SOCIETY VISIT TO
POLTIMORE HOUSE

Twenty members and friends enjoyed a
special tour of Poltimore House on

4th October. It proved a great
opportunity to see at close quarters a
building that had just starred in the
final of BBC 2's 'Restoration’ series.

We were particularly lucky to be guided
round by Jocelyn Hemming whose
parents turned the house into a hospital
after the Second World War. Her
personal recollections helped bring the
place alive.

Poltimore
House -
2003

Poltimore has a remarkable and
diverse architectural history with
developments in every century since its
construction in the late 1500s.

This was really brought home when we
stood in the room which was used as
an operating theatre. Jocelyn told us
that it had been built in 1946 inside the
16th century kitchen. X-rays used to
be left to cool off in the Tudor
chimney!

We were all shocked by the dilapidated
state of the building. However the

drive and determination of the Poltimore
House Trust (our hosts for the tour) to
salvage what they can was inspiring.

Although Poltimore House is not in
Heavitree there are strong links with the
parish. Lord Poltimore was Lord of
Heavitree Manor (as well as the manors of
‘Whipton and Pinhoe) in Victorian times.
The book "Devonshire Leaders' describes
Lord Poltimore as "one of the

largest landowners in England" with
holdings of over 20,000 acres. Some of

these were in Heavitree Parish.

photograph by Chris Martin

For example the 1843 tithe map shows
him owning land around Whipton
Barton and extending as far as what is
now the Chard Road area.

The Poltimore connection therefore
becomes another area of research that
deserves to be followed up in more detail
by the society.
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Regent Square Study

These 19thC artisans’ houses just off Fore Street, Heavitree, are in fact not a
“square” but a cul de sac. Their layout led to a highly developed sense of belonging
which encouraged families to stay in the area for several generations.

The Society has been collecting facts about the square for a number of years and it
hopes to publish the results in 2004. Many present and former residents have helped
with the research but the project team thinks there may still be information about that

will fill in some of the gaps.

If you have any documents or photographs which the Society can borrow or
anecdotes which you think may help “round out” the Regent Square story please
contact the project leader, Edward Searle, Tel.No. 255787

Social Events

The Society is hoping to arrange a number
of events during 2004. Interest in the history
ol St Katherines Priory, Polsloe, has been
awakened by John Allan’s talk and he has
agreed to lead a tour of the surviving
buildings.

The visit has been provisionally arranged
for next Spring and could be held on a
weekday evening or a Saturday afternoon or
early evening. This will be discussed at the
4th December meeting, but if you wish to
register a preference before then please ring
Hilda Mitchelmore. Tel.No. 279104

Other events planned during 2004 are a
tour of the new Meteorological offices
(we understand it is intended that the
nation’s weather archives be kept in
Exeter), the new Devon County Records
Office at Sowton (now being built) and
Tuckers Hall

Study Projects

If you have any information on St
Michael’s School (formerly Heavitree
Parochial) such as photographs, pupil
reports and achievement certificates
please contact Den Perrin.

Similarly if you have any information
on Polsloe Park or Polsloe Manor or
wish to help with the research please
contact Martin Weiler Tel.No .250617
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Simple Pleasures!

An extract from an account of a
Heavitree Sunday School excursion in
June 1890.

On the day fixed for our excursion to
Exmouth the rain fell so pitilessly that the
girls only reached Mont Le Grand and
were then disbanded. The boys only
marched to the station to turn round and
march home again.

On the following Monday we made
another start and succeeded in getting dry
to the large tea tent at Exmouth.

The parents and other visitors had
rather a poor time of it, huddled together
in the “lew” of boat houses and bathing
machines, but the children seemed
thoroughly to enjoy themselves.

The ill wind that brought all the bad
weather and made the sea so rough had
made amends by strewing the shore with
an abundance of seaweeds and a curious
collection of stranded jelly-fish, small
crabs etc. which delighted the smaller
children.

The tea was a capital one and well
served and the teachers from first to last
looked after their charges admirably. The

children, in consequence, were easily

Pies,
Puddings and
Presents

Den Perrin has been researching the
origins of the traditional Christmas
celebrations and on :-

Tuesday, 9th December,
at 7:00pm
he is giving a talk in the Parish Hall,
Church Street (opposite the junction
with Kingsway), to which all are
welcome.

The entrance fee of £2:00 includes a

mince pie and coffee.

Heavitree Conservation Area

The City Council’s proposed review of
the conservation area has been on display
during November and it is still not too
late to make representations.

(Closing date 8th December)

The majority of the report is
uncontroversial but there are a number of
historical errors which tends to weaken its
authority. For example it asserts that Fore
Street is on the route of a Roman road
which members know is not proven.

The major problem with this type of
report is that it sets out the things that
can’t be done in the area and suggests a
number of initiatives which might be
carried out,but doesn’t commit the
Council to do anything.

A copy of the report will be on display
at our next meeting on 4th December.

Dear Member,

The next meeting of the Society will b

held at

St Michael’s CE Middle School,
South Lawn Terrace,

on

Thursday, 4th December,
commencing at

7:30pm.

Agenda

1

2,
3.
4.

N

Welcome to new members.
Secretary’s Report.

Treasurer’s Report.

Research Projects.

a) Regents Square

b) St Michael’s School history.
¢) Polsloe Park study.

. Social and Educational events.
. Items raised by members.
. Date of next meeting,

Tuesday, 9th March, 2004.

Notes of the Annual General Meeting held on 18th September, 2003.

1. The meeting was aitended by 21

handled and the whole Treat orderly and

successful.

Those who plied their trade by land,
the pony and donkey men and the
vendors of shell-fish and sweets, must
have thought the day made on purpose
for their pockets, but the sea was too
rough for boating.

In spite of an afternoon more wintry
than summer-like, all seemed to have
enjoyed themselves and we look back to
our day at Exmouth with no little
satisfaction.

(It is possible the excursion left from
Polsloe Bridge station. For many years
children were allowed to attend Sunday
School treats during term time. It was
also not unknown for children to attend
more than one treat.)

Exeter Central Library is now
open on Sundays between 10:30am -
2:00pm.

Newsletter Editor

The Society is keen to get more
members involved in its activities. If you
have access to a computer and would
like to have a try at editing the
newsletter please contact Den Perrin.

He is happy to give whatever help and
instruction is required.

members.

2. The printed Secretary’s Report was
accepted with thanks. It was agreed
that a donation of £50 be made to
the school in recognition of the help
given to the Society during the year.

3. The printed Treasurer’s Report was
accepted with thanks.

4. Study Projects.

i) Regents Square Study. The
Group has met and discussed
the documents loaned to the
Society. ES has had a look
round one of the houses and
hopes to make a more detailed
inspection soon. HM to find

out which houses are owned by
the feoffees.
ii) Boundary Stones. TB is to meet the
highway authority to agree siting of
the Honiton Road boundary stone.
Leaflet can then proceed.
5. The following officers were elected.
i) Chairman: David Morrish
ii) Secretary: Den Perrin
iii) Treasurer: Jeanne Smith
iv) Events Organiser: Hilda Mitchelmore
6.Dates for future meetings.
Thursday, 4th December, 2003
Tuesday, 9th March, 2004
Thursday, 10th June, 2004
AGM Tuesday, 14thSeptember, 2004




