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Introduction:

48 Regent Square was the first house
that | owned, and it has meant a great
deal to me. | have always been
interested in local and saa history,
and began to imagine what the lives of
' those who lived here before me had
been like. In the last two hundred years
or so, Heavitree has changed from a
small, quiet village to one of the most
popular places to live in Exeter. Regent
Square haseen right at the heart of it
all, remaining relatively untouched as
the area has grown up around. it
Fnding out about the lives of those
who have lived heran the pastalso
paints a picture of the social changes that have happened as Exeter has bdwmmedern city
that it is today. As fofi KS { |j dzI NB®ihdamesdBkytERSSWEMain an insight into what the
workingclass Victorian entrepreneur wadten like ¢ how he gained wealth and lagacythrough
property development, but still neer realy managed to rise abovuas workingclass roots.
All over Exeter, streets of rearick houses probably owe their existence to men like J J F Ellis
has been a pleasure to find bmore about one of these characterand the kind of life that he led.

| would like to thank all of the current and past residents of Regent Square who have shared their
memories, anecdotes and family stories with me. Particular thanks go to Jean Smith (now Bauman)
for her crystalclear memories, help with researciphotosand friendship Lynda Ridgway and Rita
Flack for sharing so many wonderful phatagich have truly brought this research to jiteirrent
residents Mike, Ruth, Hilda and Jim; everyone who responded to my questions on the Exeter
Memories Facebook pag®&e\erley Turley:great, great granddaughter of John James Fry Ellis,
who joined me inthe fun of researching hi€olourful life, and my friends from Heavitree Local
History Society: in particular Martin Weiler, for lkiscouragement andetective skills; Mik&mith,

for introducing me tothe Heritage Centre, and Jonathan Wright, for proediding and supporting

me with the technological side of things. Although this might sound like the end of an episode of
Wwdza i | | ama so graEiuSfar the connectionsghat this research has brought abguand |

hope that these stories will be a lasting record of the lives lived on Regent Square.

eavitre e
ocal
istor
ociety

We are a friendly, informal group of people with
interest in local history. We hold four talks a year,
run occasionalguided walks, events and exhibitions.
Annual membership costs £10, nomembers can attend |
talks for £3, and all walks and exhibitions are free
anyone to attend.

Our website also contains a wealth of information aboU
Heavitreewww.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk :



http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/

John James Fry Elli&arly Life

In 1849, John James Fry Ellis, the future developer/builder of Regent Square, was born to Mary
and John Ellis. THEl YA f & Q & in Kelvtovd: amdred of new development on the perimeter
of East Exeter. They lived at 7 PlantatBumldings, which raparallel toClifton Rad andwhich
£\ | SRS Qo BT N R g EFNS 7 were later razed by
; i enemy action in May
1942.The area is now
called Lower Albert
Street. Now, and in
the map shown, the
area is densely
populated, but when J
- J F Ellis was living in
% Plantation Buildings,
 there would have
been fields and
orchards behind his
house ¢ land just
waiting to be built
. upon.
W W C 9ffAaQa
a joiner, and this was
a typical trade for
19040S Map Showing Plantation Buildings residents of
Plantation Buildings
and Newtownin genera] traditionally a humble working class arealn the 1851 census, three
FRRAGAZ2Y I OKAfRNBYXZ RSAZONAOSR Fa WydzZNESQ OKA
likely have been chilren that the parents were being paid to look after, suggesting that the Ellis
family were quite short of money.
It is likely that J J F Ellis went to St Sidwell's Church School, which was free to attend and located
near to where he lived. He would no datuhave done well at school, and, having completed his
education byfourteen, would have commenced his working life. He must have bedle to join a
building firm in Exeter andifter a probationary periodwould have beeracceptedto train as an
apprentice.
No doubt he was harevorking and resourceful, and so able to choose to be traisea plumber,
which would have meant being indentured for seven years. J J F Ellis would most likely have taken
evening classes and further training for gas fitfibgextend his chosen tradeGas fitting was a
natural extension of plumbing, asuch of the skill would have involvedbrking with lead pipeslt
was also a wise choice of profession, as gas was
becoming more and more desirable in the ™ pa— — .
home: - M}: !
0By 1826, almost eery city and large town in W ud ’3‘&@ -:
Britain, as well as many in other countries & 5 e g
had a gas works, primarily for lighting thef i = o=
streets. In these towns, public buildings, shopS™
and larger houses generally had gas lighting
odzi AG0 gl ayQid dzyiaAasth
century that most working people could afford
to light their homes with gas
(nationalgasmuseum.org.uk)

B

Lead foundin a roof on Mont-le-Grand



By 1869 he would have completed the apprenticeship and fully qualified &sraber/gasfitter at
aroundtwenty-two yearsold.

Recently, builders wrking to replace a lead roof in Mote-Grand found a piece of lead bearing

his rather humblywritten name- the style of writing suggests he was quite young when he left it
there, but the fact that he did, tells us that even then he must have wantedaeel his mark on
Exeter.

Having qualified, J J F Ellis met and married Brenda Louise Elliot, an Exetemgintyfears of

age.. NBYRIQa LI NByday WHYSa oF aYAGKO |yR [ 2dzi.
both from Exeter and were livingt ® Sandford Street, NewtowrlThe newlyweds lived at
Plantation Cottags, near to his parents, but latenoved to 50 Clifton Road, which John owned,
along with number 49, from where he ran his business as a registered plumber and gasfitter. He
also appeasto have purchased properties in Sandford Streetluding number 9

In 1874, J J F Ellis's father died, aged 57 years, and a few years later, in 1879, J J F Ellis built two
houses on Alexandra Terrace, Exeter. He named them Bertha Villas, after biglaldghter, who

would have been ten. These were grand houses, described as:

GSIFOK O2ylGlFrAyAy3as 2y GKS 3INRdzyR FTi22NE FTNRBYy(
larder, coalcellar and w.c; two gardens in front and garden at the back; on thestfifloor,
drawing-room and bedroom and w.c. rad lavatory off landing; on the second floor, two
bedrooms. These houses are wbliilt and furnished in good style. They contain numerous
cupboards and useful fixtures, gas and water pipes, two cisterns, leaahlpla ® ® ¢ ¢

(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1880)

kX X /s Once again, J J F Ellis was keen to leave his
“PEEN P mark on the city, erecting a plaque on the
houses (which still stand today).

Coming from a poor family (his grandparents
were registered as paupers), we don't kmo
where he found the money to begin building
and selling houses, but we can already see his
ambition and enthusiasm for property. Just like
today, in many cases, skilled members of the
working class could earn the same, if not more
than, members of the loer-middle classes] J

F Ellis had certainly chosen a trade that would

have been in high demand as gas becamxggégn% ANY?T ‘%E STFn?FB ENGLAND
' i ANED ENE UILDING

more popular in thg home.Personal G SOCIETY, Heman oy

contacts and connections werasovery | Hexny D. THOMAS, Em_" ;“P., Shadiian

important, and J J F Ellis must have had Special Advantages. Reduction of Rates.

. T0 BORROWERS.—Money lent on Mortgage, repay-
these. Perhaps he glso took\atage of | able in 5, 7, 10, 12, or 14 years, by mouthly or quarterly
the many offers in local papers forjustalments, thus anadlilm peilion: without captxtgle t&l t;,,.

| own landlords. ortgages canno od
mortgages, as well as Exeteftageneed | e {08 BFE R Cuts are reulasly paid. Logel
for new, rentable properties. Em Survey Charges paid by the Society.

Ol asne ana aannivad Lo tha nawiaa:

Bertha Villas, Alexandra Terrace




| TRANSFER OF BUSINESS.
‘A. S. ROWE

EGS respectfully to inform™ the Nobility, Gentry,

Clergy, and the Public generally that he has taken
| off the Business for many years carried on by Mr. J. Ellis,

? PLUMBER, GASFITTER, &o.,

49, CLIFTON-ROAD, NEWTOWN
| where he hopés, by good workman ship and }brsoual
| attention, te merit their support.

Not long after this, we see that he
transferred his business (which appears

to have been doing very well) to a new
owner, although heetained ownership

of the building. He must have been
ambitious, as he appears to have tried

to become a Sanitary Inspector for the
O2dzy OAf > FfGK2dAK KS
Perhaps this failurenspired J J F Ellis to

JOHN ELLIS,

PLUMBER AND BUILDER,

1t NEWTOWN, EXETER,

fl\ becoming a CANDIDATE for the Office of

SANITARY INSPECTOR for the City, t-

fully solicits the sugport of the Members of the Exeter

ww{g Council and of the Sanitary Committee of that
body. Should he be appointed, he is preparsd to

nehnqmsh a business which he ;has carried om success-

fully for a period of 14 years, and to devote his whole

Ytime and attention to the duties of the office.

ll\ovember 11th, 1880.

)

take a new direction andecome landlod of the ’
Bristol Inn (destroyed in the Blitz, istood where
John Lewis is now, at 3 Sidwell Street), althougkt
was a shodlived venture.

The 1881 census shows J J F Ellis as Innkeeper,
there with Brenda, their eight children ranging fror
11 yeas to 5 months (Bertha, John, Arthur, Harr
Susan, Alice, Mabel and George), Louise Elh
mother-in-law, and Harriet Bowden, general servant aged 35.

Brenda must have had her hands full with supporting J J F Ellis, being almost constantly pregnant
(shealso gave birth to a premature baby that did not survive whilst at the Bristol Inn, and had at
least two more children on moving house) and we can see why the family advertised for:

4 adNRy3I aGSFRe LISNBR2YyX (2 (GF1S GKS SYyGANB OF
(WesternTimes, 1881)

J J F Ellis still had time to post a slightly threatening advert in search of his lost dog:
dlost, awhite and livelO2f 2 dzNJ {t ! bL 9| Le/ 1 X |yasgSNE
taken against anyone detaining same after thisnotide LJLJt € WhI b 9[ [ L{ Z
(Western Times, 1881)

Sidwell Street was mudlvelierthen. Mr H Aggett's memories really bring it to life:

owalking up Sidwell Street on a Saturday night was a real experience; you could sense an
atmosphere of egitement; you left London Inn Square where the old Exeter Hippodrome was;
they'd be queuing up there for the second house...most of the shops were open and brightly lit.
And there were crowds of people; you ofte
had to step into the road; the trams clatréng
up through ¢ bang bang bang. The butcher P»"ﬂ
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EXETER POLICE COURT.
\L’//rn the Right Wor \/: ipful the Mayor ( w. |
k‘f/ the ex-Mayor | e ﬁuc\ ﬁ)& .I

\.

a022R 2dz2iaARS GKSANI "' K 2133 ,axzfdzuwyay a/ 2YS 2ys
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{FRASET 380 22dNJ &SIB M Rugehybes eKS Lidoa

they'd be in fine voice on a Saturday night... Uguage in St. Sidwell-street, and also with |

" N R

course the road then was wooden blockghe
whole of Sidwell Streefrom the top of Paris
Street right up to the fountain...you used to
hear the horses; Of 2 LI Of %md]duﬁrﬁgz
the day,a@2dzd R aSS &akKSSL
through Sidwell Street, up Blackboy Road a
Ayidz2 GKS O2dzyidNE (2
(‘Discovering Exete Sdwell Street’, Hazel
Harvey)

J J F Ellis must have been very busy, as
Bristol Inn sounds like it was quite a rough a
ready place. News stories tell of him gettl
into skirmishesand holding things together as*
landlord:

John James Ellis, landlord ef the Bristol Inu.
®evidence adduced, it uppcued that the defen-
°mpuuy with three other young men, Was in

Iun on Wednesday evening. They had a game
x‘fier which some beer was ordered. A dispute
W Sshould pay for the beer, mch purt) con~-

er b a ‘he land-

”IR: lx‘zyu%% \ﬁ.'\%iq,ﬁ udcd Iyﬁ.lent of
y(mu" men, and as he refused, Mr. Ellis
r“eﬂ fined the defendant 10s. and the expenses,

t e_) The defendant endeavoured to
20008,
% » a week’s imprisonment.—The defendant

u‘u’

Uu’ was put outside, when Inspector Symes
u‘ta custody for using ebscene language and
lmlu'bauc:e he being the cause of a crowd of
h“etlu" in the street. The defendant was very
en askul to give his name by the Inspector.—

demed having assaulted the landlord, but

QUI) assisted to put out ** the other chap

Witness named ** Dickey ”” Turner, who gue

"Oboranu of the defendant’s statement.—

d in so doing, assaulted the
GLM‘.M t“rnutlvu

Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 1881



oRichard Pearce, a youthf ®8lackboy Road, was summoned by Mr John J F Ellis, landlord of the
Bristol Inn, for misconducting himself on his premises by refusing to quit when ordered.
Complainant said that on Friday evening the defendant came into his house with a friend and
had two quarts of beer, which the defendant ordered. Witness served the beer and asked the
defendant for the money. Defendant refused to pay for the beer; the witness caught him by the
collar and attempted to put him outside, but defendant caught witness by tlneaat and nearly
OK21SR KAY® 2AGySaa ¢l a faz2 aSid dzakRy o0& RST
some trouble before. Inspector Symes proved seeing the defendant in the passage of the Bristol
Inn abusing Mr Ellis, and he advised him to leave thmuke. Defendant refused at first, but he
FFGSNBIFNRE tSTid 5STFSYyRIyldG o1 a FAYSR pa |yR
told Mr Ellis that he should discourage young fellows such as defendant as much as possible
FNBY RNAY(1AY3 G KAa K2dzaSoé

(Western Times 1881)

This is not the only story of drunken, violent behaviour at the Bristol Inn. In fact, it seems that J J F
9ffAa Ffyvyz2al tz2aid KAia fAOSyaS Ay mMyyHX YR gl
Propeacy Sate—Mr. Robert W. Best held an auetion) At the same time, however, many

yesterday, at Ellis’s Bristol Il]ﬂ, for the purpose of auctlons cb Iand and property were

fferi veral freehold dwelling-houses and buildiag- " 4 ~ . o 5
git::lil’loi ::le. Lot 1, a dwelling-house, known as No. 48,8 O SAyYy 3 KSt R G 9t ft AaqQ

8t. David's-hill, aod 2, & ddwgllizfd(l‘lowg fxo"o 1361: know that Ellis himself bought land in
Sidwell-street, were started at £4U0 an 50 re- i

spectively, but were not sold, the biddiugs not reaching Newtown at thes.e aUCUOr?S, find he
the reserved prices. Lots 24, 3, and 4, dwelling-houses, ' also sold newhpuilt properties in the
No. 10la, 102, and 103, Sidwell-street, respectively, area

were put up in one, but no offer was given for them. Lotp . .

5, a bailding-site at the back oféqtsl 2f, 3E and 4, t:ndt c&)u;‘ Perhaps being present at so many
aining g f 5,854 superficial feet, was started & . . .
fauing an ares of e W, Hidks, Culverland- | auctions, in an eveexpanding Exeter,

road, for £95. Lot 6, a corner building-site in Newtown, | was what inspired Ellis to purchase the

25 d sold te Mr. Ellis, of the Bristol| . .
,;vna;’ pf‘:)tr ui:x‘,)Z';.t ai:;loat’a a’;x, S?Oand 9, alss building-sites in | land to build Regent Square, his most

Newtown, were not sold. Lot 10, a building-site int ampitious venture yet.Although he

- tarted at £25, and sold for £27 to Mr.| X .
h ‘{’%)il)l;:zr.eetf,ov:als‘f :rt:nemeut situated in Heavitres-road, had already built several houses by this

was put up in £159, bub was withdrawn, the biddings nott time, planning and building sixthree

| reaching the reserved price. - | terraced houses was a new challenge

entirely. Looking at somefdhe houses that survived the Blitz on Clifton Street, we can see that

they are almost identical in structure to those of Regent SquEmey followii K S (i & Uiiré@l £ Wi

dzLJE (62 Rphad gf QewTdrrac@sNif houses of the time aack also built a sloping

ground. W& can see the influence on Regent Square.

We do notknowwhere JJFHEIi2 | GKS Y2y Seés odzi OFly 2yfteée | adac

LI FOS G GKS NARIKG GAYSQ O2Y0AYSR g AGK ticay dzNH

work involved in building houses, that led him to have such a dream, and to take such a risk
= financially. Conveyances show that he

borrowed heavily to carry out his project.

By the end of 1882 the Bristol Inn was under

new license, and the Ellis fagihad moved to

71 Fore St, Heavitree (now Shaulg)

conveniently close to the Regent Square site.

On the following page are two photographs of J

J F Ellis, Brenda and their children. We know

that only a few of the thirteen children born to

the couple suriwed to maturity; we do know

that Brenda(the eldest girl)ived to 44, Arthur

to 66 and Harry to 75.

Houses on Clifton $¢et are almost identical
to those on Regent Square.



Victorian family photographs were usually taken to commemorate a rite of passage or significant event. This
photograph is not dated, but we know thawhen the Ellis family ran the Bristol Inn, they had eight children, the
oldest of whom (Bertha) was eight, while the youngest was just a few months. It therefore seems likely that this

photograph was taken around 1880, when the family were about to bedieit new venture at the Bristol Inn. If so,

Brenda must have been pregnantith Mabel in the photograph. Although the family have assumed the grave, stiff
expressions required of subjects at the time, | think this photograph shows a certain amount of wlarmthe poses,

AY . NBYRIFIQa KAydG 2F F aYATS FyR LISNKILEA | (GgAy1tS Ay W

This photograph looks to have been taken later than the previous odd. F Ellis is showing off his pocket watch and
posing like a gentleman. Sadly the family seems to hakeunk. One of the older boys is missingrobably John)
and Susan and Mabel both died young. Amy and Laura were probably yet to be born, giving us a rough date of 1886.

8




Regent Square: From Gardens to Residential Development

The nineteenth century wastane of huge growth inEngland and Wales. In 1801, the population
was 8.9 million, with 3.1 million in urban areas, and 5.8 million in rural a@asr the next
hundred years, the population increased fefotd, so that by 1901 the total population wag.3
million, with 25.1 million in urban areas, and only 7.5 million in rural areas.

Far more people were now living in the cities, and housing was desperately needed forTihism.
led to a rush on building, with plots of land being bought up and tersaf houses built by those
keen to cash in

Althoughthe Industrial Revolution did not have a huge impact on Exeter like it did other cities, the
city continued to grow rapidly, and the population had doubled by the end of the nineteenth
century.

Heavitree itself was g : = ,
guite separate from \' el T3 T i

\Zoleslae

Exeter until 1913 | \\ \7:5(,. 9 : i R , \
\ Ed 20 ['?’Iq‘ g h TS &
and had had ap- : l .L/ :"“4:-' 7}5:1 e /aﬂ"/\ \i:/a.u

relatively quiet A "‘&’ﬁ” l"” =% ;2’ éom\ 420 o 28 0.0l yvro

2/

history defined by
agriculture and
quarrying, ~manor :
houses (there weref
four ¢ Polsloe,
Whipton, Wonford
and Jacobschercha
and the church.
When the first
national census

took !olace in 1801 This map from 1813 shows us how rural Heavitree was:
Heavitree had a it consisted mostly of fields and orchards.
population of just Thet F yR G2 GKS tSTd 2F . dAENB@&&noCdads R
833; over 500 of
whom were employed in agriculture.
Everything had started to change in tiineteenth century, which sawyrowth and expansion.
One thing particularly going for the parish was that it wassidered healthy free of the stench
and cholera of the city. It became a popular place to live for the wealthy andgik@r By 1901
the population was 7,529. By the mudctorian period, houses for the artisan sector were in
demand, providing they are built to a good standard and could be rented out for a good return.
In the course of his business and work, J J Rnllifd have seen the potential falevelopment of
~ many areas of Exetgand must have been
<, waiting for his chance ta@ash in. When th
land on which Regent Square built came
up for sale, J J F Ellis had his chance to really
make his mark.Just like a moderday
property developer, J J F Ellis planned to fit
as many properties into the area as possible.
The map on the left, based onan 1816
survey of pa of Heavitree Manor shows
the entrance to Ellis Place (to the left of the
Poor House, where Gap is now) already
Heavitree in 1816 existed,but there wasn't much of a way into
courtesy ofHeavitree Local History Society the land where Regent Square now stands.

y  Parsonage Masor
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A paper ontained with house
deeds, dated 11h June 1844,
shows"Redemption of Tithe" for
ocommutation of rents charged
for land number 287.

Tithe charges were one of the
main sources of clergy incomge
ten percent of the income gained
from a plot of land had to be
given as a tax tosupport the
parish priest/local churchAfter
the Reformation some land
passed from the Church to lay
owners who inherited the
entitlement to receive tithes

1840s Tithe Map of Heavitree showing the area
that was to become Reaent Sauare By the earlynineteenth century,

tithe payments in kind (i.e. giving
every tenth lamb born, oevery tenth cheese
made) were impractical. The 1836 Tithe
Survey wasonductedto find out which areas
were subject to tithes, who owned them, ho
much was payable and to whomThe
payment in kind washen replaced by a rent:
0KS WIiAGKS NBFBwas Gikally
abolished in 1936.
The Heavitreetithe map of the 1840sbove
showsplot 287 (now Regent Squarand 283
belonging to Mr dhn Gould as garden
probably with house and gardeadjoining it.
The land was occupied by Aaron DaWy.
seems liket that he was a rather unpleasan
character.The rews storiesbelow reveal an

COMMUTATION OF TITHE. [ Duty free.
WE the undersigned being Landowners or duly

‘authorised nge?us of Landowners within the Parish

of Heavitree, in the County of Devon, whose interest is not
less than one-fourth part of the whole value of the lands sub-
ject to Tithes in this parist, do by this notice in writing under
onr hiands, eall 4 Parochial Meeting of Landowners and Tithe-
owners within the limits of the said Parish, for the purpose of
Sln ngreeme r eneral Commutation of Tithes
t sQ’n‘ZIimiu f%?&.@ﬁ'ish, pursuant to the provisions
of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of the reign
of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, intitled * Af',
Act for the Commutation of Tithes in FEngland and Wales.
And we do hercby also give notice, that such Meeting will be
beld at the Horse and Jockey lon, in the said Parish of
Heavitree, on Wednesday the Sleventh day of October now
next ensuing, at the hour of Eleven 1o the Forenoou.
Given under our hands this 'liwemh day of September, One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-seven.
ARTHUR ATHERLEY, GEO. F. TRAVERS,
JOHN MILFORD, R. C. (,AMPlOl'V,
JOHN GOULD, Agent for the | THOS. U. SALTER,
Rt. Hon. Lord Poitimose, HEN. M. FORD,

: J. BUSSELL, E. EARDLEY,
Aaron Davy of Heavitreéo have been an E. LLOYD SANDERS, WM. GOODRIDGE,
- JAMES WAKE WM. REW,

aggressive and drunken man, who twi

. : . E Pl h 1837
appeared in court for hidadbehaviour. xeter and Plymouth Gazette 183

_—

AssavuLr.—Aaron Davy, a militia-man, was charged with We hear aboutJohn Gould Whe_n
assaulting Mr. Carter, butcher, of Heavitree, on the 30th he and other landowners in
Wit L0 appears that the defendant was drund, and that be  Heavitree held a meeting to make
went into the shop of the complainant, and, on being re< agreement for the
quested to leave, refused, and committed the assault com- - . -
plained of.—Fined 10s. and expenses, time being allowed commutation of tithes in 1837f
for payment. this is the same Gould who

MNamnwlainant said dafandant samma ¢ta tha dane ahawéd 19 waa owned the |and, he appears tO

Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1854 have lkeen a very important
BEIZEAd LI 30U turew ol against a waoie. A NS aerenaant

denied, admitting he burst open the door, but averring that OK I NI OU S NXY [ 2 NR
co:ghit;m:d had been dr'Rking. anl;i mm ten minutes steward, andRSa ONA O SR | &
waiting for admission. e case, he , was got up i

for the purpose of extorting mol’xey. The Bench decided most. emlnent_ and .ft&famed A
that he should pay a fine of 7s, to cover expenses. _ | practical  agriculturalist ® IS

o seems to have been wdlked.

Western Times, 1885

1C



At some point, this land passed to the Hogdons: Anne, John Cole and Florence. We read that J J F
Ellis purchased the land from them, along with some dwellings. Original deeds from 3, Regent
Syuare, describe the land as:
opart of certain fields or closes of land called Masters Tenement formerly Market Garden and
situated on the North side of the Highway in the Parish of Heavitree in the County of Devon
lately in the occupation of James DominpR KA & dzy RSNI Syl yida | yR aN&a
Old directories show that James Dominy, gardener, was indeed living just effSE@et, and,
interestingly, byl1887 we can see that he was now living at 38 Regent Square and listed as a
builder. It seems likely that JRIEllis made him part of the building project, and that he did well
out of it (old newspaper stories show Dominy had previously been in trouble with the law, having
spent three months in jail, doing hard labour, for stealing 23 fowls from Mr Westawaghdrubf
Heavitree).
The one major drawback to purchasing this parcelofi was the very narrow access from Fore
Street, which would have restricted the quantity of building materials to be delivered. It has been
suggested that J J F Ellis obtained tbempssion of the landowners to create rear access, allowing
materials to be brought directly to his building site. Demolishing the dwellings that came with the
parcel of land may also have created a wider entrance from Fore Street.
J J F Ellis would havenapleted a detailed survey to acknowledge the potential of this land for
development, and to highlight any possible problermbefall of ground would have been a good
sign that there would be natural surface water disposal, and the 1875 Public HealthirAet at
combating filthy urban living conditions and the diseases associated with them) required that all
new residential construction had to include running water and an internal drainage system, and
gave local authorities the power to purchase, repaircreate sewers. The experience of being a
trained plumber would prove its worth.
Like most builders of the time, J J F Ellis would have had access&weegrowing range of
publications written for the Victorian speculative builder. These would haekided6 dzA f R S NA
manuals, architectural pattern booksmanuals for
exterior and interior fittings and building and
architectural journalsAdvice covered every aspect of
the building project, right down to how to choose the
most suitable doors, chimneybsoot scrapers paint
etc.
Perhaps one that he might have consulted when
building Brenda and BerthéillaswasA Freehold Villa
for Nothing by | Marvel, 1871. This was a small
ALCTITEECT, ENGINEER, ARUILEOTOGIST, CONSTRUCTON, manual which was aimed at the amateur builder and
SANTEARY WEFURMER, AND ART-LOVER, which gave advice on repagtoans, how to employ
an architect to draw up plans on a budget efcJ F
'| Ellis would no doubhavegone on toapplywhat he
'| had learnt when designing Regent Square.
Giissirm | A plan for the square was deposited with the
o surveyors and architects Packham and Ceowft 93
Paris Street, Exetefhe houses on Regent Square are
322R SEFYLX Sa 2F SI NINo Woe
VOLUME-FOR 1877, planning permissio was required at this time, but,
thanks to the 1875 Public Health Act, local authorities
Qs . s i, covws: s owos. v | | were given the power to set downomie building
B ®| regulations to ensure that the houses were safe and
sanitary. This act would only just have come into practice, however, and controls were probably
still minimal in Exeter. e quality of Regent Square, therefore, must be a credit to the ers)d
tradesmen and materials of the time.

LLUSTRATED WEEKLY MAGAZINE,

GEDEGE GOopw IN, Fis, BSA
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Regent Square The Name:

RE GENT SQUARE ARE‘

: --__‘ T

A regent is a person who
rules a country for a limited
period, because the king or
gueen is absent or too
young, too ill, etc. The title
Prince Regent is most
commonly associated with
George IV, who acted as
HRH The Prince Regent
during the incapacity, by

dint of mental illness, of his father, George llI, from 18_01(becom|ng king thereafter).

photo above.

Georae I\V. Prince Renent

Regents Park, Regent Street and Regent Canal in London were all
named in honour of him, agere Regent Street, Regent's Park,
and, most importantly, Regent Square in Exeter.

When the square was finished i883, the plaque at the top read
'Regent's Square', however it now tends to be known as 'Regent
Square'. We don't know when the 's' was gped, but the 1880

OS Map labels it 'Regent Square' and Kelly's Directory of 1889
lists some addresses in 'Regents Square' and some in 'Regent
Square’, so even in its early days, people didn't really seem to be
sure (note the two ways of spelling the narae the signs in the

The Building of Regent Square:

There is no record of when work actually commenced on Regent SquarE.Ellis and family had

left the Bristol Inn in 1882 and moved in to 71 Fore Street, where Shauls Bakery is Imotv, w

would have been the perfect place from which to manage this large building project.

The plague on Force Charity Shop (73 Fore St) shows a date ofTh@®8. plaques would usually
be placed on completion of works. Although

the 1880 Ordnance Surveyapl shows a fully
built Regent Squarghey must have used the
building plans as a reference, &we knowfrom
original deeds that some of the houses were
not even built in 1883J J F Ellis sold soroé
the plots, with houses yet to bbuilt, to repay
someof his debts. For examglhe sold the plot
of land for 2 Regent Square for £25 in February
1883, along with neighbouring building plots.

The legal documents contain very specific

12



instructions as to how the remaining houses

should be built, in keeping ith the overall plan. b »/ é,

The purchaser asome ofthis land was Mr John m 07//“)’ :
Sampson, who was a very significant figure |in e

Heavitree's historyg A 1 K Wl FAYASNI Ay S@S NJe LJA S Q
Sampson actually owned two houses on Rege

Square later on51 and 52)which he rented

nt
out to provide income to fund one of his W ;}Wé J!/ C/)//(J
philanthropic projects¢ almshouses for the
poor, called Manor CottagesHis signature | wed W
alone shows us that he thought of himself as :
rather important, whereas J J F Ellis's is much =

simpler, in keeping with his workirdass roots. | = e //
Regent Squar was to have 28 threbedroom /Y. v WM

and 35 twoebedroom houses, a total of 63/ . y (7 - |

. o T |
properties, within a very compact parcel of 3 ~ s |
land. There were no front gardens and the ' ‘
small rear gardens (with perimeter brick walls), i“
"

had no official rear aess (apart from the wmer ‘ce

centre block, which provided access to 18 J

properties from either side)Rear access would Jfff

not have been as important as it once was, as % il Z @“W W
the houses on Regent Square were to have M ' ;

water closets rather than the more old g B 1‘
fashioned earth clsets, which would have - 4
required rear accessy the night soil man. e : : :

SP"ECIFIiCATION /M
for work ot @&é :
Regents Squarc. Heavitree.
o o - /a....,r/«..- theharct sdey
lm(’y&'wvox,
n/.’df,«au s
25 He (We @
d ‘m“;rlyvq iy 55 30
1 Cliesng G orioriteo
Clean out and Paint Simting inside and out, and repair Rein pipe. it 4
> % Mec. & tn oy n
Paint sil windows ad doeors fr nt and back, Two Coats bl AL Ko o B
Burn off fromt doors, pafdt and Varmish, i 26K, /(a}c/ym 1 o Wal ¢
Paint Lobby. o 4 26k Reer o~ 10 100 |
Make and fix mev Lavatory Door, new fastemers, stop in walls ’7/’ B MK/«uly” g oo :ﬁﬁ,
tevr.
and Tar where already tarred. /mm/a b 254 Geer g g € © g3
ome pair mew cascments to back bedroom and repair kitcheam floor P i
|
at No &2 . .
Make good Cemeat yards v REPAIR PARSTERING TO THETWE Lava Geraive. ,él 7/l§!N

FoR TS SU O'T 20 -€ -0 Left and aboveDocuments relating to John
{FYLAZ2YQa 2¢y SesbrkKRegsnt2 7
Square. These houses were reit®ut, to raise

wd ton @y, paper walls, passage and 6"‘"'” et ace funds to support his almshouses: Manor Cottages.
woodwork two coats. FOR 4HE SUM OF 2 o I FOSNJ KA & RSI KX {|-YLJ§

manage his properties on behalf of the church.

Supply and fix two new Cisterns,

FOR THE SUK OF zé ) /A -

Jo Repaon Briexworn 4o fasreor W.c Roor
@lso. 1y Kowey 106 oF Murw Roor /; CF )
Rer/x SIATEL ViRGE.  Fon roe Som oF[ / -

4

Mds i
0‘/" 47 /g3a
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Fabric:
The louses were built with external red facing 9" brickwork, of good quality, which would have

been from local brickworkanost likelyt Sy IS jexQ Fo i B
/) & / & 5 =/ J .
Brickworksyrecently opened irwhat is now part of /. ’I ‘, e o o I B Wix s
y / Fo0” 4 ve) 2
the Pleasure Groundbehind Roseland Crescent 7 Ngter / & ol 5 A
(Pengelly, another keen property developer in: / &/e &7 /i (G55 Brick Works 2
’ by, = 3

&/ 200
g 1762 [

Heavitree built Newcombe Street around thé e { /
same time as Regent Square was built. The%‘é’“%

S|m|Iar SEI YLX Sa 2 ? I

where Ladysmith playlng fields are now, wa§
another possibility for brick supplies, but we = =
AYF3IAYS tSy3asStfeqa azdzf RmKl@s ,
convenient, especially if J J FsBas using the’ \
rearaccess tdregent Square 2
The internal walling would have been a comm
brick from the same source. Transporting and the
logistics of convoying bricks and materials m .';
have bea very labour intensive. In 201%e have .

lorries that ca carry up to 12,000 bricks in pack ‘1 =
some seHoading with cranes. In the late 1800s I’y
horses and carts would have been used, carryin ,m_gg,m

maximum of 1000 bricks per load, per cart. If we
estimate that 8000 bricks were needed per house 1887 OS @p, showing Regent Square, with rea
approximately half a million bricks would have entrance opening onto meadow/ market garden,
- and the brick works in close proximity.

been needed to complete the building of Regent
Square. Suddenly the extent of the labour required becomes apparent.
The houses had caston guttering, caststone lintels wooden sash
windows, standard wooden front doors anfiiont steps that were
probably tiled. Becausdhey opened straight onto theroad, boot
scrapers were built into the front of the housenext to the door. These
were cast iron and the designs vary from house to house, perhaps
because not all the houses welmiilt at once.The roadwas yet to be
adopted by thelocal council and early newspaper articles show that
some residentswere unhappy about the state oft. An angry
correspondence to the Western Times in 1895 rants:
: 9 "The way things are not done. Siron 8th May last an order was issued

A Regent guareboot ~ PY the Rural District Council of St Thomas Union to the householders of

scraper Regent Square, Heavitree, to have the roadway and footway in front of
their houses put in a proper state within two months.

It may seem hardly credile, but it is a fact that nothing has been done up to the present date.
Apparently in this case the Rural District Council are an inefficient body and their order waste
paper".
Roofswere covered by what would appear to be Welsh Slate. Even with the &=aimaport cost,
the Welsh slate would have been more cost effective than Cornish Slate. The slate would have
been tranported from the Welsh quarrieshipped to Bridgewater or Watchet in Somerset, then
to Exeter by steam goods train. A total of 44,00Qedavould eventually be delivered to Regent
Square by horse and cart from the rail terminus.
These houses would have been some of the last terraced houses to havebbiteidentically.
{22y FTFGSNE Al 06SOFYS Y2NX Lierkadizited iNtb rigt anol i) f R W
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with front doors next to each other, a shared chimney stack and often more light due to the
extensions sharing a wall.

Internal:
Regent Square's properties are standard
compact, light and airy housesThe
Building Act of 1878 specified
requirements forconstructions, defining
foundations, damgproof  courses,
thickness of walls, ceiling heights, space
between dwellings, undefloor
ventilation, ventilation of rooms and size
of windows. This is probably partly why
houses ke those on Regent Square,
a2YSUAYSa Qwfterdded Woe
K2dzaSaszQ KI@S ad22R (K
Entrance through the front door
(standard wooden door with fanlight)

Original panelling, stained glass vestibule door and banister and vestibule door led to the hall, and a

good width staircase to the first floor.

The stairs were constructed in Baltic pine with closed tread and quarter landing, with delicate
squared spindles and hand rail, and a cupboard under the stairs.
All the rooms had box frame windows with sliding sashes and squared panels. The ceilings were a
good height with lathe and plaster finish, and picture rails were fitted to all living area walls. The
hallway, some living areas, the stairs and
the entire second bedroom wall (no
doubt a costsaving measure!) were
panelled.
The front room had a coal &mplace with
a tiled surround and pine mantelpiece.#
The rear room had a coéited range oven. =~ |
The scullery was at the rear of the

property and contained a shallow butler i i) -
sink with cold tap, and a copper cdakd | i |
boiler. Outside was the water closet and \ . {

2 \

yard, where laundry would be doneyith
a strip of soil for growing. ‘ )
The first floor either housed two or three The wall of the second bedroom was made entirely of woot
bedrooms. The middle bedroom had an panelling, presumably to save on brick.

alcove cupboard, and there were coal

fires in bedrooms one and two. The landing area had a small, fixeedghandow (for borrowed

light) and large storage cupboard. There was access to the roof space, which had a traditional
timber, unfelted roof.

J J F Ellis's knowledge of gas fitting realised the benefits of having gas installed into all properties.
The ug of paraffin lamps and candles for lighting could be dangerous, although it is likely some of
the new occupiers would've preferred to stick to the latter, rather than the newfangled gas (see
attempted murder story below)The houses wouldtill have feltvery dark at night time, as gas

light fittings and early incandescent mantles all had to point upwards, directing the light towards
the ceiling, not the room.

The light bulb was invented in 1879, but it was probably not until after WWI that the residénts
Regent Square would have used electric light.
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Regent Squarethe First Residents:

The building of Regent Square would have been a financial strain on J J F Ellis, and it was important
that he sold some of the first houses to finance the buildifighe rest of the properties. In
newspapers of the time, we can see many adverts for auctions of housdéleo8quare. For
example, in 1883, the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette advertised:

"Eight freehold houses, situated at Regent Square, Heavitree; all getdilt, and let to
respectable tenants at the yearly rental of £10, tenants paying taxes. This class of property
always finds occupiers, and therefore it affords a safe and profitable investment.”

Similarly in 1883, an advert read:

"To be sold, by priva contract, nine newbuilt brick houses, respectably tenanted. Rent £10 per
annum. Each house containing four rooms, with back kitchen and every convenience, and garden
at back. Apply Mr Harris, 24 Regent Square, Fore Street, Heavit(e¢€restingly, theThomas
Harris living at number 24 was a carpenter, according to local trade directories).

These would have been sold to landlords, who rented them out to artisans and manual workers.
With wages for manual work being so low, the idea of owning a houseei$ @wn would have

been impossible for the early inhabitants of Regent Square, however this development at least
gave them the chance to rent and bring up their children in a clean and safe environment.

Deeds for Number 2, Regent Square, show that frd831 this house, along with numbers
1,6,7,8,9,10,12,13 and 14 were all owned and rented out by the gentleman Mr George Frederick
Truscott (himself living in Baring Crescent)!

In newspapers of the time, we also see adverts for rooms to rent:

"Bedroom and gting room with attendance. C. Lilly Cottage, Regent Square, Heavitree"

(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 1883)

oComfortable lodgings for respectable MAN, with or without board; terms moderate 29 Regent

{ lj dzI NB ¢

(Exeter and Plymouth Gazett&891)

Early tradedirectories show many men residing in Regent Square were in the building trade. From
further directory dates we see that many of the tradesmen listed were moving from house to
house. It would appear that as building work progressed, the men were moviagimiinished
properties to complete internal furnishings. It may be that these were men who had travelled a
long way to work on Regent Square, and whose rent was paid in lieu of part of their wages; this
would have been their lodgings.

The first railway bd arrived in Exeter in 1844, and gradually more and more lines were built, as
well as an additional station in Queen Streletdeed, it was the development of the railways that
allowed men like J J F Ellis to build houses so quickly and chiteyhrds be end of the century:
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awe may say that the city had become a focal point for railways as she had been for many
OSyiGdz2NAS&a F2NJ NRBFR&AT FYyR Y2NB yR Y2NB 9ESGS
N> Af gl ecd

(Two Thousand Years in Exeter, W.G. Hisgki

e e ]

Many of the early residents of
Regent Square worked on the
~ railway, and the houses
continued to be popular with
railwaymen well into the C20th.
. Irade directories show the
I occupations of the very first
residents of Regent Square in
the 1880s, for examp:
bootmaker, confectioner,
gardener, cabinet  maker,
bricklayer, coachman, mason,
carpenter, blacksmith,
laundryman and stonecarver.

An early painting of Queen Sitation, courtesy of Eater Memories Newspapers of the time show

the situations people were

seeking:
dwanted, situation GROOM or GROGBMOACHMAN, single, expéry OS> | 201 F Rl & p
{ lj dzI NB ¢
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 1892)
0As BOOT& servant who blacks or polishes shoes or bgats)femperance Commercial Hotel;
thoroughly experienced, abstainerD 51 @S&3 pH wS3IASydQa {|jda NBé
(Western Daily Press 160
GPost wanted as NURSE¢ ¢ 9b5! b¢ G2 Ay@FrfAR fI ReT Gg2 &St
2 S040SNE n wS3ISyidQa {ljda NBé
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1912)
Pay was still low and hours were long. For example, in the 1880s in Exeter, a craftsman in the
building trade could get around 4.5d an hour (£6 p/h today), and he would work about ten hours a
day for five days, plus eight hours on Saturdays, 1850 1898

3qs:9d- .. 36s:
40s. —
- 27s.6d.  27s. 6d.

e i

table below shows average earnings over they, ...
years, so we can see how much money the firster
residents might have been earningt the turn  Smith

1903—4 1914

a total of fifty eight hoursin a week he would Labourer or navvy  14s. 215. 225.6d. 245 od.
earn £1 1s 9d. Carpenter 21s. 28s. 335.9d.  36s.

. . . . . Mason 218, — 36s. 38s. 3d.
However, wages did rise significantly durihg t Bricklayer it 205. 4d. P 36s.
latter half of the nineteenth century, and Road Sweeper - = 195. 21s.
working hours were gradually reduced. Thé=arter i aLs 18
Plasterer — 335.9d.  36s.

i i Poli t.) 16s. 225, 6d. o= 245.
of the century, just like todgyRegent Square G‘;rszxn(mapp ) o 2 225. —
would have been a really convenient place tGhop Assistants
live. In addition to the general shop at number Ic\-;/l;ﬁ * iii >4 =

62, at the top of the square there was acjerks

= 22-255. —
0 dzi OKS NI a oyz2g¢g { KI dzt a .I'lSNEO I')fﬁ I RI A NE oy 2
Force). Compared with today, Fore Street, Typical weekly wage for various trades in Exeter,
Heavitree would hve felt more like a quiet taken from "Two Thousand Years in Exeter' by
W.G.Hoskins

village, but would have offered all the shops
and services that one needed, including trams into Exeter (initially kons&n, then electric).

17



List of Residents of Regent Square 1887

1 |Andrews, John, Labourer 33 |Ward, Arthur Gerge, Railway Clerk

2 |Crook, Robert, Labourer 34 |Durant, John

3 |Williams, Thomas, Bootmaker 35 |Elliot, William, Stonecarver

4 |Collins, Christopher, Pensioner 36 |Moss, George, Blacksmith

5 |Conibear, Richard, Compositer 37 |Sage, Walter, Carpenter

6 |Windeatt, William P 38 |Dominy, James, Builder

7 |Sanders, Mrs Elizabeth 39 |Cauter, Reuben, Bandsman

8 |Sercombe, Francis, Coachman 40 |Woods, James, Bandsman

9 |Westcott, William, Carpenter 41 |Goodman, Thomas, Engine Fitter

10| Tucker, Edward, Bricklayer (j) 42 |Voysey, William, Joiner (j)

11|Rogers, James Ball, Labourer 43 |Langdon, John, Carpenter (j)
Fining, Frank, Grocer

12|Joy, Isaac, Currier (j) 44 |Harris, Nathaniel, Joiner (j)

13|George, Alfred, Insurance Agent 45 |Southey, Samuel, Carpenter (j)

14|EvansLewis, Labourer 46 |Lavis, Thomas, Carpenter (j)

15|Drake, John, Baker 47 |Arscott, Samuel T, Carpenter (j)

16 - 48 |Meech, John, Railway Signalman

17|Fining, Elias, Carpenter (j) 49 |Warden, John, Carpenter

18|Woodbury, Thomas, Bricklayer 50 |Bennett, Siney, Commercial Agent

19|Baskerville, Mrs Isabella 51 |Pearce, James, Painter (j)

20{Knott, Richard Alfred, Joiner (j) 52 |Baker, Richard, Tailor (j)

21|Hodge, Samuel, Gardener (j) 53 |Skinner, John, Mason

22|Eales, William 54 |Short, Mrs Rosina

23|Bouder, Henry, Mason 55 |Percy, James, Plasterer

24|Harris, Thomas, Carpenter 56 |Vicary, William, Labourer

25|Fry, Edward, Gardener 57 |Esworthy, Mrs Emma

26|Thorn, James, Gardener 58 |Legg, William, Porter

27|Caottrell, Henry, Joiner (j) 59 |Penberthy, Richak Carpenter

28|Mitchell, Joseph, Gardener 60 |Dodd, William Henry, Carpenter (j)

29|Penny, William, Laundryman 61 [Mashford, Thomas, Police Constak

(Lilly Cottage)

30|Rendle, Benjamin, Mason 62 -

31|Hern, Albert, Jeweller ())

32|Bird, Robert, Cagnter (j)

620 FFGSNI I

yIYS aA3IyATAisSa

4 2 2.gaMgf Shapptenficeship Walizsiss & Y Sy
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John James Fry Elli$lis Rise and Fall

Once the building of Regent Square was
complete, J J F Elsgems to havenovedto 1
Brenda Villas: one of two houses that he had
built some time before 1884 These houses
were named after his wife, and adjoined the
church on Homefield Roadhey are still there
today.

Conveyances show that he must have been
under some financial siin due to the building

Sales bp Quction,

N N A A A A N A A AN NS NINININNINININNNNS

HEAVITREE AND EXETER.
Vote for the Kastern Division of the County of Devon.

i PROFITABLE INVESTMENTS FOR SMALL
Brenda Villas GAPITALISTS.

FRVHOMAS MARTIN will OFFER for SALE by

. . PUBLIC AUCTION, at the Bude Hotel, Exeter,

of Regent SquareHe tried to sellmany of hiS .t 6 pm. precisely, on Tuomsiay, lu,, gﬁ%ﬁ%fcym?)'
. . ax,
properties and several more passed t0 RoObert/E ju s . 5ok deae

Seward, when J J F Ellis was unable to settle m&;k—ﬁ“;& 85*ie{‘:%?fdﬂg';:ﬁﬂ?im"’n & brick-built

debts. Lot 2.—No. 53, Regent-square, Heavitree, similarly
. . . built, 12t at £10 per annum. WE
Around 1885, Ellis must have built Progress Vllfﬁ'éat 3.—No. 50, Regent-square, Heavitres, similarly
i : ; i t £10 per 5
a parr of semuetached hOBeS’ with large blIl.l;’t Lat—.No. 2,pzll:‘:'lt‘-‘:3?reet, Newtown, Parish of St.

i i dwell’s, brick and stone built, let at £20 per annum.
kitchen gardens to the rear, in one of the moré Lot 5 —No. 1, Brenda Villa, Heavitree (adjoining

upmarket areas of Heavitree: Polsloe Park Estat@mefisld House), brick-built, let ot £16 per annum.

; A < — 2 A A~ A Lotf—Nq 2. Brenda Vills, Heavitree, similarly built . -
Thisk NBI O2dzx R KI @S 06 ss)améa'é’fmé 0SR Fa WdzLlsl NRf &
G s Lot 7. — Corner House and Shop, Regent-square,
YZOoOAt SQ® Heavitree, brick-built, let ntl£16 ;E:‘ar‘;’u,m:}. e
i i t 8. —House at Quarry-lane, t Woufor arish o
We know that J J F Ellis was responsible fort: 5 8 B S e aives & Vobe for the

ildi jnsh Eastern Division of the County of Devon.
bUIldIng these hOUSGS, as we can | ke out heor:hove ngpetties are all let to respectable tenants,

T
his name on the plague. Today they still stan@yl offer & very favourable opportuaity for good iavest-
Paq 4 y gl,entn :;urtizm{]s and others, Plphe tenants will kindly allow

now 42 East Avenue. an inspection of the houees. *

We are not sure wherd J F Ellis and his famig(ggg‘gg;?g;;ggg}“,g;gg;”g:‘;‘:‘gi,i:rgf*;sggg,‘;‘,g:ﬁ
were living for the next few years, but it is cledR &G Riction Hutaie, and Ageney Offices,
that he was finding it difficultto repay his &, Bedford-circus, Exoter, June 78, 1854,

mortgages and debts, especiallg he seems to

have had trouble selling some of the properties Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1884
that he had built. In 1887, he took out a loan of

£1000 on security of numbers 50, 53 and 62 Regent Square.

By 1891, he seems to have been managing a bit better, as he moved his famityagréss Villas.
The Ellis family found themselvdising amongst solicitors, accountants, music teachers and

journalists. What a rise from Plantation Buildings!

Above:Progress Villasthe house on the left
was no.1l Right: Plague on Progress Villas,
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Alas, J J F Ellis's debts seem to have cayghtith him by the end of 1896. Advsrappeared for

SALE of Valusble FREEHOLD PROPERTY auctions ofpresumablyall of the property
IN EXETER axp HEAVITREE, he owned, including Progress Villaghere
R. JOHN W HEED will SELL by AUC-  the family were still living.

ea.rly date, the f lloving :
deairabtl:iiﬁtﬁBHOIéD Plgn'rmse i The last property he acquired was 13
R R, T oo Paris-street .01 Vemey PlaceSt Sidwells, and we think that

er with No. 1, _ . _ -
N‘I g,ch,exe.,m yent £10per - it was into this property that the farlyi

Workshop and Yard &d]N 2 ; rent £3 a year. moved when Progress Villas was sold. What

No. 1, Progress orth Avenue, Polsl i
road: rent £18. Villas, e FeEREs | g contrast! Verney Place was destroyed in

No'2, Brenda Villas, Heavitree; rent £13. the Blitz, but is remembered as being one
Shop, &m“p;‘qm' Heavitree, House and g many dark, narrowalmostslums(albeit
NO. 50, Hegentesquare, ot ot low rental of  with a closeknit community of residents)

£8 10s per ann . . .
Nogw let at low rental ~ off Sidwell Streetcertainly a contrast #h

I il e e JAS Sh St o,"';,':y the leafyvillas of North Avenue!

beobmml?.’r. ELuzs, 1, s Villas, J J F Ellis diedhddenlvin 1898 d iust 49

Polsloe-road : of the AUCTIONERR, street, IS dli eniyin , aged Jus

Exeter; ofof E. J. BRUTTON, Esq., years of a cerebral haemorrhage and

 Auction ,ndm& l(i)mmces" %‘%ﬂlmogﬁ?m’ hemiplegia (paralysis of one side of the

body). Interestingly, his death certificate
y2G0Sa GKS LIX FOS 27F méel Th&dedthdtoolofiye dayd, sq itSeenid uNiRetya !
that he had just been calling in on a friend or business. The house was at the end of the terrace,
with a shop below. Perhaps this was another property that he owned or had acq\Wiedknow
thatitwas uNOK I a SR | O2dzL)X S 2F &SIFNBR fFGSN WEa& LI NJ
W W C 9ffAaQao

SPRING CLEANING.
IP you weat your CARPETS THOROUGHLY

A Mr S R Shapley, cousin, was present at the
death. We can see from old newspaper

N send them to adverts that Shapley was a carpet beater b}/
S. bHAPLEY, u N_\]- RSZ . YR 2 LIN& I&utﬁtlmm K16 A
THE PRINCIPAL CARPET BEATER chair was a kindof early Wheelcha!rwhlch
39, MAGUALEN - STREET. could be hired by the holrJ J F Ellis had so

many connections in Exeter.

No CoONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER Finy,

NB—A]! Beaten at the Shortest 2
eatber no object, HNotice and

His funeral took place on April"™2 at Higher .. N
Cemetery, and he is buried there with his fathg®
John. A later burialni the same grave was 3@
grandchild, John Wiam, son of Arthur T J (in theg®
photograph belowwho died in 1908, aged four
The Exeter Flying Post simply stated: &
GDEATHS: ELLIS, March 27, John Ellis, plumber a
builder, late of Newtown and Heavitree, agetth ¢ &
Somehow we would have expected more to k
said about a man who showed suc
resourcefulness and was so important to Exeté
But his memory still lives oim the properties that
he built; he certainly left his mark on Exetdf.he
had got past his finasal problems, we can imagine
how much more he could have contributed tg
Exeter if he had lived to old age.
Arrangements must have already been in hand f
KAda a2y ! NIKdzZNRa 6SRRA
week later no doubt something positive for &
family to focus on.
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On reading aboutv W (@fe, Bif greatagfedt grandaughter said:
od S az dzy R a ftA] S i, Wi8ch Bo8stseem fo&umzhifn uKratider well. & ¢

Super 1tendent Begxstral §7Dlstmcf Aty
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After his death, Brenda continued to live in Verney Place, and in 198%5wWaNJ Ay 3 I & |
nurselXa job she must have been very good at, having had thirteen children her&die) later
moved to 11 Holloway Streét Y R ¢ 2 NJ S RurskQ®espite heing @e¢d soyany children,
and having been so busy supporting heissband and moving all over Exeter, Brenda lived to 78
years old, outliving most of her children.
Their eldest child, Brenda Bertha, remained a spinster, and continued to live with her mother until
her death, aged 44. Another daughter, Amy, lived untikeast 25, when the 1911 census tells us
she was working as a servant in Hinton Charterhouse, Somerset.
Only two of J J F Ellis's children
| continued the family name, going
~~ on to have their own children, the
.. descendants of whom are still
iy around today. Beveyl Turley,

| great great grandlaughter of J J F
Ellis, remembers her father telling
her what a character Arthur Ells
was. He seems to have had the
same zest for life as his father J J F
Ellis did:
OArthur Thomas Ellis, son of John
and Brenda, was married id898.
After serving in the Royal
Marines in his youth, Arthur ran
his own business as a painter and
decorator. He would also help an
undertaker friend in later life and
would be seen in the front of the
funeral procession, his portly
figure in mourning sui and black
topper. A bit of a character, and
there are many funny stories
I 62dzi KAY®E
Like his father, he must have had
an interesting life ¢ the
delightfully eccentric photdelow
shows him(on the right)posing as
a lumberjack in Canada!
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A list of sone of the properties that J J F Ellis built,
owned or had some connection with:

Fromat | 1, 6 & 7 Plantation Building&rew up in no.6, his parents moved to no.7, his sister lived at no.1 with
least 1851 | hysband but J J F Ellis later let it,at £6 pfag he sold it in 1894)
Fromat | Plantation Cottages(lived there with his new wife, Brenda in 1871)
least
1871
Mont le Grand(his name was found on a piece of lead in the roof of a property)
Pre-1880 | 9, 89 and 99 Sandford Streét. NBy R Qved dtl® Dakdioria St, ahdiin 1880 and 1881 J J F Ellis
sold the latter two properties)
1879 1 and 2 Bertha Villas, Alexandra Terragmuilt two, fairly grand houses here in 1879 and sold them in
1880)
Pre-1881 | 49 and 50 Clifton Roatbwned and livedt no.49 and 50. Ran his business from no. 50. 49 was a
WO2YY2RA2EMP RE@EMR E3K21LJ ' yR K2dzaSQ € SG |G Mun
1881 Wi/ 2Ny SNJ . dzA f R Xbgught §y EllisSor F2¥in BEBTI2GNYI (KS ONR
Clifton Street ad John Street with 18ft6in frontage)
Lived here| The Bristol Inn, 3 Sidwell $tan the inn for a year from 1882)
1881-2
Lived here| 71 Fore Street, Heavitreflived here, now Shauls, whilst building Regent Square)
188291
1887 | 13 Paris Street and 1 @ Cheeke Streed TNR Yy i aK2LJE gKAOK KI R ¢®I8sS\y
the two Cheeke St cottages and yard adjoining in the rear, owned and let together at £43 p/and
auctioned in 1894)
16 Paris Streeffront shop, and house, let at £22 12s p/a &&hop behind let at £5 p/a, four cottages in
rear ¢ owned and let at £33 p/a, auctioned in 18§94
Probably further properties in Cheeke St, Alexandra Place (Cheeke St)
1883 2 Albert Street, Newtown(a house and general grocer sholpllis owned and lethis house at £20 p/a
and advertised it for sale for £280, auctioned 1884)
1883 Quarry Lane, East Wonforit is likely that he owned and let thimuse and auctioned it in 1883 %884)
1883 A cottage in Whiptor(it is likely that he owned and let thisttage, and auctioned it in 1883 £384)
Plague | Regent Squaréplanned 63 houses, built most of them and sold off the land for a few. Retained nos.
1883 | (house and shop) let at £15 p/a, 50 let at £8 10s p/a and 53 let at £9 p/a 54 let at £10 p/actinded
in 1894)
1884 1 Brenda Villas, Homefield R@uilt by Elli; double fronted house and shop, let at £16 p/a, auctioned
1884, lived in 1885, auctioned 1894)
1884 2 Brenda Villas, Homefield Ruilt by Ellis; severroomed house, let at £15 g/ auctioned in 1884,
1894)
Land adjoining Brenda Villadauctioned 188%
1885 112 and 113 formerly 14/15 Sidwell Streéte sold these in 1885)
1885 1 Progress Villas, Polsldbuilt by Ellis, and lived in by the Ellis family 82: large fruit and vegetable
Lived here | gardens, rental estimated at £18 p/a, for sale privately 1885, auctioned in 1894)
18924(7) | 2 Progress Villas, Polsldgbuilt by Ellis)
1886 | W¢ Sy K 2 dza S Ellislagv&tiseéd khaseJor(private sale, from 13 Paris Street, i6.)188
1894 13 Verney Place, St Sidwe(the last property he bought. Lived there with his family, and Brenda
continued to live there for some time after his death)
1898 |oy {0 [ S 2 hisdeRINGRifitateaySthadhe died here)
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Regent Squaréhrough the Turn of the Century

A year after J J F Ellis's death, an event happened in
Regent Square that made all of the newspaper
headlines, and scandalised the people of Heavitree:
OMURDEROUS ASSAULT AT HEAVHARERCKING
A MAN WITH A CLEAVERRI®NER BEFORE THE
MAGISTRATES.

On Tuesday, at the castle of Exeter, William Whiddon
was charged with unlawfully assaulting and
wounding William Henry Swanston, at Heavitree, on
23rd August, with intent to do him actual bodily
harm. The court was crowded, anda great
commotion was caused outside owing to a large
concourse of people outside not being able to gain
admittance. Extraordinary interest was manifested
in the proceedings, the whole of the evidence being
followed with great interest by the prisoner anthe
public. The people outside the court, in their
eagerness to gain admittance to the court house,
were very unruly, and one or two scrimmages took
place between them and the police. The prisoner was
defended by Mr A E Dunn, and pleaded rpiilty -
William Henry Swanston, prosecutor, who appeared
with his head bandaged up and looked very ill, said
he lived at 45 RegerBquare, Heavitree. On the
- morning of 22nd he was awakened by hearing
1910: Mary Elston Gill & Lilian Emma Gill (her SOMeONe coming up over his staircase, and he went

daughter) outside 8 Regent Square to the bedroom doo and saw prisoner. Witness said
G2 K2 | NB @2dzKé (G2 6KAOK LINR
RAR y20 (1y26 o6KIFEGd t NAEA2YySNI KFR | 0dzi OKSNRa (

him. Witness ran into his bedroom to get something to defend himself RRISOER WAS
FLOURISHING THE CLEAVER ABOUT.

He had left his sword, which he usually had with him, downstairs, and he then caught hold of a

LI N} FFAY €1 YLD t NANa2ySN) gSyid G2 KAA OKAf RNBY(
and pushed it open. Directlwitness opened the door, the prisoner made a dash at him with the
cleaver, but fortunately he warded off the blow with his left arm. The cleaver then came down
upon the side of his head. Witness then dealt him a blow in the face with the reservoir of the
lamp, and closed with him, and struck him with the iron part of the lamp in the left ear. Prisoner
began to fall, and in doing so struck at him again with the cleaver. The aim was not a good one,

and the cleaver went through the frame of the door. The forakthe blow caused him to let fall

the cleaver. Witness got prisoner on the ground, and got his hand inside his collar, and held him
there until assistance arrived. He only had on his flannel and shirt, and was covered in blood. The
police arrived shortlyafter, and on going downstairs witness found that the prisoner had
fastened the window at the back of the house with two gimbletts placed crossways.

By the Bench: He knew nothing of the prisoner. He only knew him when a boy. He did not
recognise him at fist.

.8 GKS JESN]Y L R2yQid 1y2¢ OGKIFIG L KIFI@S SOSNI
intercourse with the prisoner.

Cross examined by Mr Dunn: Prisoner was dressed like he was that day. When he saw the
prisoner at that time in the morning, he thught he was there for a malicious purpose. He did
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not think he was dealing with a mad person. When apprehended by the police THE PRISONER
SEEMED QUITE COLLECTED. He had not missed any articles from his house. He saw prisoner ot
Tuesday night as he was gaj up Paris Street on his way to drill.

By the Bench: Prisoner was perfectly sober
when the assault was committed.

Mr Dunn: Did the prisoner smell of drink?

Witness: No, he smelt strongly of paraffin oil

James Camble, living next door to the first
witnesss al AR KS gSyid Ay G2
on the morning in question, and he thought

the prisoner was dead. Whilst he was in the

house a Mr Thorne came in, and taking
witness for the vagabond he rushedwards

him with a knife (laughter). They tied
prisone@ f S3asx yR (KS@&@ GKSy FSGOKSR | LRftAOSYlY
and he appeared to be in a very prostrate condition.

Richard Thorne, of 49 Regent Square, a bricklayer, said he went to the residence of the
prosecutor about a quartei 2 FAPS 2y CNARF&@ Y2NYyAy3a a KS K
He saw Mr Camble stood on the top of the stairs, and then went into the room where the
prisoner and Mr Swanston were. They were both on the ground, and he threw himself on the
prisoner,k YR KS {1SLIi KAY GKSNB dzyiAf GKS LRtAOSYIlYy
rope.

Crossexamined: Prisoner did not say a word

Mr Dunn: You thought you would make doubly secure what was secure?

Witness: | should do the same to you if it was y@aughter)

t / DFEYY2y>S adaldA2ySR G | SI@AGNBSSE alFlAR KS ¢
of the prosecutor. He saw Mr Swanston on the stairs covered with blood, and in the back room

he saw the prisoner with his hands and legs tied, ane& thst witness holding him down. He took

the rope off the prisoner, and on going to put the handcuffs on him saw he had a large wound in

the hand, from which blood was flowing, and a wound also on the right ear and on the top of

the head. He charged him wh burglariously entering the house of Mr Swanston, and when in

the chargeroom whilst his wounds were being dressed the prisoner said:

W thought | had fastened the window behind me, so no one should come in that way, and |
thought when | had what | wantd | could escape by the front door. They are a cowardly lot-ef

YdZNRSNBER YSoQ

Prisoner had entered the house by scaling the wall and getting on top of a wheetlvar Cross

examined, prisoner had three wounds upon him. Prisoner was quiet and calm, and appeared in

his right senses. He did not smell of drink. They had had no complaints as regards the actions of

the prisoner before this. Dr Russel Combe, House Surgédime Devon and Exeter Hospital, said

Fo2dzi A&AE 2Q0f201 Ay GKS Y2NYyAy3dIs GKS LINEaSOd:

and bleeding through two wounds on the side of the head. He examined the wounds and they

were about an inch long eachclean cuts- and exposing the bone of the skull. The wounds were

very dangerous ones, and the prosecutor was detained. The wounds were such as would be

made by the cleaver (produced). The prosecutor was still under his care. This was the case for

the prosecution, and the prisoner reserved his defence. He was then committed for trial at the

forth-O2 YA y 3  (Exeleh AlylBgiRbst, 1889)

TheWestern Times reported theutcome of his trial was as follows:

G¢KS 2dz2NBE F2dzy R (GKS LINAda@ yub Widhodtdaleht Goddo grigvoudzy f | &

bodily harm, and they recommended him to mercy on account of his strange state of mind

immediately preceding the occurrende¢ 0 KS KI R 6SSy &aSSy ¢SI NARy3

dancing and singing inthe stregtsy’ I &G NJ} y3S gl &> (GK2dzZaK KS KI R
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Wdza i tA1S G2RIF&Qa NE
occupiers of Regent Square often
enjoyed a drink. The following story

may be particularly easy to relate to,

as it mentions all three pubs in Fore

Street, which ee still in business
G2RIF& oIt lUK2dAK GKI Yy
have policemen following us around
gKSY 6SQ@S KIR I ¥FSg
0A DEFINITION OF DRUNKENNESS.

I f FNBR Yy2(0idz 2dzyox
Heavitree, was charged with being

drunk and disorderly in Heaisiee on

29" December 1888. Mr Brown
defended. At the request of Captain
Cunningham the witnesses on each

side were ordered out of court. P.C.
Newberry stated that about 10pm on the day in question, he saw the defendant in Fore Street,
Heavitree, drunk. Winess advised him to go home, but he refused, saying that he should have
d42YS Y2NB RNAYy|1® IS O2YYSYOSR akKz2dziAy3da IyR al
Ye aSNBlIydGdé FyR KS Ffa2 alrAR (KIFIG KS akKz2dzZ R 3
Defendant then went to tle Ship Inn, but witness told the landlady not to serve him with drink,

and shedid not do so. Defendant theproceeded to the Horse and Groom Inn. Witness told the
landlord not to serve him with drink, and he did not. Defendant left the inn, and, on wites
F2ft29Ay3 KAYZI KS alFARXZ aDSO K2YS FyR 4NI¥ L) ¢
defendant a part of the way home. Frederick Newberry, of Heavitree, gave evidence of a
corroborative character. Mr Brown called Samuel Hodge, who stated that the ddéat came

G2 KA& K2YS 2dzad FFGSNI mn 2Q0t201% 2y GKS S@¢
John Henry Hawkins said that he saw the defendant in the Royal Oak Inn, Heavitree, some time
0SG6SSY y FYR o 2Q0ft 201 ihifg tda disk, b8t@&syhat drine Mi S K |
Hamilton asked what state the defendant was in. Witness replied that the defendant could walk
straight, and could talk as well as anyone. Mr KekewictWas he sober or not? Witness should

call him sober. The Bendonsidered the case proved and fined the defendant 2s6d and the costs
-G20Ft MM mMna®é
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, ©
1889)
More drunken behaviour was |
reported here:
0A DEFENSIVRLLIANCEAlfred
Bennett, of Stuart Road, and
Frederick Grey, labourer, of
Regent Square, were charged §
with fighting and creating a |
disturbancein EatonPlace Exeter,
yesterday. Defendant said there
was a general melee between a
number of people,and they were
helping each other against other
combatants. The Benchdismissed
themwithaOl dzi A 2 y @€
(WesternTimes,1906)

Fore Street, Heavitree, showing the Horse and Groom Pub

The Royal Oak pub would have been populgith residents- it
conveniently backe onto the Square.
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Drunkennessvasnot the only thing that couldget you arrestedin the earlydaysof RegentSquare
¢ the following story seemsvery unfair:

EXETER ! b (D{LEMMA:MATSOR SACKA young man, living at 37 Regent Square,was
summonedfor beating mats in Market Street, Exeter,after 8amin the third inst. PCChaplinsaid
that on the day previousto the occurrencehe saw defendantbeating a carpetin Market Street
after 8.30amin the morning, and knowing him to be a stranger he cautionedhim, and took no
further notice of the offence. The next day he saw the defendant doing the very same thing
about half past eight. He then told him he shouldreport him. Defendantstated that master did
not openthe shopuntil eight 2 Q O tH2 I@d rbt beenin Exeterlong enoughto know the bye-
laws, and his master had threatenedto dismisshim if he did not beat the mats, and told him he
must keep a watch for the policeman.The Benchorderedthe defendantto pay a fine of 2s6d
and costs.Defendant thought it was rather hard on him as his masteronly paid him 18sa week
and if herefusedto shakethe matshewouldget Wi KISO1 Q¢

(WesternTimes,1902)

Averysadwayto getarrestedfollows (suicidewasillegaluntil 1961):

éCharlesAlfred Hudson, shoemaker,of w S 3 S Fqilia@eiHeavitree,was chargedbefore Mr CR
Collins,at Exeteryesterday,with attempting to commit suicidein the ExeterCanalin Exminster.
Accused,who was seento throw himself into the canal, and was rescuedby a man named
Sharlandwas arrestedby P CCrago.Hewas remandeduntil Tuesdayy S E (i @ ¢

(Exeterand PlymouthGazette, 1906)

Another story that might surpriseus today (not so much for the foul language althoughwe do
wonderwhata W R A-NJi-&-Qvas,but for the fact that it wasbroughtto court at all):

@ h a 9 bQUARREAT HEAVITRERnNnie Hunt, married, Heavitree,was summonedfor using
abusive language on November 6™ towards Johanna2 A f f A lardse Komithe meeting of
defendant, her husband, Mr and Mrs Williams and a Mr and Mrs Grist at the house of Mrs
Williams. Complainantput a questionto Mrs Hunt, and when complainantdenied having made
a certain statement about a child, Mrs Hunt usedmost abusivelanguage, called complainanta
dirty |-------- and held up her hand asthough to strike. Mrs Williams, of 33 RegentSquare,bore
out this statement, and addedthat Mrs Hunt said that shewould like to scratchhero g A Gy Sa & Q.
eyesout. In crossexamination, witnessdenied(i K I (i X aANJH Ahuspandaid he had to get
betweenMrs Hunt and his wife, to preventthe former striking. Mrs Yellandand Mrs Jameswho
reside in the same neighbourhood,gave their version of what they heard of the quarrel. The
Benchdismissedhe casewithout hearingevidenceon the other side,and expressedhe opinion
that the time of the court had beenwastedin sucha domesticquarrel beingbrought ¥ 2 N3 | NR ® £
(WesternTimes1906) Yesterday a man named John Cleverly, employed
Familieswere much larger in the late C19th,and % & linesman on the London and sOuth-\Eesltefﬁ
the following story remindsus of how the death of i’;:{;ﬂ:’; ‘::;Z";:"Wt:: ﬁii&wfm abzla
a _husbajd could qwckly plunge his WIdOW and passing train and killed. The deceased, Who
children into poverty, with only the kindnessof resided at Regent’s-square, Heavitreo, loaves o
family or neighbours keeping them from the Widow and several children. The body was
workhouse: removed to Halwill, where it awaits an inquest.
a..the sad caseof Mrs Cleverley,the widow of the unfortunate man who lost his life on the
London and South Westen Railway beyond Okehampton last week, through being blown
beneatha passingengineduring the gale which prevailed. Thepoor woman is left with a family
of five children,which | am told will soonbe larger, and her caseis truly a pitiable one. Thereis
no lack of generosityamongst Exoniansand their neighbourswhen a worthy channelfor their
benevolencds pointed out to them, and | am surethat any assistancedirectedto no 59, Regent
Square Heavitree,will be mostacceptableand keenlyappreciated.Passengersn the tramcar on
Saturdaynight were subjectedto a canvassfor subscriptionsby a woman who appearedto be
anl NI A ifle, fr@ &ho had interestedherselfin the case,and it appearedto be respondedto
in penniesand threepenceshput | think no properly organisedappealhasyetbeenY | RS ® ¢
(ExeterFlyingPost,1894)
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In late 1¥/early 20" century Heavitree, accidents happened that we could not even imagine
occurring today, irour busy, traffieplagued main street:

PR B SR A S el o e e 0 o v i - S A R L

- - b

.;,

owhile playing in
the street at
Heavitree, George
Glover,aged11, of
Regent  Square,
was kicked in the
sideof the head by
a horse, and
seriously injured.
He was taken in a
cabto the hospital,
where he was
RSGIAYSR®DE
(Western  Times,
1895)

+ Fore St Hedéifiec Exeter.

Fore Sfeéﬁ)retramé with entrance to Regent Square on the left

Gyesterday pefore 1 2 Q O tR2gihiidBouchierof SivellPlacewas knockeddown by a cow, and
one of his kneesdislocated. An hour later, Mrs Burridge, aged about 40 and residing at 61
w S 3 S goiaedvas knockeddown by a governessar (alight, two-wheeledcart) in ForeStreet,

a wheel passingover her back. P C Holloway was quickly on the scene.After a short rest, Mrs
Burridgewas ableto proceedto herwork. Shewas shakenando NHzA & SR ® ¢

(Exeterand PlymouthGazette,1909)

Some news stories surprise us in that they were even includéteinewspaper at all (clearly not
much was going on in Heavitree at the time!):

 ,/[L{¢{ /h[[L59 !¢ 9-9¢9wd [l ad S@SyAiy3
Square, who was
cycling up  High
Street, and Harry
Hall, 12, South Street
who was gcling
down the street,
collided as they
attempted to pass a
tram car. Holwill was
severely shaken, but
no bones were
broken, and after
resting at the Police
Station for a time he
was able to go home.
The machines were
y2i Ay adzNB

(Western Times, 1907 It is hard to imagine Fore Street was ever this quiet.
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Qimes were committed that hardly seem worth all the fuss:

owWonford Petty Sessions: Charles Dart, aged 12, of Regent Square, Heavitree, was summoned
for stealing seven eggs, the property of George Kivell, haulier. P.C. Tancock deposed to seeing
Dart enteiy 3 aNJ YA@StfQa &AKSR FyR (F{1Ay3 (GKS S33a
leaving the shed, the boy handed him (the policeman) the eggs, saying it was the first time he
KFIR R2yS &adzOK | GKAy3IdE

62Sai0SNY ¢AYSaz wmdpnno / KthNghthdin WWINI € F §SNJ RASR
The residents of the Square were also at the mercy of rdtasers and quack doctors. In 1908,

the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette reported tlaiseph Gray, of Regent Square (also mentioned in

a story later on, relating to his bigamistife), was one of many Exonians to provide evidence
F3FAyad I WR200G2ND ¢6K2 KI R a@rayRaddeesduffedng froldY A NI
dysentery and subsequent afflictions of the chest.

G. SNINFXYY a2NIAYSNI gl ad OKI NBS Reope Whd owRé ® Mie dzR A Y
maladies from which they were suffering, would listen to any quack who promised them
relief.£ ¢ KAd WR2O00G2ND KIR FNNABSR Ay 9ESGSNI FyR
surgical instruments and a device which heuldoapply to the back of the neck, and into which

coins had to be inserted. He would terrify the patients by warning them that without his
treatment they were destined for the lunatic asylum, or deatte told Mary AnrHawkins that if

AaKS KIFIRYQWaKBRERKOYYEKSE g2dAd R y2i KIFS fADBSR f;
Jdzt £ SG 2F @2dzNJ KNRBI G 2LISYSR FYyR SN I (Gdz SQ
The expensive medicisghat he offered turned out to be little more than sugar péisl coloured

water. He even claimed to be able to cure a woman with an enlarged liver aiodrsie tumour

GAOK | YeadSNR2dza w32t RSy GNBIaGYSyaQoe 1S 41 &
patients couly” élp believing him.

One of the silliesstories of the early C20th is the following:

OA resident of Heavitree is the possessor of the skeleton of a canary which, when hatched,
NE22AOSR Ay 2¢yAy3 (62 KSIRaz (62 02RASAI 0 dz
seen by the curious if they M call on Mr Gill, of Regent Square, who bred the bird, which lived
TAOS RI &gaové

(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1904)

The Mr Gill in question was William Henry Gill, who lived at number 8 Regent Square with his wife
Mary (pictured earlier in
this  article outside =
number 8). The family
lived in Regent Square
from before 1900 until |
1968. Many generations
lived in the house; babies:
were born and died there | =
The picture below shows
Mary Gill, born 1858, on&
her 60th birthday, with &
her five children, son in
law ad two grand
daughters. Her grand
daughter Jean, on the
right, provided a
substantial amount of §
the  memories and "=
information in this report.
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List of Residents of Regent Square 1897

1 |Bright, Richard, Gardener (j) 33 [Luxton, Mrs Eliza

2 |Bradford, Willam, Gardener (j) 34 |Tuck, Mrs Elizabeth

3 |Norris, Andrew James, Mariner 35 [Skinner, Fredk, Jno., Bricklayer (j)

4 |Woodley, Robert, Baker (j) 36 |lrwin, Edward, Labourer

5 |Drake, John Baker, Tailor's Assistant 37 |Bowler, Mrs Emily

6 |Legg, William, Bimber (j) 38 |Tucker, Edward, Bricklayer (j)

7 |Luxton, William Henry, Coach Builder (j) 39 [Harris, Benjamin, Wheelwright (j)

8 |Sercombe, Francis, Coachman 40 [Hurford, William, Packer

9 |Cann, George Holsgrove, Baker (j) 41 |Goodman, Thomas, Gas Fitter (j)

10|James, Harry Harris, Railway Fitter (j) 42 |Childs, Josiah, Carter

11|Smith, Frederick, Carpenter (j) 43 |Rippin, Robert, Cellarman

12|Clapp, John, Bootfinisher (j) 44 |Swanston, Wm Hy, House Decorator (

13|Veysey, Thomas, Carpenter (j) 45 |Gidley, Rehard, Labourer

14|Evans, Lewis, Labourer 46 |Langdon, William, Bricklayer (j)

15|Thorn, Alfred Henry, Bricklayer (j) 47 |Shapley, Charles, Carpenter (j)

16|Gill, William Henry, Labourer 48 |Hodgson, John, Cellarman

17|{Woodbury, John, Tailor (j) 49 |Than, Richard, Bricklayer (j)

18|Moore, John, Bootmaker (j) 50 [Wotton, Henry, Gardener (j)

19|Baskerville, Mrs Isabella 51 [Hockaday, Robert, Gardener (j)

20|Hitchcock, Alfred, Cab Driver 52 |Lethbridge, Charles, Gardener (j)

21|Hawkins, George, Garden@r 53 |Crees, William, agent Prudential
Assurance Company

22|Waldron, Albert Geo, Police Constable 54 |Allen, Walter, Painter (j)

23|Norman, Frederick, Coachman 55 [Smallridge, Walter John, Smith (j)

24|Ching, John, Carpenter (j) 56 [Vicary, William, Lahoer

25|Sampson, Charles, Labourer 57 |Dash, Miss Louisa

26|Hurley, James, Labourer 58 [Mitchell, Thomas, Porter

27|Holwll, William John, Cab Driver 59 |Cleverly, Mrs Sarah Jane

28|Pyle, William, Coachman 60 |Smale, William, Bootmaker (j)

29|Penny, Mrskane 61 |Cottrell, Henry, Carpenter (j)
Reed, George, Chimn&yeep
(Lilly Cottage)

30|Shell, George, Gardener (j) 62 |Skinner, John, Bricklayer (j)

31|Wale, Alfred, Shunter

32|Gray, John, Cellarman
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WW1 and the Interwar Years

1914 was to bring fouterrible years of war; it
would affect the whole of Europe and bring
human loss to Regent Squardnitially the
declarationof war against Germany was met
bravado and excitemerih Exeter as in the rest
of the country. Military parades wereheered
on by huge crowds, singing the National
Anthem and Rule Britanni® New recruits
were keen to sign up, and reservisend
territorials eager to take part in action abroad.
Trains full of men lefto fight, and those left
behind raised money and collected treats
send abroad.
As fathers, brothers and sons went off to fight
in the war, Regent Square must have felt quiet
and subdued. Towards the end of the war,
some women would be working in jobs that
were traditionally men's.
Gradually the casualties startéd mount up,
and the horrible truth of life on the front
began to become public knowledge. It became
harder to get men to enlistt and so
itz RS conscription called men up, and advertising
Photos from Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1914 became more forceful.By 1916, food was

becoming scarceand residents of &ent
Square would have been putting their sma
gardens to good use, as well as loc
allotments.
With the Lighting Restriction Order of 1916
(because of the risk of enemy Zeppelins),
visible lighting would have been extinguish
after dark. Regent daiiare would have been
pitch black, apart from at number 13: ‘-
oPhilip Eastman of 13 Regent Square, wa
summoned for having a bright light showing
through his kitchen window. He said he onlyj;
pulled the blind up to put up a rod for a# tha )
darker blind. He could notlo this during the " SRS

day, as he was a packer for the railway. P C Wood sald there was a shaft of light VISIb|e for a
O2yaARSNIYofS RAAGIYOS® ! FAYS 2F da gl AYLI2 a
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1916)

At least 950 men and women from Exeter lost theiedivn WWI, and more died from tHgpanish
Influenza which arrived in 1918Everybody dreaded the knock on the door with a telegram
bearing devastating news. Regent Square did not escape the losstweitre men being killed,
and more returning changed rfever. Those who remembered Heavitree after WWI remarked on
how few men there were, and how many
of their surviving families were thrown
into poverty as a result of their loss.
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Below are details of those residents known
to have lost their lives in WWI:

Amone those of the gallant orew of HM.|

TBD. " Broke,” who lost their lives in thel
dashine engagement of two British x::n rolj
boats against six German destroyers off Dover|
on Saturdav night was Ieading Stoker U.|
Dart. who was a son of Mr, Charles Dart, off
Regent-squnaxre, Heavitree. |
House | Name Age | Details
42 Leonard 23 | Captured at Kut Al Amara, Mesopotamia. Died while a prisoner of war
Charles Childs the Turks (about 50% of POWs captured at Kut died in captivity). Buri
Baghdad.
16 Edward Albert Private, killed in aton, France. Buried in France.
Clarke
30 Bernard R Gunner, killed in action, France. Buried in France. He was a Regular ¢
Collard and a shoeing smith.
50 Charles Ernest| 26 |Leading Stoker. HMS Broke, a 1,704 ton destroyer, purchased from C
Dart 1914. Died in the Straits of Dover. Killed in action when his ship,
Commander E.R.G.R. Evans, rammed a German destroyer. Buried in
Son of Charles and Sarah Dart (mentioned in story earlier in this
document, for stealing eggs as a child)

48 Albert Hill 21 |Private, killed by a German bullet in the head while repairing a portion
parapet in the trench. Buried in France, gravestone in Heavitree
Churchyard. He was a Regular soldier and held the Mons Star. See 4
Regent Square section for more infaation about him.

27 Joseph W Priot| 27 | Private, killed in France, buried in Devonshire Cemetery, Somme, the
war cemetery where the dead of a single regiment are buried. The gre
are those of men from the 8th and 9th Devons killed on the first ddle
Battle of the Somme.

32 Leonard Gilberf) 36 | Corporal, killed in action in Belgium. He was a\pee Regular soldier He

Smith was born in Calcutta. Mons Star holder.
His brother Samuel died in 1915.
Husband of Beatrice New
32 Samuel George| 38 | Private. Died of disease in Belmont Nursing Home, Brighton. Buried ir
Smith Heavitree Churchyard. Family headstone.
His brother Gilbert was killed in 1914.
Husband of Elizabeth Smith
11 Sidney C Smith| 25 | Private. Died in France, 45 Casualty Clearing Statigunshot wounds.
Buried in France.
Son of Frederick Isaac James Smith
56 William Henry |28 |Leading Stoker, HMS Indefatigable, a 19,200 ton battlecruiser, built ai
Thompson Devonport in 1909, was hit in X Magazine by a shell, probably from Vi
der Tann, ad blew up. Only two of the crew of 1024 survived. These w
rescued by a German destroyer. Memorial in Plymouth Naval Memori
11 William Henry Private. Captured at Kut Al Amara, Mesopotamia. Died whilst a Prisor
Vicary War. Buried in Iraqg.
40 John Whitfield |32 | Driver. Killed in Belgium by a bomb from an enemy aeroplane. Buried

Belgium.
Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Whitfield.
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The war years must have been hard for the residents of Regent Square, and everyone must have
joined in the sense ofetief and celebration when it was announced that peace had come at last.

The Western News dedicated several pages to describing the joy in Exeter:

OAt twelve to eleven, the announcement was posted the Western Times window and at

2y O0OSXlI OKSSNH yRYR yRYKERNES We¢KI Yy ARy and dzNNI K
clattering of feet. The news being shouted up and down the city and then people hurrying from
everywhere. They came in hundred8oys and children scampered waving flagadashouting;

clerks lefttheir stdls and hurried out hatless; young lady shop assistants, hatless too, came pell

mell scurrying to the scene; the swelling crowd pressed to within view of the posted
announcementand soon the street was a swaying mass of jubilant, cheering, hat diad)

waving rejoicers.

It was an unforgettable scene as the news spread and spread and perhaps the phase of it which
gAtf ©SFH@S (GKS RSSLISad AYLINBaairAzy 2y 2ySQa YA
along ¢ there were quite a number of theng with tears of sheer joy coursing down their cheeks.

The flags had already appeared at the Guildhall waving triumphantly in the fresh morning
breeze; each window soon bore its Union Jack and across the main dltgtgtred a bold line of

our national emblems overlooking the joy of the surging crowd, as it stretched down the
GK2NRdzZAKFI NBS&a>X Alda LISyid dzd ¥FSStAy3a 4G traag ¥
(Western Times, November 1918)

Despite the tragedies abroad, everyday life still went on in Regent Square, and neies Btam

the early C20th give us a glimpse into how hard life was then (although we must remember that it
was generally the sadder or more shocking stories that made the news). One of the things that
stands out is just how many children died, of illnesaaxidents.

On April 28, 1914, Leslie Charles Shute, the son of a petty officer in the navy, and Alice Shute, of
22 Regent Square, was taken to hospital, T : SRR s,

after, % 0 . "
danother lad had asked him to take off his & -

shoes and stockings and get into the
stream in the Pleasure Ground, near hij
home. He did so, and cut his foot o
something in the bed of the stream.
Frederick Smith, of Heavitree, was in th
Pleasure Ground at the time of theg
I OOARSYyidd 1S KSINR
and ran over to him. He was on the gund
with a large wound on his right foot.
Wltnes_s tied handkerchiefs around it, and The Pleasure Grounda place that wouldhave been seen

took him home. P C Wood called and put as safe ér a child.

on fresh bandages, and witness brought

KAY (2 0GKS K2aLWAidlfXxdikSe 3 @S GKS fFR OKf2NB
tendons had been cut. Deceased was made an inpatient and went on all right until Monday
morning last, when at 7am witness was called. There was then evidence of lockjet&nus)

YR GKS 0628 RASR 2y ¢dzSaRI& Y2N¥yAy3a FTNRBY (KAaA
(Westen Times, 1914)

An even more upsetting story was theath of William Phillips, aged faur

!t hC ¢9! Lb .95 /KAftRQA RSIFGK FTNRY a0l fRa
Hospital into the death of William Phillips, of 16 Regent Square, who diedaesult of being

a0t RSR {liUdaNRIe fladod aNA 9 tKAffALA ARSYGA
Saturday morning a Mrs Tucker brought the witness a cup of tea whilst she was in bed.
Deceased was also in bed and put up his arm to takeiece of bread and butter. The tea was

spilled, and in trying to avoid it, withess pushed it and it went over the child. His right arm was
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a0t RSR FYyR GKS GSI Ftfaz2 4Syd 20SNJ GKS FNRyl
died from pneumoniack dzA SR o0& GKS aOFfR&a 2y (KS OKSadsx Gf
(Western Times, 1921)

Neighbours still found time to squabble,
however:

| dLucy Cousins, wife of a platelayer, of
wS3ISyiQa { lj dz NB = | S|
. summoned for assaulting Frances Mary
Davies, wife of a Neal Reserve MaK
According to the evidence, about

.~ 2.30pm on Saturday afternoon the
complainant was dusting her doorstop

and the defendant was cleaning a sink.

During the conversation the
complainant alleged that the defendant

had cast slurs upon her chartgar, and the wordy bout ended by defendant throwing a bucket of

water over her. She was thoroughly drenched. In cross examination, the complainant denied she
brought the trouble on herself by making accusations against the defendant. She admitted she
wasmoli 2y 3A22R GSN¥a gA0GK 20KSNJ ySAIKOo2dzNBT AY
NBE3IINRSR a Wwiz2 02YY2y Qo

{KS FTRYAGGSR GKIG aKS KFER KIFIR I fSGGSNI FNRY |
a solicitor on that matter. Reexamined,complainant said defendant, on receiving the summons,
aFrAR &4KS NBINBIGSR (dKIFIG aKS RAR y2d 3IAgS (KS
and neighbour, said she did not actually see the assault, but complainant whom she saw
immediately afterwaNJR&d > ¢+ & RNBYOKSR gAGK RANIL& g SN
wS3IASYyiQa {ljdza NB Fo02dzi F2dzNJ Y2Y(GK&AZ FYyR &aK$S NJ
come from Sussex, whichag much more peaceful (laughterComplainant was very quiet ah

well behaved.

P C Snell said complainant was a meek little woman who would not be likely to interfere with
ly2do2Red ! 62dzi GKNBS 200f201 akKS 2RISR | O2Y
GSNE RNALILAY3IP 2A0GySaa YVISFS S| de’lSNERSS/EId &/ A Yj Ll |
was like a river. The soapy water had been splashed all over the walls and ceiling. Defendant, on
being questioned, said she was sorry she threw the water into the passage; she meant to have
thrown it over the complamnant.

bSIFENfe& Fff GKS NBaARSyida 2F wS3ASydaQa {|jdz NB
Defendant, in her defence, said that complainant commenced the quarrel by remarking that she

had received a letter from her husband to the effect thathen he came home he intended to

WK @S AG 2dz0Q SAGK aNJ /2dzaAyas O2YLX FAYyLlLyd |
allegations against her character. Witness advised her to go indoors. Complainant provoked her.

Mr Clapp said he could not deny that &dhnical offence had been committed, but contended

GKS O2YLX FAYlLyd 61 & Ffaz2 ofl YSe2NIKeE dé

(Western Times, 1916)

Married couples also had their disputeSllen Grayseemed to take the idea of marriage rather

lightly:

G!' G GKS 22y ¥F2NR t Sjdifef SySannNiRyn 2BIAWSERK&EQa
separation order against Joseph Gray, labourer, in the employ of the Heavitree Brewery.

PLILIE AOFYG &alFrAR GKIFGO KSNJ WKdzaol yRQ RS&ASNISR K
She admitted, in crosexamination, that she had been married three times.

Mr Brown: You say your first husband is dead?

Witness: No: | said he was dead to me when he left me. (laughter)

Applicant, in reply to further questions, said the second marriage was an unlawful one because

the bridegroom was previously married.

33



Mr Brown said that he had written to theAdmiralty with a view to tracing the first husband,
who had been a chiefpettg T FA OSNJ 2y GKS /I YONARISP® ¢KS LINB
her if her lawful husband wee alive.
¢CKS . SYOK>X ¢gA0K2dzi KSINAY3I FdzZNIKSNI SHARSYyOS:
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1906)
It is hard not to sympathise with John Thomas Southwell:
i~ GW2KY ¢K2YlFa { 2dz

Regent Square, is 64 years

of age. His wife, who gas
' an address in MarkeStreet,
IS two years his junior and
yesterday the wife applied
to Mr T Bradley Rowe and
Mr P Kelland, at the Exeter
City Police Court, for a
maintenance order against
her husband.
According to her story she
and her husband had been
caretakers of a Baptist chapel in the city on a wage of 13s a week, plus 2s per week bonus. She
declared that he left his work and went into the workhouse. About three weeks ago he left the
institution, came home for his clothes, and went to live with lhdaughter.
Southwell admitted that he had left his wife, but declared she had never looked after him, and
he finally left her because she said she had no home for him. He had had two strokes, he said,
and was now totally unfit to work. All he had was a paon of 9d a day from the army, and an
allowance of 2s 6d which would cease when he was 70. He claimed that his wife had neglected
him, and that it was because of her conduct that he had lost his employment as caretaker of the
chapel. Before his illness Head other work, and earned altogether £2 a week.
Mrs Roberts, a daughter of the wife, gave evidence for her stepfather, and said her husband had
taken him out of the Workhouse out of pity. He was very frail, could do no work, and his total
income was 7s@ per week.
After a wordy conflict between this withess and the complaint, Mr Bradley Rowe said the
magistrates had come to the conclusion that the case was the outcome of a family squabble,
and had decided to adjourn it for a fortnight to see whether ti@ourt Missionary could not do
A2YSOGKAY3a G2 ONAyYy3A o62dzi | aSG0t SYSyiloe
(Western Times, 1920)
After the war, pverty was still commoiplace, as the following sad story shows:
oHenry Shapcott, of 4 Wonford Street, was charged with working a pony while iiit state.
Defendant pleaded guilty. Inspector Lale stated that he saw the defendant in Regent Square,
Heavitree, in charge of a fish cart to which the pony was attached. He asked him how the animal
was, and defendant said it was all right. Witness themmarked it looked in a very poor
condition, and asked to see under the saddle. Then he did so he found a wound three inches by
three inches, which had a head on it and was discharging. Defendant told the Bench he thought
the pony was fit to work, and thatf he could not use it he would have to cease work, as he could
not push a handcart due to ulcerated wounds on his leg. The pony was 20 years of age or more,
YR KS O2dz R y2d | FF2NR 21 0a F2NIAlGd® 5SFSYRIY
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1920)
Although Fore Street was still relatively free of traffic, and children used to play in the middle of
the street, accidents did sometimes happen:
aJohn Symonds, aged 7, residing at 37 Regents Square, received several abrasions on the face as
the result ofbeing knocked down by a tram car while running across Fore Street, Heavitree, on
{ I ( dzN@R/esterd Fimes, 1922)
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With fathers having been killed in the war, or still

away fighting,some children got into trouble. Like

today, teenage boysould lead eaclother astray

aTwo boys, fifteen years of age, living in Regent
Square, Heavitree, were charged with stealing a

cycle lamp valued 3s, the property of Mr E L Drew, on
December 12. They pleaded guilty, and the chief
mentioned that the lamp was stolen fronthe cycle

when it was left in the yard of the Royal Oak. This

sort of theft was getting common in Exeter, and as a

rule it was getting very difficult to trace the
delinquents. One of the present boys had previously

been convicted of jostling pedestriansyhile the

other had been convicted of theft. After a private
consultation, the Magistrates decided to place the

first lad under probation for twelve months, and
adjourned the decision for six weeks in the case of

the other boy, in order to give him an oppunity to

22AY (KS bl ge ¢

(Western Times, 1915)

Walter Ware, 46 Regent Square, and William
Tancock, 17 Fore Street, and Albert Davey, Garden
Holme, Honiton, were summoned for letting off
fireworks in Regent Square, Heavitree, on "22
October. P C Reed sahe was attracted to Regent

Square by loud reports, and on going there found Ware with a cracker. He gave the names of
20KSNJ RSTFSYRIFIyliaod alyeé O2YLIXIFAyidia KIFIR 0SSy NB
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1921)

Seeing what objds theoffenders took such a risk to steal is always an eye opener:

OA lad residing with his parents in Regents Square was charged with stealing, from the Devon
and Somerset Stores, two hair brushes, value 9s10d, and other items, including a handbag.
Ancther lad, aged 14, was charged with receiving the hair brushes from him, well knowing them

to have been stolen; he was also charged with receiving a handbag under similar circumstances.
The first boy worked for the

Devon and Somerset Stores for g v
month, ard stole the things from R
there. He gave them to the other
boy, who worked at one of the
City picture shows. The secong
boy subsequently gave the
brushes to a tram conductor "u.!s
informed the police of the
incident, with the result that the
other thefts werediscovered. The
boys previously had borne
excellent characters, their parentg
being most respectable. The
father of one was now in the
Army, and one had brothers in

Mo m (WihnmeyWollacot), where she had
220 (2 1SSLI KSNJ LJ

the Navy.
Having regard to their previous Arare indoor photograph taken at 45 Regent Square, showing Ivol
good character, the boys were let Morrish's parents' welding table in October 1931
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off beingput MRS NJ LINB O F GA2YyY F2NJ (.
(Western Times, 1915)
As always, alcohol led some of the residents of
Regent Square to let themselves down:
QVIOLENT EXETER INEBRIATE. G. B. Norton of 60,
Regent's Square, described as a shipwright, was
fined £2 and ordeed to pay £1 15s at Exeter
Police Court on Saturday for being drunk and
disorderly on Friday night and damaging cells at
the Police Station. It was stated that accused
accosted P.C. Lightfoot in South Street and told
him the proprietor of a public housedd refused
to supply him with drink. It was obvious to the
constable that the accused was drunk. When
Lightfoot told him nothing could be done, accused
became aggressive and wanted to fight. When
arrested and placed in a cell, he tore out the frame
of a window. He was then handcuffed and placed
in another cell, but succeeded in smashing a
lavatory seat. When questioned by the bench he
said he knew nothing of what he had done. He
gl a adgreAray3a gA0GK KA& BHAFSY
(Exeter and Plymouth Gazette, 1928)
Evenwhen the war was over, there would still have
1930Winnie Wolacott (centre) and two friends  peen many reminders of the conflict in Exeter:
W2dzZldaARS aN {d2l g1  3dzage QvhsNiRg driven down Paris
Street yesterday afternoon when the limber became disconnected and ran onto the footpath,
knocking down Mrs Yell anddn mother, residing at 50 Regent Square. They were both shaken,
0odzi 20KSNBAAS dzyAyedzNER
(Western Times, 1921)
Following the hard years after WWI, things begza
to pick up again, and a previous resident (na
unknown) paints a wonderful picture of life #tis
time:
Gw2dzyR F062dzi wmdpon wS3
happy place for the children living there. It was
safe to play in the road. In winter we played
'Ducks Across the Water', skipping and jumping
'‘Giant's Footsteps'. Then we had tops, hoops a
Hopscotch When it was warmer we played
'Queenie Queenie Who's Got the Ball', Pen
Tuppence with a tennis racquet, Two Balls on t
Walls, marbles...always something to do. Thé
boys had home made goarts and if we were
lucky would let the girls have a ride. We ¢l
practise riding bicycles.
In winter the lamplighter (from the Gas Company
came around and lit the gas lights at the top anc
bottom each side of the square.
It was very exciting when the houses were fitted 5.,nd 1932-

5 S NB

) . ) . Winifred Wollacott, her mother
with electricity. We had been using oil lampar Emma Wollacottand Jowey Daught

gas lights ¢ the gas mantles were very easily

36



broken.
Every so often, the rag and bone man came around,
and if you gave him a small bundle of rags you had
a gold fish.
The French onion man came with his onions draped
on a bicycle.
The milk man cameach morning with his cart, and
dipped out your milk from a churn. The baker came
as well.
The brewery sent their horse and cart with casks of
beer which had to be delivered to the back of the
Royal OakEvery so often the road was tarred, and
we all had tobe careful not to get it on our shoes.
On Bonfire Night we had fireworks on a bonfire but
we had to be careful and watch the front doors or
the paintwork would not blister, because the road
was not very wide.
We didn't go far from the square till we reded
12ish then we could go to the park and come home
when the park keeper rang his bell.
The house at the bottom was also a shop which sold
everything in the grocery line. The bell rang
whenever you opened the door. In those days sugar

1937: carefre_e times just before WWI: Iris etc was weighed outy’ R 6F33ISR dzLJ T2 NJ

Dooling and Jean Smith
The shop that she spoke of was a general store run

by the Skinner family, and had been open from
at least 1886. It was initially rented by Mr B
Fenning, then by John Skinner, who by 19
had found the £205 to purchase the shop a
house behind at auction. We don't kno
exactly when it closed. At some point, h
daughter Bessie Skinner took over running t
shop. We read about Bessie in the followi
newspaper article from 1917, reporting on hg
conviction for something that would sm
trivial to us in 2019:
0Bessie Skinner, 62 Regents Square,
summoned for selling by retail on Novembe
27" safety matches at a price exceeding th
maximum, and with the same offence o
December 8; and Emma Skinner, her mothe
was summoned for a imilar offence on
December 7. Defendants, who according to
the evidence, sold the matches at 1d per bg
instead of two boxes for 1 Y2d, said they wer
unaware at the time that they were doing
wrong. The Chairman: You are supposed
know it. Miss Skinnerl never had any price
list sent .to me. . Wollaoott and Jowey Daughtnephew of the shop
The Chief Constable _Sald under _the Tobacco keeper. We can just make out B Skinner above the
and Matches Regulations the price for the window.
particular brand sold was 8d per dozen boxes

Around 1932- Winifred Wollacott, her motherEmma
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retail, or %d per single box and 1 ¥2d for two. When Detective Edwards went to defgsdand

asked the price they were selling at they said two boxes for 1 %d, so it would appear that they
did know the price. On October™8there was a similar case in that court, paragraphs had
appeared in the press drawing attention to the order, and tloeder had been well advertised by

the town clerk. The Press had also mentioned several times that in case of any doubt about any
controlled commodity traders can apply for information at the Police Food Department. It was
very difficult to get matches. Shus had them, but they were doled out very carefully. At the rate
they were selling in connection witbffencethe defendants were making 5d profiapprox £3.44

in today's moneyper dozen boxes.

5STSYRIyia ¢gSNBE FAYSR pa SHOK |yR 0O2alaodé
(Western Times, DelL917)

We must remember that it was generally only negative or shocking stories that made the
newspapers, and the shop must have been a real hub of the street for the residents. It was
certainly still around in the 1930s, as we can see fromphetos By the 40s, the shop was no
longer open, and Bessie Skinner had moved...but only to the other side of Regent Square; she
continued to live at number 36 from 1935 to 1961, and seems to have never married.

These days, the front of the shop has been rebtiis(probably happened in the 1980s), so that it
looks like it has always been a house, albeit slightly larger than the rest of the houses on the
Square. If you look closely, however, you may be able to spot the piece of metal from which the
shop sign usetb hang.

In 1937, King George VI became king. Along with many other streets over the country, the
residents of Regent Square held a street party in honour of his coronation. Street parties had
become popular after WWI, and had a particular focus on iging a treat for the
neighbourhood's children. In the photograph of Regent Square's coronation pelby, we can

see that there were many children on the street, enjoying the food and games. People wore home
made paper hats, the street was decoratediwpaper garlands and we can just make out a sign at
the bottom of the road saying 'God Bless the King!'. The local policeman was there (note the little

hand reaching out to touch his shiny buttons!), and there was someone playing the accordion.
A = 7 " a-f" ' > ] [ N .




Residentsdentified in the Coronation Photo are as follows:

Bert Davey no 45 (boy towards the middle left with dark clothes and hands in pockets),
Edda Davey? no 45 (lady on the front right with dark band around her dress)

Doreen Gigg (married name Jerrett) & hengeter on her lap (second seated woman to the right)
Mrs Galbeer no 11,

Mrs Bickleno 12,

Mrs Wollacott nol3 & Winnie Wollacott no 13,

Mrs DorisBussell no 14behind Winnie Goodheart)

Mrs Bradford no 29,

Mrs Balkwil no 4(in frilly hat next to acerdion playe),

Charlie Conibeer (far left next to the window) no 7 & D@mmibeemo 7 (left of Mrs Blkwill), Edith Conibeer (seated
at third table down, two pointed hats in front of her and child on her lap)

Mrs Pearce,

Mrs Lemon,

Mrs Ware and daugler Kathyno 46

Cecil Gigg (policeman) and his daughlkérs Giggin black between the first and second tables
Mrs Mooreno 3, mother of Mrs Bickdgbehind policeman on left),

Dolly Carter no 16,

Mrs Yelland (lady in glasses on the far righith a cack on the photo running through her fage
Ethel Yelland (her daughter, wearing a top with striped sleeves, behind the policeman)
Agnes Yelland? (right of Ethel)

Mrs Leeworthy,

Mrs Wilsonno 9

Don Goodhearho 48(left in black suit holding cup of tea)

Mrs Shute no 22(left of Don Goodheart),

Florence Gillno 8(in front of Don Goodheart, wearing glasses)

Winnie Goodheart no 4&pposite Don, standing in white clothes wearing paper hat)

Mr Hill from Heavitree Dairy (left in white jumper with stripe)

Eric or Cyril(in wheelchair by Mr Hill. Sadly only lived until his teens)

Left: Hilda Edworthy, no 5 and Winifred Conibere, no 7, in the early 1920s
Right: Winifred Conibere, outside no 7, mid 1920s
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WWII and the Exeter Blitz:

The 1930s sound like thhewere such a happy time in Regent Square, but WWII was soon to
shatter everyday life once again. War broke out again in September 1939, just two years after the

carefree photos above were taken. Exeter was itijtithought of as a safe city. People were

encouraged to come and relax here, away from the dangers in other parts of the country.

Evacuees arrived in their thousandoon, though, the introduction of blackouts, summer time,
rationing and civil defences made it clear that Exeter was not goingetabbke to carry on as

normal.
,C_.,_AJ.,——AL-‘L——““ WWI had been devastating, but thisne,
v .| the war came to Exeter, in the form of air
' Lo | raids. 282 people died as a result; many
hundreds more were injuredJean Smith

remembers the airaids when she was
living in Regent Squases a girl:

It was a big old steel thing which filled our
kitchen (living room). In fact, we all sat
% around it and used it as a table to eat our
meals offt We had pillows and blankets
and ran downstairs when the sns went.
The air raid centre was in Cromaboo,
which was a house a couple down from
Moat Garage. This was where the sirely‘ ............. e

was situated. If my policeman‘ .......... e :

grandfather was off duty he had to \\\“\

report there ASAP he fell out of bed ‘\

more than once in his hurry tget there.
During the early part of the war, the
Square took damage fnm the blast of
bombing close bywomen and children
were evacuated to Ottery St Mary b
lorry for a couple of nights whilst the
roofs were covered with tarpaulins.
I know we were lookag after Mrs Shute's
cat and canary at the time and the ca
finally got the canary because the glas
panels in its cage were broken.
The milk was delivered daily by hors
and cart and one day | was sat on th
step looking up and saw a low flying
German pane, Bill Allen, the milkman
who lived round the back with his
mother Rose, picked me up and thre
me into the house. | could actually pic
out the goggles covering the pilot's eye
it was so low. Talking of the horse, M
Jose was always ready with his tket to
02ttt SOU Iye RNZLILM

A Morrison Shelter

Map courtesy of HLHS
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Regent Square was affected by the German air strikes on Exeter early on in the war"On 28
November, 1940, two large land mines were dropped over the Heavitree and Wonford area. There
was extensive dama&go at least forty five streets, including Regent Squatas® in neighbouring
areas particularly on Monday ' May, 1942, would haveaused further damage and fe@he

map on the previous page shows where bombs fell in Heavitree.

Simon Brown rememberhis grandmother, Mrs
Violet Leeworthy, who lived along the bottom
the Square, telling him about the night when
blasts damaged the Square. When it was ove
her neighbour popped in to see if they were o
She asked himto close the front door as there
was a draft, and he said 'What front door?".
had been completely blown off.
Rita Flack says that her mum, Winifred Conibé
(now Miller), who lived at number 7 Rege
Square, remembers that the doubfeonted
house was hit by a bomb and eventual
demoished. Her house had the front door blow
out and roof tiles and windows missing. Wied
also remembersvalking with her sisteinto town
in their dressing gowns to see the bomb dama:
after the big raid in 1942Apparently this was
quite common, as redents of Heavitree
desperately tried to find loved ones in the badl
hit areas, or just went to see the extent of th ;
damage. - FE

Stories like this bring home just how terrifying it must have been living on the Square during the
Blitz. The photos on this padeelp us to picture some of the devastatiorhe first photo is of Alan
Kerswell (son of Winnie Wollacott) around 1940. The subsequent photos show him as a toddler in
1942/3, playing outside the ruins of the house that was behind him when he was a®Gabges

now stand where this house (shown pbemb in the photo on the previous page) used to be.




City Hospital Central Block ruins, 1942

be reached. William left behind his wife, Fann
Melhuish Mock, who continued to kvin the

house until the mid 1950s.
The Square also gained at least one resident

result of WWII. Pam Thatcher was evacuated | ﬁ

the height of the bombing in Londomaround

about 1912. $ie wouldprobablyhave beersix or |

sevenandwas most likely the oglevacuee orthe

Square(although the population of Heavitree, and
every other part of Exeter, had swollen hugely du
to the influx of evacuees from London, Bristol
Kent, Middlesex and other places$he lived with

Mrs Balkwil and her daughter at no. 4and it |
seems they werewilling to keep herafterwards. |
Pam was happy in Exetand eventually married

Terry Hooper in 1954 arstayed in the Heavitree | }1s

area

As far as we know, only one resident of Regent
Square died in the Exeter Blitz, and it wasn't at
home. On & May 1942, William Henry Mogck
who had lived at 31 Regent Square since 1920,
died when the City Hospital was bombed and
caught fire. He was 89 and senile, but could still
walk a little. He was killed in Ward B along with
18 other patients, whom staff couldn't reach in
the fire. NurseEmily Knee, who worked at the
City Hospital, was awarded the George Cross
for her bravery in saving almost all of the 193
patients from the fire, but sadly a few could not

SPITFIRE FUND

Exeter’s Total Now
Nearing £3.000

Subscriptions towards Exeter's Spit-
fire Fund are coming from all manner of
unexpected places, One of the latest
contributors was a defendant at the
City Police Court today. Summoned for
| having failed to immobilise his car. he |
Ewes fined 10s. but handed over £1 and
told the Court official to keep the balance
and pass it on to the Fund. .

When an " Express and Echo " reporter
called on the hon. organiser and treasurer
(Mr, Kenneth Colman) this morning. the
totul was nearing £29%. One of the
biggest amounts received today was L£10

asJ

Despite all of the horrors of WWII, life in Regent
Square in the forties was not all bad. Jean 8mi
(of the aforementioned, and pictured, Gill family)

74d. the result of a collection al‘
| Messrs. Stillmans Lid,, at whose premises
a bumb casement was exhibited. '
rased £2 35 3d. by a novel alfresco
entertainment given in the Square last
week, Songs (including * Ther'l) alwayt[

remembers growing up on the Square amavimg

1930s described above:
G2S KIFER | FNRyYyU

belonged to my grandparents, a piano that rRo |

one played and had two huge pictures of horses, rose skilfully

one each side of the fireplace.
Our kitchen was not very big, and doubled as a
sitting room; it was a catb-all really.

The scullery (now of course the scullery would b
the kitchen) was a fair size. Later my parents ang
grandfather had enough room for a small table]
and could eat there; all the cooking was done
there on a fairly modern (for then) gas oven; a
gas boiler in the corner heated water for bathlng

NE 2 Y ng
used at Christmas and high days. It whsnished ‘p..uh did not It-rm
with an old three piece suite which probably a h

Children of Regent Square, Heavilree,
be an England ), recitations and dances

a happy, secure childhoganuch like that of the 'immp FHBS The prograNiae. (We Tefomgy

lent a length of cocoanut matting for a
st.gc .md .muthcr a gramophone. Every-

BIE cirel:

|

an d-
an ;dml dancing floor, |
ornpipe and tup numbers were briskly
ooied by the dancers, two of whom alml
pc"urmcd ballet dances for which they |
on their toes. Besides
Square children. the young
arlistes included two evacuees from
Lendon. The concert cast was Pamela
Pearce, Freda Botting, Beryl Bellingham,
LBeryl Stanbury, Barbara Leaworthy,
" Dora Conibere, Iris Dooling. Vera
Hutcheock, Laura Bradford and Daphne
Jose, A tableau, in which Margaret
Balkwill. Beryv! Bellingham, Jean Smith,
Freda Botling, and Ivy Leaworthy were
red cross nurses, and Frank Goodheart a
m-unded :uldler concluded the effort,
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