DIARY

Tuesday 19 June, at 7.30

Meeting of the Society at St Michael’s
Middle School

Saturday 30 June, 2:00pm

Tour of the Higher Cemetery, Heavitree,
led by Frank Potter.

Meet in front of the cemetery chapels.
Saturday 30 June

Community Association Fete, Heavitree
Pleasure Ground

Saturday 7th July. 10:00am to
12:00noon.

Tour of St. Michael & All Angels Church,
Heavitree. Including views over
Heavitree from the tower for those able
to negotiate the climb.

Saturday 14 July

St Michaels Middle School Fete
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Mrs R. Wood riding a sleek racing bicycle in Church
Street in c. 1935. In the background we see the old
Dunstans shop and a rare glimpse of the lost Ellis’s
Building behind.

HEAVITREE OLD NEWS

14 October 1820

Exeter Flying Post

Heavitree fire on 11th September. Fire at
house belonging to Mr Austin, bricklayer,
near Horse and Groom, on the right side
of the road leading to the church. 5 houses
in front and 5 cottages behind totally
destroyed. Water supply problems, nearly
all properties insured. ‘

(When did Heavitree get mains water and
drains? Where are all the wells now? Ed.)

12 July 1871

Exeter Flying Post

Heavitree had its annual ‘revel’ on Sunday
and it was attended with the usual amount
of inebriety and misconduct. The writer of
this paragraph witnessed a most disgraceful
scene. A lot of roughs (men, women and
boys) had been turned out of the public
houses and commenced to fight, one across
the other, neither of them apparently
knowing why they were fighting or who
they were fighting with. The language was
far from being refined and the women
outvied the men in the elegance of their
expressions. These annual gatherings
would be more honoured in the breach than
in the observance. Yesterday the fair
commenced with donkey racing etc. and
today there will be climbing for legs of
mutton and women running for gown
pieces.

HEAVITREE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
To stimulate interest in, and encourage
research of, all aspects of Heavitree's past.

For more information about the Society and its
events, please contact the Secretary:

Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road, Exeter, EX1 2QS
Tel. 01392 216395 or, e-mail pem@supanet.com
Newsletter Editor:

Sean Goddard, 6 Roseland Avenue, EX1 2TW
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I claimed the last edition of this newsletter was the fourth but it seems I was wrong.
There have only ever been three, but to avoid more confusion I will continue the lie,
call this one No. 5 and let it be a warning to all researchers that one should not always
believe everything in print without supporting evidence. Sorry. Ed.

British Association for Local History
As a consequence of our new affiliate
membership of the British Association for
Local History (BALH), we will now receive
a couple of publications which members
might be interested in. Firstly, Local History

News, the so-called magazine, and secondly

the Journal of the BALH. So, for anyone
involved in, or thinking about starting, a
research project it might be worth scanning
the papers of these two publications for
ideas. In addition, BALH also publish
monographs on related topics which
members might like to buy, or make a case
for the Heavitree Society to add titles to its
own library. All new acquisitions will be
kept by our Librarian, Marion Carter, and
may be borrowed at meetings.

Our membership of BALH also brings
with it the opportunity to cover the Society
and its officers with the necessary public
liability insurance for our own events. This
is sometimes seen as a sad reflection of our
culture but in an increasingly litigious
society we must be covered

Heavitree 2002
In May 2002, Heavitree will be given the
chance to create a community exhibition at
the Royal Albert Memorial Museum. Can
you help with this project?

Do you have any photographs of street
parties, fires, accidents, vanished buildings,
sporting events? Do you have any
documents or objects that help throw a light
onto Heavitree’s past: property deeds,
apprentice recognisances, ration books, gas
masks, etc.? All aspects of Heavitree’s past
may be of interest. Do you have memories
of past events? If so, the Society would like
to help document these.

The first steps have been taken to stage
an exhibition of Heavitree’s history. The
aim is to present this information to a wider
audience in an entertaining and informative
manner. The final format and content will
be determined by many factors including
the space available, and what is unearthed
by individual researchers, but the following
decisions were made at the meeting on 24
April:

cont.



