrative purposes.



