


be enhanced on those occasions when a
Society member is present to answer
questions or direct attention to features of
the display. The priorities are for complete
coverage on Saturdays, and when it is
known a school group is visiting the
museum.

If you are able to help steward the
exhibition please telephone 216395, or
-e-mail: pern@supanet.com or post the
enclosed form to Den Perrin, 4 Homefield
Road, EX1 2QS.

The exhibition transfers to St Michael’s
CE Middle School, for six days from 22nd
July. As the school will be closed during
these dates it is essential to have someone
on duty the whole time the exhibition is
open.
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Heavitree House, demolished in 1960, which was
once famous for its gardens will be one of the subjects
of the forthcoming exhibition.

If we are unable to achieve full
coverage we will have to amend the
advertised opening times. Accordingly it
is essential that anyone who is able to help
steward during this period contacts Den
Perrin as soon as possible.

Den Perrin

Matters of Grave Concern  Number 2

Close to John Bowring’s grave (reported
in Newsletter No.7) is that of James
Upright, a miller of this city, born 4 August
1816, died 12 March 1895. Unremarkable
through his life he was a solid citizen,
councillor for Trinity Ward and the driving
force behind Head Weir Bathing Place on
the River Exe, which was very popular in
the late Victorian era.

What was remarkable about this man
was his support of cremation. True to his
beliefs he was cremated at Woking, Surrey,
which was the first crematorium in this
country. His ashes were then interred in a
half-sized coffin carried by two pallbearers
and was the first internment of ashes in
Exeter.

Advocacy for cremation increased
during the nineteenth century, spurred on
by horror stories by Edgar Allen Poe and
others, of people being buried alive. The
Cremation Society was founded in 1874
and cremation was legalised in 1885, in
which year the Woking crematorium was
built.

Frank Potter

2002 Study Programme

Voluntary charity in early 19thC Ulster
War memorials and local history

The Canney Hill Pottery, Bath

Death in 19thC Kingston

Articles in local history journals that may be borrowed from the Secretary

Local Historian Volume 31 No.4
Local Historian Volume 31 No.4
Local Historian Volume 31 No.4
Local History News Winter 2001

How Education Came to Heavitree

“Reading moderate, general instruction low, discipline good”.

Such was the Inspector’s report on Heavitree School in 1859. The school had stood on the
site now occupied by Somerfield’s in Fore Street, Heavitee since 1840. It had been built
by public subscriptions raised at the instigation of the local vicar of the day Arthur Atherley
and was a fairly substantial stone building consisting of one large room with a stepped
floor type of gallery. The house next door, called Lyndale, was added to the school in

1895.

Reports show that the lighting of the
school was unsatisfactory, as the sills of the
windows were too high up and cast
shadows over many of the desks.
Ventilation was not good and the one stove
was not enough to warm the school. The
playground was enclosed by high walls and
was rather sunless. Some of the children
came in from country districts, which was
a cause of poor attendance in wet weather
during summer and autumn terms. Many
left school at the age of nine or 10.

In 1856, St Luke’s College Committee
of Management entered into an agreement

A reconstruction drawing of the first Practising School in Fore
Street, Heavitree, 1856. From The History of St Luke’s College
1839-1970 by Rev F.W.T. Fuller, 1970, with permission of The
University of Exeter. Inset, a photograph of the school in use as a

garage before its demolition.

with the vicar and the trustees, which gave
the management of the school over to the
training college. The school was now to be
run by the Normal Master of the College
and was to be a practising school for the
students of St Luke’s. At the time this
arrangement was made there were 80
pupils. The building was eventually
knocked down in 1967.

For some years before its
disappearance it had been Thom’s Garage.
Before that it had been successively used
as a chair store and a community centre.

Anne Byrne




Heavitree Local History Society

Chairman: Councillor David Morrish
Secretary: Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road, Exeter,
EX1 2QS
Tel. 216395 email:pern@supanet.com
Dear Member,

The Society’s next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
12th March at St Michael’s CE Middle School, South Lawn Terrace
commencing at 7:30pm.

Agenda
1. Welcome to new members.
2 Secretary’s repott.
3. Treasurer’s report.
4 Heavitree 2002 Exhibition.
(a) Secretary’s report.
(b) Individual reports.
(please bring your forms with you if you can help
staff the exhibition.)
Future projects.
Items raised by members.
Date of next meeting - Thursday, 1 3th June 2002

SHOEEE

‘Heavitree 2002’ Exhibition

I am prepared to help staff the exhibition.
1. At the Royal Albert Memorial Museum between

4th May and 29th June. Please tick box.
2. At St Michael’s Middle School between
22nd to 27th July. Please tick box. ’_—_I
) Name (block capitals) .................c..cococovi.... Tel. No. .o

Y Return to Den Perrin or ring him on 216395.  Email pern@supanet.com

)
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Notes of the meeting held on 6th December 2001.

1. Seventeen members were present and the Chairman welcomed three
members who were attending their first meeting.
2. Secretary’s report. .

(a) The exhibition at Exeter Central Library, 26th September
to 6th October, had been a success with few problems. The
request for photographs etc. For the ‘Heavitree 2002’
exhibition produced some useful photographs of Heavitree
United Football teams in the 1920°s and two street parties.

(b) Exeter Festival 2002. Although it seems that the Society tours
will not be included in the Festival brochures it is planned to
repeat the Fore Street, Higher Cemetery and St Michaels church
tours.

(c) Because of the demands the Heavitree 2002 exhibition will
place on members the Society will be unable to run stalls at local
fetes as in previous years. It is hoped that normal service will be
resumed in 2003.

(d) Public liability insurance for the current year has been arranged.

(e) Over 50 people attended the inaugural meeting of the Exeter
Local History Society.

3. Treasurer’s report.

(a) Current balance £433:27.

(b) DAP said that although the balance was healthy there would be
less income from book sales during 2002 and some expenditure,
at present difficult to quantify, on the Heavitree 2002 exhibition.

4. Heavitree 2002.

(a) The Mayor of Exeter has agreed to open the exhibition at
11:30pm on Saturday, 4th May. All members will be welcome to
attend the opening.

(b) The exhibition in the museum would run from 4th May to
29th June.

(c¢) It was agreed to transfer the exhibition to St Michaels School for
one week during the summer holidays. For security reasons a
Society member had to be on duty at all times.

(d) Contact had been made with Ladysmith First and Middle schools
but there had been no response from the R.C.Church.

(d) JW reported on her research into the history of Heavitree House.

5. The raffle of the book on Porlock was won by Frances Allwright.
6. Date of next meeting 12th March 2002,



