Heavitree Names

Personal names are a topic of
interest for many researchers and
students. Of particular interest are
forenames as there is an element of
choice and the choice reveals
something about the people making
it. A modern example is ‘Brooklyn’,
the name chosen by the Beckhams
for their first daughter.

The following lists show which
names were the most popular in
Heavitree at three dates during the
last 500 years and give examples of
how historical events and royal
names affected name selection.

Males

Baptisms 1841 1901

1550-1600 Census Census

(377 (1168) (2726)
9% of total % of total % of total

John 23 William18 William 15
William 19 John 17 John 9
Richard 12 James 8 George 6
Thomas 8 Thomas 8 Frederick 5
Philip 5 George 7 James 5
George 4 Henry 5 Henry 4
Nicholas 4 Richard 5 Charles 4
Roger 4 Robert 5 Thomas 3
Robert 2 Charles 4  Arthur 3
Peter 2 Edward 3  Albert 3
Henry 1 Samuel 3  Walter 3
Abrahaml Joseph 2  Ernest 2

Francis 2  Alfred 2

Frank 2  Robert 2

Frederick 1 Edward 2

The unpopularity of the last Tudor
kings in the late 16th Century,
(Henry VIII 1509-47 and Edward VI
1547-53) is demonstrated by there
being only five ‘Henrys’ and one
‘Edward’ in the Heavitree register.

The popularity of ‘Thomas’ may have
been out of respect for Thomas
A’Becket the first English saint,
murdered in 1170. Henry VIII ended
the royal patronage of Thomas’s
shrine at Canterbury and forced
many churches, including the
church in West Exe, to change their
dedications to St Thomas the
Apostle,but this didn’t stop people
using this name for their sons.

Females
Baptisms 1841 1901
1550-1600 Census Census
369 1435 2978

% Of total % %
Joane 16 Mary 21 Mary 10

Mary 13 Elizabeth 15 Elizabeth 6
Elizabeth 13 Sarah 6 Sarah 4
Alice 8 Ann 8 Ellen 4
Agnis 8 Jane 5 Emily 4
Katherine 5 Eliza 4 Emma 3
Margaret 3 Harriet 3 Florence 3
Jane 3 Maria 2 Alice 3
Anne 3 Susan 1 Ann/Anne 3
Dorothy 3 Louisa 1 Eliza 3

Caroline 1 Annie 2

What caused ‘Joane’ to slip from first
place in the 16th Century to only one
instance in 1841? The name ‘Alice’ has
had a roller-coaster history, dropping
from 8% in the 16th C, to one example
in 1841 and back to 86 in 1901.
‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’,
written in 1865, may be a factor.

The plunge in popularity of ‘Agnis’
is also a mystery as is the absence of
any ‘Victorias’ in 1901, especially as
‘Alfred’, her husband’s, name had
become fairly common.

Den Perrin
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Royal Albert Memorial Museum

Members may be aware that there is an exhibition of paintings at the
RAMM entitled ‘Love, Labour & Loss: 300 Years of British Livestock
Farming in Art’. It includes works by Turner, Gainsborough, Constable,
Landseer, Palmer and Hirst.

Societies such as ours have been invited to free guided tours of the
exhibition between 7pm and 9pm on 19™ November, or during normal
opening hours.

Please contact me if you are interested, but in view of the short notice I
suggest that the most practicable arrangement would be to aim for a
Saturday afternoon in mid December. (The exhibition ends on 4"
January)

I have already visited the exhibition and it does live up to the claims of
being a ‘once in a lifetime, major exhibition’.

Den Perrin

Joanna Southcott

The recent biography of Joanna
Southcott, the Devon born mystic,
written by Frances Brown, reveals

London, she worked sporadically
for the Woolands and recalled
many happy Christmases in

strong links with Heavitree. Heavitree.
On 6" February, 1785, her sister
Mary married John Wooland, the Diary Dates
Heavitree landowner and brewer 26/11/02 HLHS Meeting
who lived in Church Street and was 12/12/02 Beteriblis

the founder of the business that was .
; 7:30pm
to become the Heavitree Brewery. St Sidwells Church
During 1785 Joanna was offered Eater AL
employment in the Wooland Christine Trigger
household and John became one of

06/03/03 HLHS Meeting
her most loyal supporters. For the 10/06/03 HLHS Meeting
next few years, before moving to 18/09/03 HLHS AGM




Heavitree Boundary Walk 2002

The now regular walk around the
boundary of Heavitree Urban District
Council took place on a sunny Sunday in
August. Starting at the St Sidwells/
Heavitree boundary stone at Livery Dole,
the big event of the day occurred shortly
afterwards when, having stopped in
Polsloe Road to point out where a stone
had been moved from the wall of the
YMCA, one of the 13 walkers spotted the
top of a curved stone flush with the
pavement kerb. This has now been dug up
by the city council and placed next to the
front boundary wall of Selsdon House. It
is inscribed with the letters ‘E” and ‘H’
separated by a vertical line.

The next stone is on a traffic refuge at
the bottom of Stoke Hill by the
roundabout. Heavitree and St Sidwell are
clearly inscribed on this horizontal stone. I
had cleared the vegetation hiding the
stone at Mary Pole Head which is
inscribed Sidwell Manor Bounds’.

Previous walks, starting in 1975 and
based on the 1897 event, took in a route
close to that used by those councillors,
but recent development and the building
of the M5 mean that some detours are
unavoidable. The 1897 boundary beaters
used an ‘accommodation lane’ to get from
Stoke Hill to Heath Barton on the Pinn
Brook. Traces of this lane can be found at
its northern end in the form of a
tarmacked drive to Rixlade Farm, but near
Heath Barton the old route is blocked by
1990’s bungalows.

Accordingly instead of keping to the
old route to the Gallows we crossed over
Pinhoe Road and walked across the field
often used for fairs along Harts Lane and
Pinn Lane to the industrial estate at Moor
Lane, rejoining the 1975 route at the
service area.

Arriving at the banks of the River Clyst,
we had lunch and beat the stone on the old
bridge which is an upright prism with
vague lettering in the two sides facing the
City and Clyst St Mary.

We found the next stone opposite the
east end of Old Rydon Lane, near the foot
of the present finger-post. These last two
stones are assumed to be part of a set of
five proposed by the author of the 1897
account. They have rounded tops and the
letters HP separated by a line with 18
above and 97 below.

At the west end of Old Rydon Lane we
were able to keep closer to the boundary
than had been possible in previous years
by using a recently constructed ramped
path and followed the boundary into
Ludwell Valley Park. Crossing by the
crematorium we followed the boundary
along the River Exe, parts of the old
parish being across the river, as far as
Belle Island Park. We inspected the stones
in Magdalen Road and Heavitree Road
and completed our circuit at Livery Dole,
weary but satisfied.

The next beating of the bounds is due
to take place in 2005, but if you want to
explore the route at any time [ will be
happy to let you have a route map.

Terry Bound

Visit to the Devon & Exeter
Institution.

On a fine evening in September, 30
members, relatives and friends
gathered in Cathedral Close, with
Den Perrin escorting us for our tour
of the building.The 16" century and
19" century building, first used by
the institution in 1813, has the calm
air and comfortable armchairs of a
gentlemans’ club, although women
have been admitted as members
since 1922. Den showed us the large
and very interesting collection of
19" century first editions, the
collection of old local newspapers,
old maps and many other West
Countrv publications.

Calf-bound books line the

shelves, giant glass domes add light
to the two biggest rooms, both of
which have a gallery running
around the upper shelving reached
by a narrow spiral staircase. The
excellent small refectory, set
attractively in a Tudor part of the
building, supplies members with
tasty, inexpensive lunches.

We then turned to an excellent
buffet supplied by the Institution.
The caretaker was on hand and he
remarked rather darkly that
although he lived over the premises
he “wouldn’t like to go down there
among the books at night as people
had seen and heard things”.

The ghosts, however, didn’t stop
members from enjoying a good
meal and wandering happily
amid the books to browse with a

good glass of wine.

The local 19" century
newspapers amused one member
by their style. A melodramatic
account of a grisly murder was
followed immediately by a
prosaic encouragement that
‘Brown & Polson’s cornflower
will thicken any sauce or stew.

Members were then given a
talk by Peter Weddell of the \ |
Exeter Archaeological Group on
recent discoveries at Wonford.
He took us, with the help of
slides, through the painstaking
trial excavations of a site in
Coronation Road which revealed
a massive ditch around the
perimeter. A find of medieval
pottery encouraged the diggers
who were able eventually to find
enough material to suggest that
the site, previously occupied by
the Gardener’s Arms P.H.,
contained the remains of a
moated medieval manor.

Membership of the
Institution is £49:00 annually
and Den Perrin has application
forms which he will sign
for any Society member who
wishes to join.
Sally Lancaster
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