Agriculture in Heavitree

Seventeenth century Exeter, then one
of England’s most important and
populous cities, was supplied with food
from its neighbouring parishes - and the
biggest of these was Heavitree.

Several people have asked about the
crops and stock raised in Heavitree prior
to it being swallowed by Exeter’s urban
sprawl. One valuable source of
information is the Devon and Cornwall
Record Society’s publication Devon
Tnventories, a selection of 17th Century
probate inventories. These described
and valued deceased persons’
possessions and had to be produced in a
Court of Probate before a will could be
proved.

The inventories include five
Heavitree landowners, three of which
were farmers owning between 12 and
32 hectares (30 to 80 acres). They were
‘mixed farms’ growing wheat, barley,
rye, oats, beans and peas and raising
cattle, sheep, pigs, horses and oxen.

All five owners had cheese presses
and brewed ale and cider but there is no
mention of any apple trees or orchards.

The deceased’s clothing, furniture
and household goods were listed in
some detail but none of these fairly
prosperous Devonians seem to have
owned a book or musical instrument.
Neither are any wheeled carts or
carriages mentioned but pack-horse
tackle is included in three of the
Heavitree inventories.

Den Perrin

Devon Muster Roll

In 1569, in response to the threat of a
Spanish invasion, parliament instructed
county sheriffs to carry out a muster of all
men over 16. The able bodied men listed
in Heavitree were five archers, one gunner
and one billman.

Supplying man-power was only part of
the task as men could not fight without
arms and equipment. Accordingly persons
of a certain wealth, including widows and
clergy, had to pay for weapons and
armour as set out in a laid down scale.

For example estates amounting to £10
per annum were expected to provide one
longbow, one sheaf of arrows and one
halberd and keep and maintain them in
good order in the places decreed.

The servants of persons as were bound
to find a harquebut (a firearm) were not
allowed to practice shooting their weapons

on the public highway.
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Heavitree’s population in 1569 was
approximately 200 and 9 persons were
required to provide weapons, the total
being:-

Almen Ryvettes (type of corselet) 4
Longhows 14
Sheaves of arrows 12
Stile caps (metal helmets) 12
Black bills 7
Harquebuts (firearms, about 3ft long,
fired by a lighted wick) 1
Murrions (open helmets) 3
Corselets (armour) 2
Pikes 2
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Exeter Blitz 1942

Over 50 people turned up at St Michael’s School in March for the showing of the
Exeter Blitz film loaned by the South West Film Archive. Thanks to the school’s
modern equipment the VHS film could be projected onto a large screen enabling
many locations to be identified. Unfortunately it was not possible to pause the film to
allow a lengthy examination of each clip but a pair of sharp eyes spotted that one
location was the four houses in Roseland Avenue {51-57) that were destroyed. The
film also shows local residents, including two Boy Scouts, clearing up in the ruins but
no one could put names to the faces.

The pictures of the devastated
buildings in Sidwell Street and
Newtown were a vivid reminder of the
severity of the raids but the film also
showed the calm resolve of Exonians exhibition in the Royal Albert
as they strove to bring order to the Memorial Museum the Society is
chaos. re-staging the exhibition for a
weekend in 2003 in St Michael’s
School, South Lawn Terrace.

Heavitree 2003

Following the success of our 2002

From the comments made during
the evening and at subsequent events,
the event was a great success and the

Socicty gajned four new members_ The contents V\’IH be a repeat of the

2002 exhibition, with a few additions

Den Perrin and omissions, and doors will be open

on Friday, 18th July from 5:00 to

Diary Dates 7:30pm, followed by the John Allan

29/05/03 Tour of Exeter School lecture, and 10:00am to +:00pm on

10/06/03 HLHS Meeting the 19th and 20th July.

22/06/03 Higher Cemetery tour : : _

24/06/03 Joanna Southcott talk This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

; . Local Historv Society.
18-20th July Heavitree 2003 Chairman: Councill ; .
tibition airman: Councillor David Morrish
¢ Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
18/07/03 John Allan lecture FExeter EX1 208
18/09/03 HLHS AGM Tel 01392 216395 pern(@supanet.com




Uncovering your house’s history:
a local case study.

Moving up in the world - to Heavitree!
(a follow-up to the article in the March
Newsletter)

Heavitree was a popular residential
choice for upwardly mobile Victorians.

A study of the early owners of my home
provides an interesting glimpse of this fast
changing society.

Lewillow House, now 1 North Avenue,
was built in 1864 during a building boom
in the area (see March newsletter). Poor
Rate Books reveal that the plot was
owned by William Holloway but passed to
James Toy on construction of the

property.

The 1871 census records James’s
birthplace as Helston, Cornwall. I wrote to
a local newspaper and this brought a
wealth of information from readers eager
to help tell the Toy story. James was born
in 1822, the son of a builder and
seamstress. He benefited from an
education and at the time of the 1841

census was a scrivener (lawyer’s scribe) -

a first step away from his labouring roots.
Toy was clearly a man with a mission,

prepared to move around to move up in

the world. We next find him in London
where he married Agnes and was working
as an attorney’s clerk.

Further stepping-stones included
Buckinghamshire, Suffolk and
Nottinghamshire.

Their final stop was Exeter where the
1861 census had them in Clifton Street,
Newtown. And then (like this writer’s
family 132 years later) they made the short
move across the border into Heavitree. By
now they had produced at least eight
children.

Moving coincided with James qualifying

as a solicitor. Directories show that he
was the deputy registrar of births,
marriages and deaths with offices in
Gandy Street. The Toys moved back into
Exeter after about ten years. When
James died in 1885 he left £631 - rags to
riches in a generation.

Both James and Agnes are buried in
Higher Cemetery, although strangely in
different parts. City Council records
explain the probable reason. In the early
years of the cemetery churches had
different sections available to them.
James was Church of England and Agnes
a Catholic.

Fames Toy’s gravestone

At that point in my researches I thought
1 had exhausted the world of the Toys.
That was until a surprise telephone call
from Peter Toy of Kingskerswell, none
other than James’ great great grandson!
So the family has literally come alive and
we are busy exchanging information.

From around 1875 to 1880 the
electoral roll shows Thomas Reed, a
retired farmer, in the house. He hadn’t
moved far as in the 1871 census he was
living next door with his wife.

For most of the rest of the 19th century
the property was home to Albert Angel
and his family. Like the Toys theirs was
a tale of rapid social progress.

Albert, the son of an ironmonger, was
born in Totnes in 1833. An advert in a
local trade directory refers to his father

selling “turnip cutters and corn crushers”.
He was also the “sole agent for the
American Razor Strop Paste”.

Childrearing in those days was a lottery
and although Albert was one of eleven,
six of his brothers and sisters died young.
Albert survived and at the time of the
1851 census we find him in Exeter. He
had joined two brothers in the city,
Francis, a watchmaker and Owen, a well
known early photographer.

After serving an apprenticeship Albert
became a fully fledged engraver and
lithographer with a business in Cathedral
Yard. In 1881 he was living in Lewillow
House with his wife Eleanor, four
children and a servant. His eldest son was
also an engraver.

They moved out in around 1896 and
Albert lived until 1915. He left £528 in his
will - another tidy sum and not at all bad
for someone brought up in the world of
turnip cutters.

Martin Weiler

The 2003 Heavitree

Community Association Fete
will be held in the Heavitree Pleasure
Grounds on Saturday, 28th June. The
HLHS is planning to stage a small
exhibition at the fete.

Tour of Exeter School

The tour of the school, including the
archive centre and the chapel has been
arranged for Thursday, 29th May -
meet at the school gates in Manston
Terrace at 7:00pm.

John Allan Lecture
7:30pm Friday 18th July
St Michael’s School

As part of the Heavitree 2003
Exhibition, John Allan, Curator of
Antiquities at the Royal Albert
Memorial Museum, has agreed to give
a talk on the archaeology and history
of St Katherine’s Priory, Polsloe.
John was in charge of the
archaeology investigations in the

1970s and his talk is guaranteed to be
both informative and entertaining.

What have you got to say
for yourself?

Devon Libraries has been collecting
documentation of all aspects of life in
the county since the 1870s. In 2003 a
‘Reminiscence’ project is gathering life
stories in conjunction with the Library
Service and you can help if:-

You can recall everyday things
that have changed.

You were or are in an interesting
job.

You witnessed a striking event.

You helped change your
community.

You can recall local characters.

If you would like to be involved,
contact the Local Studies Librarian,
Exeter Central Library, Castle Street,
EX4 3PQ, quoting the First Person
Testimony Initiative or use the web
form at:
www.devon.gov.uk/library/locstudy/
testimony.html



Heavitree Local History Society

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road, Exeter, EX1 2QS
Tel. 216395 email:pern@supanet.com

Dear Member,
The next meeting of the Society will be held at St Michaels CE Middle
School, South Lawn Terrace, on Tuesday, 10* June, commencing at
7:30pm.
Agenda

L. Welcome to new members.

2. Secretary’s Report.

3 Treasurer’s Report.

4. Heavitree 2003 Exhibition.

S Future Projects.

6. Social events.

7. Items raised by members.

8. Date of next meeting, Thursday, 18" September, 2003.

(Annual General Meeting . Nominations for officers should
be submitted to the Secretary by 4th September.)



