HEAVITREE OLD NEWS DIARY

12 July1762
Sherbourne Gazette, p3.
8 houses burnt down at Heavitree.

13 December 1762
Sherbourne Gazette, p3.
Exeter stagecoach held up at Heavitree.

26 November 1815

Woolmers Gazette, p4.

Wooden posts that guarded turnpike
footpath at Heavitree, stolen.

1830 Dymond

‘Heavitree — the largest and most
fashionable village in the West country’.
(This presumably reflects the early 19th century
expansion of Exeter s suburbs and the building
of large, fine houses in Heavitree. Ed)

3 July1834

Exeter Flying Post

We understand that the Magistrates and
Commissioners of the Exeter Turnpike
Roads are resolved to do away with the
obstruction to the public in travelling, and
the general disturbance of the peace, which
has of late years been occasioned by the
holding of what is commonly termed
Heavitree Fair, which happens early this
month, but which is no Fair at all, either by
charter or prescription and only called a
Fair, as an excuse for drunkenness and
disorderly conduct, to the very great
annoyance of the public and the inhabitants
of the parish generally. The Surveyors of
the Roads and Constables are to be in
attendance for the purpose of warning all
persons from erecting standings or booths
on the Turnpike Roads and to see that no
tippling or late order is allowed in the public
houses, and if persisted in, it is the
determination of the Magistrates to punish
as the law directs.

Tuesday 13th March, at 7:30pm

Meeting of the Society, at St. Michael CE
Middle School, South Lawn Terrace.
Tuesday, 20th March, at 7:30pm

Open Meeting
John Allan, curator of antiquities at the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum, has
agreed to give a talk on Roman roads in

the Exeter area, in St. Michael CE Middle
School, South Lawn Terrace.

Members and non members welcome.
29th June to 15th July.

Exeter Festival 2001
Events arranged by Heavitree Local
History Soriety.
Saturday 30 June, 2:00pm

Tour of the Higher Cemetery, Heavitree,
led by Frank Potter.

Meet in front of the cemetery chapels

Saturday 7th July. 10:00am to 12:00noon.

Tour of St. Michael & All Angels Church,
Heavitree. Including views over Heavitree
from the tower for those able to negotiate
the climb.

Both these events are free.
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HEAVITREE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
To stimulate interest in, and encourage
research of; all aspects of Heavitree's past.

For more information about the Society and its
events, please contact the Secretary:

Den Perrin, 4 Homefield Road, Exeter, EX1 2QS
Tel. 01392 216395 or, e-mail pern@supanet.com

Newsletter Editor:
Sean Goddard, 6 Roseland Avenue, EX1 2TW

Welcome to the Society’s latest Newsletter, and my first as Editor. On behalf of the
Society, I would like to thank my predecessor, John Shell, for his considerable efforts
in producing the earlier editions and I would like to echo John’s call for your
contributions: this newsletter can only succeed with your help.

Nice PLACE

Martin Weiler reports spotting a new road
named Heavitree Way in Taunton recently
and inquired of Taunton Deane District
Council what the connection to the original
might be. It seems the Council had run out
of its own local worthies and other
associations and chose Heavitree because
it ‘sounds nice’!

So Taunton has joined the select group
of Southern Australia and the brewery in
using the name Heavitree.

Manor House
Our Secretary Den Perrin tells me that the
clearance of the derelict buildings next to
the listed "Manor House", has been
completed and construction of six town
houses and three flats is about to start.

There is no evidence that a manor
house ever existed on this site, the name
only appearing in the mid 19th century, but
in 1763 it was leased to John Baring, a
member of the banking family, which for
many years had been a major land owner
in Heavitree.

The City's archaeologists have
monitored the site during the demolition but
their report has not yet been published.

1066 AND ALL THAT

In the last Newsletter, John Shell asks for
clarification of Heavitree’s Domesday Book
entry, and in particular the reference to
ploughing with a team of eight oxen. Well,
Domesday Book is not consistent in the
manner of its recording and Heavitree’s
entry is very short on detail. It mentions only
two carucates of land and two ploughs: one
for Roger, who holds the manor, and one
for the villein — the two serfs were probably
ploughmen. So, that makes for a population
of just four families in 1086: Roger’s, the
villain’s and the two serfs’— surely there
must have been more.

A carucate, like the hide elsewhere in
the country, is a measure of cultivated land
which a plough team could work in a year
and could be used to calculate tax. For most
of the country a carucate, or hide, would
have been reckoned on 120 acres but in the
southwestern counties (heavier soils?) it is



more often reckoned at only 40 or 48 acres
(Finn, 25). So, how much bigger than its
likely 96 acres of arable was the manor at
this time? And what about woodland
(crucial for fuel and the grazing of pigs),
-orchards, pasture, or sheep and cows?
How did this tiny manor, and its later
church of St. Michael, in the two centuries
following Domesday Book, become the
centre of such a large parish, (see Fig. 1)
ranging from Cowley Bridge in the north
to the Clyst at Bishop’s Clyst in the south,
including a total of ten churches and
chapels (Orme, 121)?
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Fig. 1 The extent of Heavitree parish at the
end of the 13th century. Afier Orme, 1991.

As for the plough and its oxen team,
we must remember that ploughing had
been developed over thousands of years
before 1086 and the plough itself was a
valuable and effective tool with all the
components we see on a modern plough:
a coulter to cut the turf, an iron ‘share’ to
break the ground, and a mouldboard for
turning the furrow. Ploughshares were
even sought as payment for rents (Finn,
57). The oxen (castrated bulls), were small
beasts about the size of the Dexter breed

and the eight would constitute two teams of
four. '

References:

Finn, RW, 1973 Domesday Book: a guide, Lon-
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Orme, NI, 1991 The Medieval Chapels of

Heavitree, Proceedings of the Devon Ar-
chaeological Society No 49, 121-129.
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For those able to make the steep climb of St.
Michael’s church tower, the rewards for members
of the Society included panoramic views of
Heavitree and also some of the Church’s
architectural detail, such as the corner pinnacles,
above.

The Society’s most enjoyable and successful
visit in September 2000 will be repeated on
Saturday 7th July.

The next meeting of the Society will be held at St. Michael’s CE Middle School,
South Lawn Terrace, on Tuesday, 13th March, commencing at 7:30pm.

Agenda

1. Welcome to new members.

2. Secretary’s Report.

3. Treasurer’s Report.

4. Exeter Festival events.

5. Regent Square study. :

6. Community project 2002.

7. Items raised by members.

8. Place and date of next meeting.

Notes of the meeting held on 7th December 2000.

1. Twelve members were present on what was the stormiest night of a stormy
winter

2. Secretary’s Report.

(a) The tour of Heavitree Parish Church on 30th September, arranged by HM
and NW, was enjoyed by all those who had attended. Those able to climb the
steep stairs to the top of the tower were rewarded by spectacular views over
Heavitree. It was agreed to donate £10 to the Friends of St. Michael’s.

(b) The suggestion that Exeter Civic Society hold a history quiz during the
Exeter Festival had been forwarded.

(c) The Express & Echo had published an article on the ‘Cat and Fiddle’ plaque
in East Wonford Hill, and had invited suggestions as to its origins, but no new
theories had emerged.

3. Treasurer’s Report. The current balance was £238.00.

4. Community Project 2002. Although the Museum service was in the middle of
a restructuring exercise it was thought that support for this project would
continue.

5. It was agreed that John Allan, of Exeter Museum, be invited to give a talk to
the Society, the choice of subject being left to him, but making known the
Society’s interest in Roman roads in Heavitree.

6. TC reported that an archaeological investigation would be carried out during

the foundation works on the Manor House site, Fore Street.



