HEAVITREE OLD NEWS DIARY

20 May 1841

Trewmans

Heavitree Church meeting — founded 1224
by Bishop Brewer — debate on extending/
enlarging or building chapel of ease.

7 October 1841

Trewmans p3

James Grant, John Temple of Heavitree
charged with sheep stealing.

13 July 1844

Woolmers Exeter & Plymouth Gazette
Itis said that a pigeon match will take place
on Monday in a field near the Horse and
Groom at Heavitree, when a good supply
of pigeons and a large attendance is
expected. The proceedings are looked
forward to with much interest.

23 November 1866

Exeter Gazette

Fire at Heavitree. Stables and outbuildings
belonging to Mr Sandford totally destroyed.
(2001 site of Shauls bakery shop)

27 February 1867

Exeter Flying Post

On Monday 3 houses owned by Mr James
Lock, Mr Tubbs and Mr Sandford (butcher)
destroyed by fire. The West of England,
Norwich, Sun and Royal engines were
speedily on the spot and rendered great
assistance. Sanford’s premises had been
destroyed by fire 3 months previously and
rebuilt.

27 March 1900

Devon & Exeter Gazette

Exeter Corporation Bill. Heavitree
offered a differential rate at 4d in the £
and to limit extension of boundaries.
(Before Select Committee of House of
Commons)

Tuesday 4 December 2001

Open meeting to create an Exeter-wide
History Society at 7.30 in the Music Room
of the Central Library

Future Society meetings to be held at St
Michael’s Middle School at 7.30:

Thursday 6 December 2001
Tuesday 12 March, 2002
Thursday, 13 June, 2002

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, 10th September, 2002

‘Heavitree 2002°

The format for next year’s local history
exhibition in the Royal Albert Memorial
Museum is gradually taking shape and
research on the various topics continues.

It will open on Saturday, 4th May and
continue to the end of June. The small
exhibition staged in the Central Library had
one extremely helpful response from
someone who lived in Sivell Place during
the 2nd World War and who has loaned the
Society a photograph of a 1945 street party
with most of those on it identified.

Although one of the biggest problems
is the limited display space in ‘The Giraffe
Gallery’, it is still not too late to make room
for relevant information, especially
Heavitree artefacts.
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Gardeners Arms

An archaeological evaluation and later investigation of the site occupied by the Gardeners
Arms public house, Coronation Road, identified the presence of a substantial ditch of
apparent medieval date. The ditch is essentially square in plan with well defined corners
and broadly corresponds with the present boundaries of the site. It measures 7.10m wide,
its inner edge noticeably steeper than the outer, possible indicating a defensive element to
its function. The base of the ditch has been established as lying 2.2m below ground level

on the northernmost corner.

Although the ditch clearly represents a major
topographical feature its precise function and
date remain unclear. The most likely
interpretation is that it represents a moat, set
around a late-medieval building. The area
enclosed by the ditch measures approximately
27m x 30m, which, although small, is
comparable with other known moated sites and

The Gardeners Arms boarded up prior to demolition

1

would be sufficient to accommodate a single
house or farmhouse with ancillary buildings.

A further possibility is that of a short-lived
civil war entrenchment many of which were
thrown up around the outskirts of Exeter towards
the end of the war as the New Model Army under
Fairfax advanced on the city. It was reported in
February 1642 that Fairfax’s men were ‘very

_ near Exeter, having entrenched
themselves and raised many
strong forts within a mile .... of
the city’. An earthwork in this
area would have had some
stragetic value in that it lies
almost equidistant between the
Topsham and Wonford roads,
two of the main approaches to
the city.

Further archaeological
investigations are ongoing.
(Extract from Exeter City,
Archaelogical Field Unit Report
28th September 2001)



Update on Heavitree, Jamaica

This brief note provides a further update
on the origins of Heavitree, Jamaica (see
Newsletter no. 6, August 2001) and in
particular details of its ‘founder’ John
Davy.

Research progress has been possible
thanks to correspondence with Lesley
Morton, a descendent of the ‘Heavitree
Davys’, who lives in Australia. She informed
me that John Davy was one of the children of
James Davy, who originally left Heavitree,
Devon for Jamaica. James died in 1825. The
Jamaican property passed to his eldest son,
James Lewis (born 1799). James junior was
adoctor (“practitioner in physic and surgery’)
and died in Kingston, Jamaica in 1840.

John, who was born in 1801, had already
taken over the main family holdings and it
was in the late 1830s that he also founded
Heavitree, Jamaica. The name was no doubt
chosen to commemorate the family’s Devon
roots because both John’s father and
grandfather had strong Heavitree links. On
September 29 1863, John died in London. An
inscription records his death in St.George’s
Church, Mile Gully in the parish of
Manchester, Jamaica.

My Australian contact is a descendent of
Thomas Davy, brother of James who first
went to Jamaica. She has a portrait of Thomas
(See photo) and this gives us a clue as to what

Thomas Davy, brother of James

the ‘Heavitree Davys’ looked like. Hopefully
we will display a copy in our museum
exhibition next year. Thomas also owned
property in Jamaica including “Topsham’.
One by-product of all this research is that
Heavitree Local History Society now features
on the world wide web. An updated version
of the article in the last newsletter on
Heavitree, Jamaica is now available on the
internet at:
http://jamaicanfamilysearch.com

Martin Weiler

History and Information Technolgy

Early 19thC Criminal petitions

Local History in Suffolk

Devon at the Cinema — a review

The Exe Valley Road

The Long Bridges of North Devon

The Early ‘Balloon Craze’ in Exeter
Mining in IIsington

An American Family at War-Time Instow
The Uffculme Archive Group

Articles in local history journals that may be borrowed from the Secretary

The Local Historian Vol 31 No.2
The Local Historian Vol 31 No 3
Local History News Summer 2001
Local History News Summer 2001
The Devon Historian No.63

The Devon Historian No.63

The Devon Historian No.63

The Devon Historian No.63

The Devon Historian No.63

The Devon Historian No.63

Matters of Grave Concern ® Number |

Of all the graves in the Higher Cemetery,
one of the most inconspicious is that of
Sir John Bowring, LLD, FRS, yet for a
time he was a major figure on the
international stage. He was born in
Exeter(?) in 1792 and was a linguist,
political economist and hymn writer.
Although not a career diplomat, he was
Govenor of Hong Kong between 1854 and
1859. Most accounts say that he was not
particularly successful being high-handed
and autocratic and sparked off an incident
with China that led to war and caused the
downfall of the Palmerston government.

A Chinese lorca, a light vessel of
European build but rigged like a junk,
named ‘Arrow’ sailing under a British flag
and registered in Hong Kong, was
impounded by the Chinese authorities and
the crew charged with piracy. Bowring
responded by sending a naval force to
bombard Canton.

On his return to the UK. he lived in a
house in Holloway Street, Exeter and
stood, unsuccessfully, as a Liberal in the
Parliamentary Elections. He was active in
the Unitarian Church and was one of the
founders of the Devonshire Association for
the Advancement of Science, Literature
and Art, becoming the first President in
1862.

One of his claims to fame was his
promotion of decimal currency and is
credited with devising the florin, a two
shilling coin or one tenth of a pound.

He died on 23 November 1872, his
grave being just behind the lodge and was
one of the earliest burials in the cemetery
which was opened in 1866.

Frank Potter

Exeter Festival 2002

The Society has staged three very
successful events as part of the last two
Exeter Festivals, but has been informed that
due to shortage of space the only self-
promoting events that can be included in
the Festival brochure in 2002 are those that
mirror the core content of the festival
programme, namely music, drama, dance
and poetry.

This doesn’t prevent the Society from
repeating its guided tours in 2002, but it
does seem a pity that it will lose the
publicity it gained from inclusion in the
festival brochure. Especially as many of
those who attended previous tours came
from outside the city boundaries which is
perhaps one of the main reasons for holding
the festival.

Heavitree’s Global Footprints
Martin Weiler’s article on the Heavitree in
Jamaica has led to several members asking
for more information on the Heavitree Gap
in Australia. Heavitree Gap, a pass which
cuts through the MacDonnell Ranges near
Alice Springs in the Northern Territories,
Australia, was mentioned in a letter by
Surveyor William W. Mills to Sir Charles
Todd, the Superintendent of Telegraph, on
12th December 1872. Mills was reputed to
have discovered the feature while exploring
a route for the Overhead Telegraph Line
and named it after his school in Heavitree,
Devon. It is also claimed that he named
Alice Springs after Mrs Alice Todd, the
wife of Sir Charles Todd. In the U.K.Census
of 1851, William Mills, aged 6, and born
in Heavitree, is shown as living at Polsloe
Park. It is possible that the Heavitree school
mentioned above is the boys college at 10/
11 Regents Park, which specialised in
mathematics.

Den Perrin



The next meeting of the Society will be held at St Michaels CE Middle School, South
Lawn Terrace, on Thursday, 6™ December 2001, commencing at 7:30pm.

Agenda
1. Welcome to new members.
2. Secretary's Report.
3. Treasurer's Report.
4. Heavitree 2002 -
(a) Secretary's report.
(b) Individual reports.
5. Items raised by members.
6. Raffle to decide which paid up member should receive a book on ‘Porlock’.
7. Place and date of next meeting. (Agreed at AGM to be 12/03/2002)
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Notes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13" September 2001

1.
2.
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Twenty two members were present.

The meeting observed a two minute silence in sympathy for the victims of the terrorist
attack on New York on 11" September.

The Secretary's written report was accepted with thanks.

The Treasurer's written report was adopted with thanks.

The attached constitution for the Society was agreed unanimously.

Heavitree 2002 :-

a) G.B. had completed his research on the Heavitree breweries.

b) Research on the Livery Dole Chapel was complete.

¢) The research on the United Reform Church was almost complete.

d) The curator at Wyvern Barracks had supplied valuable information.

e) Research on the history of St Michaels Church was complete.

f) It was agreed not to include the RD&E Hospital in the project.

g) TM agreed to research Mowbray House and Heavitree Park.

h) DM is researching the Heavitree UDC minute books.

i) Research on Heavitree House was nearing completion.

j) Research on the blitz in Heavitree was nearing completion.

k) Photographs of the various topics were slowly coming in.

I) It was agreed to make a grant application to help fund the exhibition.

It was agreed to seek sponsorship for the publication of the Heavitree Roll of Honour.
(World War I casualties)

The following officers were re-elected:-

Chairman: David Morrish. Secretary: Den Perrin. Treasurer: Jeanne Smith.

Date of future meetings (All at St Michaels CE Middle School, South Lawn Terrace,
commencing 7:30pm.) :-

Thursday 6" December 2001

Tuesday 12" March 2002

Thursday 13" June 2002

Tuesday 10™ September 2002 (Annual General Meeting)

Constitution of the Heavitree Local History Society:
(As agreed at the AGM on 13" September 2001)

The objects of the Society shall be the promotion and study of the history of the parish
of Heavitree and surrounding area and the dissemination of information on it through
meetings, publications, exhibitions and other appropriate activities.

Membership shall be open to any interested person on payment of an annual
subscription, the amount of which shall be determined at each Annual General
Meeting.

An Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Society shall be held each year in the
month of September. A quorum shall be formed by ten or more members being
present.

A Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected at each AGM to serve for one
year. These officers shall be responsible for the day-to-day running of the Society and
may take reasonable steps for the furtherance of its objects.

At each Annual General Meeting:

i) The Secretary shall present minutes of the previous AGM and a summary of the
previous year's activities.

ii) The Treasurer shall present, for formal adoption, a statement of the Society's
membership and its financial position.

A Special Meeting may be called at any time at the request of the Chairman or ten or
more members by notice in writing to the Secretary. The purpose of the Special
Meeting shall also be notified in writing. At least 14 days notice of any Special
Meeting shall be given to all members, and a quorum shall be formed by ten or more
members being present.

At all meetings of the Society, voting shall be by a simple majority subject to the
exception in 8 below. In the event of a tied vote, the Chairman shall have an
additional casting vote.

Any proposal for the winding-up of the Society and the disposal of its assets shall
require the support of not fewer than 60% of members present at the AGM or any
Special Meeting at which the proposal is made. Any assets shall be distributed only to
bodies with objects similar to those of the Society.

These rules may be amended only at an AGM or Special meeting by the support of a
simple majority.
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