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Not all the headstones in the Higher Cemetery mark actual graves. Some are memorials to
people buried elsewhere or missing at sea. It is the second category that holds a fascination

for me.

There are of course the victims of the
Titanic sinking and we will perhaps
mention them in a later article. However
an earlier event was the loss of the
Cospatrick in 1874, which in its time was
almost as traumatic as the Titanic, and there
is a stone commemorating one William
Goodere, who died aged just 21.
Unfortunately, I cannot relate any facts
about this young man but there was a
shoemaker called W.Goodere in St.
Sidwell’s in the nineteenth century who
may have been related.

The Cospatrick was an emigrant vessel
belonging to the Shaw Savill line and was
on passage to New Zealand. She was, by
all accounts, a well-run and stout vessel, a
teak clipper built in 1856.

On the night of 17th November 1874,
300 miles off the Cape of Good Hope a
fire started in the forward part of the vessel
after the passengers had turned in. It spread

rapidly and unfortunately the helmsman
turned in to the wind, causing the fire to
sweep rapidly from stem to stern.

Captain Elmslie ordered the boats away
but only two succeeded in getting off,
containing about 60 people. The remainder
of the passengers and crew perished in the
fire or the explosion that followed. It was
rumoured that the ship was carrying
dynamite in her cargo.

Those who jumped from the ship
inevitably drowned or fell victim to sharks.
The fate of those in the boats was not much
better. One boat was never seen again and
in the other the survivors perished one by
one. When the boat was picked up by the
British Sceptre 10 days later only five
people were left alive and two of those
subsequently died. It was alleged that they
had to resort to cannibalism. In all 472 lives
were lost in this tragedy.

Frank Potter

The Heavitree Yew

Heavitree churchyard is home to one of the
50 most important trees in the country.

To mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee
the Tree Council asked tree wardens up and
down the country to nominate a tree, one
for each year of the Queen’s reign. A panel
then chose the 50 they considered the most
important in the country and included is
the Heavitree yew.

Annabel Branney, chairman of the
Devon branch of the International Tree
Foundation told me that interest in the yew
locally was sparked by Foundation member
and Exeter Civic Society chairman, Hazel

Harvey who contacted Allen Meredith who
has been studying yew trees all over the
country.

When Allen first saw the tree, it was
rather decrepit looking with a hollow trunk
which had been bricked up and a corset of
rubble concrete and stones put around it.
Research found that when the new tower
of the church was built in the 1890s the old
Medieval gargoyles had been removed and
placed in concrete around the tree.

Allen measured the tree (girth is about
11 feet) and came to the conclusion that the
tree we see today is actually side shoots,

themselves about 450 to 500 years old,
from a much older tree which was probably
there in Saxon times.

Research by Hazel found that
Heavitree grew up from being the
crossroads of ancient prehistoric tracks, one
running south to the river and the other
running east to west.

Heavitree was the centre for the Celtic
kings of Dumnonia.

It lends weight to the idea that the name
Heavitree comes from the Anglo Saxon for
Head Tree — heafod treowa — as the Anglo
Saxons held court under a head tree.

Having discovered the importance of
the tree Devon members of the
International Tree Foundation removed the
concrete and the half buried gargolyes to
allow water to be fed down to the roots.
Ivy surrounding the tree was also cut and
dead branches were trimmed back.

i

The old Church with the ancient yew on the right.

This was done about 10 years ago and
Foundation members now keep an eye on
the tree to ensure it stays healthy.

St Michael’s and All Angels Church
is now to get a plaque to put by the tree
and a certificate detailing its importance.

Anne Byrne

Editorial comment

Whilst we would all like to talk up the
importance of our own town, we would do
well to adopt a measured stand in any claims.
Hazel Harvey, via Anne’s report above,
speculates that Heavitree “was the centre
for the Celtic kings of Dumnonia”. This is, for
me, a rather rash statement: where is the
evidence?

The range of the British tribe of the
Dumnonii covered an enormous area:
Devon, Cornwall, and parts of Somerset and
Dorset. The nearest large hillfort is Hembury
near Honiton, 16 miles away, important
enough for the Romans to occupy during
their military campaign. Heavitree has little
to offer as evidence of late Iron Age
occupation.

There is good evidence, on the other
hand, that there was once an ancient
meeting place in the area. Wonford gives its
name to a hundred, an administrative district
responsible for the adjustment of taxes,
maintenance of law and order, and the
settlement of local pleas. The siting of these
hundred courts (and why not under a tree)
probably have ancient origins.

Yew trees have important folk lore
connections with pre-Christian religions and
are common in most English graveyards.

Sedn Goddard
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Heavitree Local History Society
Chairman: Councillor David Morrish

Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road,

Exeter,
EX12QS  Tel. 216395 email:pern@supanet.com

Dear Member,
The Society’s next mecting will be held on

Thursday, 13th June at St Michacl’s CE Middle School, South
Lawn Terrace, commencing at 7:30pm.

Agenda

Welcome to new members.
Secretary’s report.
Treasurer’s report.

Heavitree 2002 Exhibition.
@ Secretary’s report.

(b) Members’ comments.
Future projects.

Social events.

Items raised by members.
Daie of next mecting - Tuesday, 10th September.
(Annual General Meeting)
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Notes of the meeting held on 12th March, 2002.
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2.

Twenty seven members were present and the Chairman welcomed

five members who were attending their first meeting.

Secretary’s report.

(a) The University’s Archaeological Dept. had been asked if it
would carry out a geophysical survey of the Hamlin Lane
playing fields to see if there were any traces of a Roman road.
No reply has been received but apparently the University does
not possess any geophysical surveying equipment.

(b) As the Friends of St Michaels Church were arranging a number
of church tours in June it was agreed to cancel the Society’s
proposed tour.

(c) It was agreed to change the date of the Fore Street tour to
Sunday, 7th July and to ask for donations of £1 per adult, to be
given to St Clare’s maintenance fund.

The date of the Higher Cemetery tour remains at 13th July.

(d) An article in the Express & Echo on the ‘Heavitree Roll of
Honour’ has resulted in a gift of £150 towards the publishing
costs. As this means that over half the costs had been met by
sponsors it was agreed to proceed with the publication.

Treasurer’s report.

(a) Current balance £468. (Excluding the grant money which can
only be spent on the exhibition).

(b) .The Society had 52 paid up members.

Heavitree 2002.

The Secretary reported that preparations were well in hand and that
all members were invited to the opening ceremony on 4th May.

Future directions.

(a) It was agreed to continue with meetings every 3 months but tok
arrange occasional lectures or social events at other times during
the year,

(b) Suggested events were visits to the Record Office and the Devon
and Exeter Institution and a guided tour of Broadclyst.

(c) HM agreed to liaise with the Secretary.

Date of next meeting 13th June 2002.



