The Salvation Army at Heavitree.
Complaints by Residents.
(Exeter Flying Post 1st August, 1883)

At the Castle. Mr F. Orchard said he
appeared on behalf of a large number of
the inhabitants at Heavitree in order to
present a petition asking the Bench to
assist them in removing the nuisance and
obstruction caused by the Salvation
Army. The petition set forth that a body
of Salvationists created an intolerable
and constant nuisance by their shouting
and raving in the public thoroughfare at
Heavitree. This was a great annoyance
to the inhabitants and he asked the
Magistrates to take some steps to stop
this state of things.

The petition bore the signatures of
fifty persons. Mr Orchard remarked that
the obstruction and annoyance were
caused at the crossway by the junction
of Church-street and Fore-street. The
Army took up their stand at the path and
they completely blocked the free passage
of the road. They remained there for a
long time holloaing and shouting so
much that they could be heard at the
turnpike gate (by this date the turnpike
was at Livery Dole).

The Deputy Chief Constable said he
was perfectly cognizant of the facts
stated but there had been no obstruction
that the police could interfere with or the
offenders would have been brought
before the Bench, The obstruction was
rather caused by persons who went there
to molest the Army.

After further discussion the question
was dropped.

(This was one of many attempts by
Devonians of all types to stop the
Salvation Army conducting outdoor
services.)

Dear Member,

The next meeting of the Society will be
held at :-

St Michael’s CE Middle School,
South Lawn Terrace,
on
Tuesday, 9th March,
commencing at
7:30pm.

Agenda
1 Welcome to new members.
2. Secretary’s Report.
3. Treasurer’s Report.
4. Research Projects.
a) Regents Square
b) St Michael’s School history.
¢) Polsloe Park study.
5. Social and Educational events.
. Items raised by members.
7. Date of next meeting,
Thursday, 10th June.
8. Talk by Dr John Salvatore.

SRS FT T T

[@)

Notes of meeting held on 4th December,

2003.

1. Fourteen members were present.

2. Secretary’s Report. It was agreed that
St Michaels Church be asked whether
the missing names on the World War 1
memorial could be added.

3. Treasurer’s Report.
Current balance £701:52p

4. Social Events. It was agreed that where

possible visits be arranged for Saturday
afternoons.

5. Matters raised by members.

a) It was agreed to investigate whether
good quality copies of the 1816
Heavitree Survey could be produced.

b) The TV programme on bomb damage
at 5 Second Avenue was discussed.
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After the normal Society business at the March meeting has
been completed Dr John Salvatore will give a talk on the role of English Heritage in
Devon and the Exeter Roman Bath House excavations. This promises to be an
interesting evening as Dr Salvatore was a member of the original dig team.

Sivell Place Mortuary

As some members will know this
building has not been used for many
years and is in a poor state of repair.

City Council officers have recently
been asked to produce a scheme to
enable the building to be brought back
into use and it has been suggested that
although the Society’s finances are
insufficient to meet the costs normally
associated with property occupation it
might agree to enter into a partnership
with the City Council to enable the
building to be used as a local history
resource centre.

The display panels and information
folders produced for the ‘Heavitree
2002’ exhibition could be of use and
the Society might need to staff the
building at least one day a week or
whenever a local school or researcher
wished to make special arrangements
to access the material.

Currently neither the City Council
nor the Society are committed to this
proposal but the matter will be
discussed at our March meeting.

Polsloe Bridge Station

In the account in the last Newsletter
of a Sunday School excursion to
Exmouth in 1890 it was suggested
that the party may have used Polsloe
Bridge railway station, but Hazel
Harvey has pointed out that this
station did n’t open until 1908.

She suggests that the party
probably left from Exeter Central,
which was then called Queen Street
Station, the route to Exmouth having
been in operation since 1861.
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The Society’s web page can be
found by logging on to
eehive.thisisexeter.co.ukjEl
following the links to “Clubs
and Societies”.

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

Local History Society.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2Q8

16l 01392 216395 pern@supanet.com




Polsloe Park Estate

If you consider a rough rectangle
bordered by Polsloe Road, Pinhoe Road,
Ladysmith Road and South Avenue then
you have the position and scale of the
former Polsloe Park estate.

Today the area is more or less built up
and it is hard to imagine what was there
in the early nineteenth century. However
maps clearly show the estate consisting
of a large house near the northwest
corner (Polsloe Road/Pinhoe Road)
together with extensive gardens,

An article in Devon and Cornwall
Notes and Queries (volume 17 1932-3)
tells us a little about its ownership.
"Prebendary Jonas Dennis of Polsloe
Park, Exeter, a property which was
owned for three generations, was stated
in the Exeter Gazette, 1846, to be the
ninth in descent from Sir Thomas Denys
of Holcombe Burnell. A portrait of Sir
Thomas in armour, understood to be a
Holbein, was in his possession."

Jonas seems to have been a colourful
character. He was prebendary of the
Royal Collegiate Church of the castle of
Exeter, and was active in religious
politics. This involvement included
controversial election campaigns for

convocation, the ecclesiastical parliament,
and as a hard line opponent of
concessions to Catholicism.

Jonas sold the estate to wealthy tailor,
Stephen Brunskill in 1848. The electoral
roll in 1856 had a Reverend William
Grylls in residence. From around 1864
houses were being built on the southern
end of the estate (now South, North, and
East Avenues). The story of this
development (including my own property
in North Avenue) was covered by articles
in HLHS newsletters 12 and 13.

A major change at the northern end
came about in 1881 - the construction of
a long forgotten sports ground for the
Devon County Cycling and Athletic
Society. The EFP reported, "The ground
acquired by the society was a splendid
site on the south side of Polsloe Park. Tt
lays high and commands a wide range of
scenery, including the estuary of the Exe."

The facility consisted of two tracks, one

cinder for cycling and the other turf for
foot races. The centre of the grass track
was for tennis and cricket (Exeter cricket
club played here in 1884 and 1885). The
EFP also reports, "under the trees which
skirt the western end of the ground a
number of seats have been fixed for the
accommodation of spectators."

The mayor of Exeter, opened the
ground. In those days Heavitree was

independent of Exeter and the Mayor is
reported as saying that "although the
grounds were outside the city boundary,
at present, he has no doubt that in future
they would come within it (laughter)."
His prediction, of course, finally came
true in 1913,

The tracks, said the mayor, would
"bear comparison with any in England".
They were launched with a grand two
day cycling and athletic meeting and
ended with "an excellent display of
fireworks witnessed by a great crowd of
spectators. The principal piece was a
bicycle and rider in motion, with the
words “Success to our Sports".

Despite all this within just a few years
plans were being drawn up for a
housing estate (ie Park Road, St John's
Road, Jubilee Road etc) on the site and
by 1886 roads were being laid out.

So there was now housing at the
southern and northern ends. But what
about the middle? Well here, the Exeter
Brick and Tile Company established a
brickyard where Ladysmith Middle
School playing fields are now. The
company was formed in 1899 to
manufacture 100,000 bricks per week.
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Within forty years a quiet edge of
Heavitree estate had been turned into a
major hive of housing and industry - a
small but representative example of
the transformation our local area saw
during Victorian times.

Martin Weiler

War Damage in Heavitree

There are detailed records of bombs
that fell on Heavitree during the Secor
World War, but a recent TV
programme highlighted another form
war damage which may not be so well
known.

The programme followed the
modernisation of 5 Second Avenue, ar
included interviews with the purchaser
and relatives of the previous owner,
whose family had occupied the house
since it was built in 1932. It had hardly
been altered since it was built, but on
surveying the house prior to
modernisation the new owners
discovered the side wall had a major
inward bow.

The previous owner's relatives
(Fleming) recounted a family story of a
event during the Second World War,
Their Aunty was in the middle of
hanging up her washing when a canno
shell from a German Messerschmitt
plane ricocheted between the two
houses leaving pieces of shrapnel
embedded in the wall. They were not
aware of any injuries and don't know ij
Aunty dropped any of her washing as :
result of the incident.

Strafing was an aspect of enemy
action which must have been almost as
terrifying as the bombs and incendarie
It is known that a caretaker in Heavitr:
Parochial School was killed by machin
gun bullets from a German plane in
May 1942, but if you have any person:
memories of this type of action during
the blitz in Heavitree please let us kno-
so that we can add it to our records.

Mike Smith



