No Stone Unturned

Traffic jams are a great irritation, yet it
was in slow crawling traffic that I
noticed an old lichen encrusted boundary
stone near to the junction of Honiton
Road and Pinn Lane. It was surrounded
by a variety of building site materials and
a lorry and a bulldozer were parked!
adjacent.

On closer examination it became

. evident that this was one of a number of
boundary stones erected by Heavitree
Urban District Council towards the end
of the 19th century. It is of granite,
stands about 1metre(3 ft) tall and is
inscribed with a vertical line separating
the letters “H” and “P”. Above the line is
carved the number “18” and below the
line “87”. This is very similar to other
previously identified stones.

The major development works:
currently in progress pose a real threat
to the stone’s future but the County and
City officers have been alerted and
Society members are monitoring the
situation.

Rachel Lupton

St Katherine’s Priory

As we have come to expect John Allan’s
talk on this priory was both interesting
and informative. With the help of slides he
outlined the building’s history and the
story of yet another struggle between
demolition gangs and conservationists.

The building that has survived was part of
a small medieval nunnery, probably
founded around 1300 and dissolved by
Henry VIII at the beginning of the 16th
century. It was used as guest
accommodation but why it survived is a
mystery, especially as the demolition of
the remainder was so thorough that even
footings were removed.

The building became a high status house
with particularly fine wood panelling and
was occupied by a succession of wealthy
local families, but by the beginning of the
20th century it was being used as a
farmhouse. In the 1920°s it was derelict
and under threat of demolition for
development purposes, but local
campaigners protested and the owner
gave the building to the City Council.

Its future was still uncertain and
deteriorated further before money was
found to make it suitable for community
purposes and currently is a valuable
resource for the locality.

Den Perrin
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“Media interest in this year’s Annual General Meeting is at
fever pitch®. Fortunately this statement is untrue. As far as I know
there are no scandals about to hit the headlines. The Society has had
another reasonably successful year and its future appears to be secure. But
the AGM does give members an opportunity to reflect on the last 12 month

and to make suggestions for the future. So come along to St Michael’s School

on 18th September to have your say.

Heavitree 2003 Exhibition

The Society’s three day summer
exhibition was a repeat of the
Heavitree 2002 exhibition, augmented
by showings of the ‘Blitz’, ‘Livery
Dole’ and ‘Higher Cemetery’ videos,
computer access to local census details
and parish births, marriages and deaths
information. Although the numbers of
visitors to St Michael’s School hall
was much less than in 2002, the event
was still considered worthwhile as
evidenced by the many long
conversations on aspects of
Heavitree’s past.

Den Perrin

Can You Help?

City Red Coat Guides

The City Council wishes to recruit
more Red Coat Guides to give
historical walking tours of the city to
members of the public and groups.

Full training is provided consisting
of lectures, site visits and tour
learning and expenses such as
travelling and parking fees are
reimbursed.

The next course begins in
November and continues until
March.

If this appeals to you please

contact:-
Alison Flack 01392 265204

The quarterly newsletter and the programme of tours and lectures over the past 12
months have both made important contributions to the Society’s success, but we need ta
spread the load. At present we do not have a newsletter editor or a social events
secretary. If you think you could tackle one of these jobs please give me a ring (216395)

or speak to me at the AGM. Den Perrin



Exeter School tour

On a lovely warm and sunny
evening in May over 20 Society
members were welcomed to the
school by archivist Kevin' White and
bursar Derek Williams.

The school, founded by Hugh
Crossing in 1633, is an independent,
co-educational day school with over
800 pupils aged 7 to 18. Many of the
buildings were designed by William
Butterfield and feature his
trademark characteristics of gothic
red-brick arches and polychromatic
tiles.

The school is set in grounds of 62
hectares (25 acres) and the facilities
available to the pupils include an
astroturf arena, all weather ericket
nets and a swimming pool.

Many of the classrooms still
display their original Victorian
features and members were guided
through the Andrews Library and
the School Chapel.

In the Archive Centre there is a
wealth of information including
class registers, photographs, an old
punishment book and memorabilia
of great interest to past pupils,
family historians and those
interested in the school’s history. A
glass window at the front of the
Centre contains a representation of
one of the ‘blue-boy’ statues and
part of the original flagstones can be
seen in one corner of the room.

Pictures on the walls of notables
connected with the school including
John Graves Simcoe, F.T.Jane of
‘Jane’s Fighting Ships’, and Sir
Harry Veitch were much admired.

Jenny Woodland

Further Memories of North

Avenue

Following a talk given to the
Friends of Heavitree Health
Centre on house history research
contact was made with a former
resident of the street, John
Goodridge, who now lives in
St.Albans, but who moved into No.
6.in 1934 and from 1958:1970
occupied No. 2.

He recalls the road being very
different in his youth. “It was quiet
with few cars. Most things were
delivered by horse and'cart. From
time to'time cattle were driven
down the street to the
slaughterhouse behind the
cottages off Sampsons Lane. By
and large every house had an iron:
gate and railings except Sussex
House (No. 2) which used to have a
high wall and wooden door”.

John has sent two photographs of
the VE street party held in the
Sampsons Cottages end of East

Avenue at the foot of North Avenue.

“I remember we had a big wind-up
gramophone at home which we
carried down for the party”’. Plans
for a VJ party in June 1945 had to
be cancelled as “They discovered
that the lady who had prepared'the
food was a, typhoid carrier so the
event was called off at the last
minute”. It appears that in 1945 it
was possible to walk from East
Avenue to Sampsons Lane.

John is in the photo and he
remembers Margaret Clarke who
lived at No.16, but if you can put
names to any of the other faces
please contact me.

(01392 250617)

Martin Weiler

The 2003 Heavitree
Community Association Fete
held in . the Heavitree Pleasure Grounds
on Saturday, 28th June was the most
successful for years. Glorious weather,
improved publicity and additional
attractions such as Gemini Radio all
combined to boost the numbers.

The display mounted by the History
Society was besieged with a:
continuous stream of people of alll
ages asking questions, some of
which we could answer, and
examining the exhibits.

Information needed!

If you have any photographs, deeds,
memories etc on'either Regents
Square or St Michael’'s Middle
School (formerly Heavitree
Parochial School) or you know
someone who has..... :
Please-contact:- Den Perrin

Secretary’s Report 2002/2003

Although the year was less demanding
than the previous 12 months, when we
staged the Heavitree 2002 Exhibition,
the Society still had a fairly busy year.

In November 2002 it published ‘The
Heavitree Roll of Honour’ which, due
to Sean Goddard’s skills, is a high
quality product of which the Society
can be proud.

The following social events were
arranged all of which seemedito be
enjoyed by those taking part, but
which did take a considerable time to
organise.

Love, Labour & Loss Exhibition.
The Exeter Blitz Film SHow.
Tour of Exeter School.

Joamna Southcott lecture.

St Katherine’s Priory lecture.

The Society repeated the previous
year’s local history exHibition in St
Michael’s School and I am extremely
grateful to the apparently willing band
of volunteers who helped set up the
display, acted'as stewards and
provided refreshments.

Research work has started on the
Regents Square study and the history
of St Michael’s School.

Exeter City Couneil has agreed in
principle to:join; with the Society in
producing a leaflet giving details of
Heavitree’s boundary stones.

Once again'the Society’s activities
received maximum publicity in
Norman Shiel’s Express & Echo
column.

Den Perrin



