Love, Labour & Loss

A privileged group of 15 members
was escorted around the Love, Labour
& Loss art exhibition staged at the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum,
Exeter on Saturday, 7th December
by its arranger, Clive Adams.

This major collection of works of all
kinds, which celebrated three centuries
of our relationship with the land and the
animals we farm, patron H.R.H. Prince
of Wales, featured traditional pastoral
works including paintings by
Gainsborough, Turner and Constable
as well as other work revealing the
moral, spiritual and sentimental aspects
given to farming by Ford Maddox
Brown, Holman Hunt, Blake and
Palmer. We benefited greatly by having
the meanings behind each piece
explained to us by Clive, who pointed
out the symbolism behind the popular
lamb and shepherd themes, often used
in religious paintings.

The Shepherd Frederick Thrupp 1864

A selection of modern work was good
enough to stand alone and I did enjoy a
cheerful selection of 19th century
drawings, paintings and clay models of
huge, squared-off beasts, the real-life
counterparts which were in some cases
dispatched to America to beget the
forerunners of that continent’s excellent
modern beef.

Some of the animal portraits were used
to show farmers how their stock could be
improved and I particularly relished the
naive charms of a proud beaming fat
farmer drawn innocently posing beside his
equally proud, ponderously large beast.
Drawn with affection, it didn’t need a
caption.

Finally Damien Hirst’s divided calf
suspended in two perspex tanks of
formaldehyde is apparently meant to show
the inescapable logic of farming. From
one view a whole beast is seen, from the
other the butchered carcass.

It was wonderful to be so close to major
paintings by old and new masters as to be
able to study the brushwork and I found
that a second solo visit was needed in
order that I could study in detail each
important and evocative work.

Sally Lancaster

Diary Dates

06/03/03 HLHS Meeting

25/03/03 Blitz Film Show

29/05/03 Tour of Exeter School

10/06/03 HLHS Meeting

24/06/06 Joanna Southcott talk

18-20th July Heavitree 2003
exhibition

18/07/03 John Allan lecture

18/09/03 HLHS AGM
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Regent Square Project

Heavitree contains a number of identifiable communities which have existed for
over 100years, including Regent Square, Newcombe Street and Oakfield Street.
Others such as Alma Place, Shrubbery Place and Ellis’s Buildings have long since
disappeared leaving little trace of their existence.

The Society has selected Regent
Square as the subject of its next
research project and a small group of
people has made a start on collecting
information. Something is known
about the builder and the many young
men who lost their lives in the First
World War, but we need to know
more about the families who lived in
the square. If you can help with
information or wish to join the
research team please contact Den
Perrin or any of the team members:-

David Morrish  tel:275985

Ruth Laird tel:670862
Aldena Baranyi tel:430237
Ted Searle tel: 255787

Security in Exeter 1835

‘Nightly Watch. There are on duty
every night, three inspectors and eight
watchmen. During the hours of the
watch, an officer is always in
attendance at the Guildhall, to receive
and enter reports in the occurrence
book and to render any assistance that
may be necessary.’

Exeter Blitz 1942

The Society has borrowed a film
from the South West Film and
Television Archive and will be
showing it at St Michaels CE
Middle School at 7:30pm on
Tuesday, 25th March.

The film is a vivid depiction of the
aftermath of the Exeter raids and will
be of general interest to all ages, but
in many cases locations have not yet
been identified.

The Society hopes that many
people with memories of April/May
1942 will come along and help
identify some of the places and faces
in the film.

We would also like to record any
reminiscences about the Exeter blitz.

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree

Local History Society.

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,
Exeter EX1 2QS

Tel 01392 216395  pern@supanet.com




Uncovering your house’s
history: a local case study.

In 1996 we moved from
Exeter to Heavitree. Our new
house, 1 North Avenue, is just a
stone’s throw inside the historic
Heavitree Parish Boundary that
ran along Polsloe Road. My first
simple, or so I thought, task was to
find out when the house was built.
A document given to us during the
sale said “we understand” the
house was built “in about 1855”. It
then qualified things by saying “it
also may have been built later,
possibly up to 1870”. Wonderfully
imprecise, but a start!

This general time frame was
confirmed by early researches. The
house certainly doesn’t appear on
tithe and other maps produced in
the 1840’s when the site consisted
of a field, part of the Polsloe Park
estate belonging to Prebendary
Jonas Dennis, but it is clearly
present on the 1876 Ordnance
Survey map.

Studying the ten yearly census
returns helped narrow the gap.

Nothing in 1861, but there in 1871.

So where to look next?

The Devon Record Office came up
trumps by suggesting the Heavitree
Poor Rate Books. These consist of
regular lists of properties, owners
and occupiers.

By working through these books I
had that “eureka” moment when
finding our house mentioned for the
first time in returns for November
1864. It seems to have been the first
house built in the road as all the
other entries just say “land”
whereas ours was a “house and
garden”.

The whole area looks like it was
part of a development under the
auspices of the Exeter Freehold
Land Society. The Exeter Flying
Post reports its formation in 1857
but gives little detail. The rate
books refer to “The allottees” of
land, Part of Polsloe Park. Does
anyone know anything more about
this Society?

Having established the date, I was
interested to research the rather
unusual name of the house. When
we moved in there was a plaque on
the front saying simply “Lewillow
House”. Records suggest this was
the name right from the start. The
1864 rate book entry refers to a
seemingly shortened "Lewill House”
and the 1871 census and 1876 OS
map are both “Lewillow”.

But a warning to researchers of
names - confusion is around every
corner. While studying various
documents including censuses, birth
certificates, electoral rolls and trade
directories, our house was also
variously described as ; Polsloe
Park; 1 Polsloe Park; 1 Polsloe
Villas, Polsloe Road; The Willow
House and Lewillow Cottage.

Other variations on Lewillow
include Trewillow, Treewillow,
Leewillow and Leuillon. The 1901
census has it down as Llewyn
House! Life got simpler by 1905
when it appears as just “1 North
Avenue”.

But why Lewillow? You might
not give it a second glance except
that there is Mont-le-Grand just a
short walk away. A note in the
West Country Studies Library
states “place names of French
origin for houses seem to have been
fashionable in the early 19th
century. This fits too with a
general trend to promote Heavitree
as a healthy up-market place to
live.

Exactly 50 years after it was
built the house was surveyed in
1914 as part of a national rate
valuation. The survey books can be
seen at the Public Record Office at
Kew. 1 North Avenue was
described as “brick and slated,
detached”. On the ground floor
were “2 sitting rooms, kitchen,
scullery, WC. The first floor had “3
bedrooms, bath (geyser), WC”. It
had a market value of £340 and
was described as in“poor
decorative repair”.

In the next Newsletter: the
owners and their lives.

Martin Weiler

Tour of Exeter School

The tour of the school, including the
archive centre and the chapel has been
arranged for Thursday, 29th May -
meet at the school gates in Manston
Terrace at 7:00pm.

Press Cuttings

Trewman’s Flying Post

28th June 1832

An old soldier and pensioner named
Smith, residing at Heavitree, was on
Friday brought before the Magistrates
at the Castle to show cause why he
did not maintain his wife. The veteran
pleaded that he had another wife. The
Bench cautioned and told him that
was an awkward matter and such as
he had better keep in the background.

He then pleaded length of service in
the East Devon Militia and
subsequently in the 9th Regiment of
Foot, during the time he was with
which he had been wounded seven
times.

Still the Bench could not be led to
see how this entitled him to two wives,
and finding them obdurate on this
point, the old man exclaimed with
considerable emphasis as touching the
complainant before them “she shall
never darken my doors again to the
day of my resurrection.”

The Bench said it was hardly worth
while to carry the matter as far as this,
as it was quite sufficient to deal with
things this side of the grave, and
cautioned him to be aware of his
situation.

A person connected with the parish
also advised him, and becoming
sensible of his peril, he at length
readily fell into an allowance of 2s 6d
a week, appearing glad on those terms
to obtain a dismissal.

Correction

The item in the November Newsletter
referring to an auction of property
owned by John Welland, should in
fact have referred to John Wolland.



