
 

Newsletter No. 84 March 2022 

FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
 
Unless indicated below, meetings are held at Heavitree United Reformed 
Church, on the second Tue of Mar, Jun, Sep & Dec, commencing at 7:30pm. 
 
Tue 8th Mar 2022 
'The History of St Mark's Church, Exeter' - David Oates 
 
Tue 14th Jun 2022 
'Community Research on Ladysmith Road' - A joint meeting with Heavitree 
Squilometre and Interwoven Productions 
  
Tue 13th Sept 2022 
AGM + 'A social history of the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital' - Stephen 
Pettet Smith 
 
 

 
Heavitree Storms 
The terrible storms this February reminded me of an article I had read in one of 
Den Perrin’s scrapbooks. It was partly because of reading this story that I avoided 
walking through the park to school for a few days.  
From the Express and Echo 18/07/2009: 
“A family narrowly avoided being struck by an oak tree which split in two in 
stormy weather. 
The tree in Heavitree Pleasure Ground, Exeter, was planted in 1911 to 
commemorate the coronation of King George V and Queen Mary.  
It is thought that it had rotted inside and was weakened by the stormy weather 
of the past few days.  
Kath Hadden was taking her children to school when the tree split in half. The 34 
year old, of Whipton Lane, was taking Grace, six, Evie, four, and Rachel, one, on 

their morning walk 
to school. 
She was just metres 
away from the tree 
when a large part of 
it fell. “It made an 
incredible sound”, 
she said, “I was just 
walking past the 
bowling green and 
up the hill towards 
the tree. It was rainy 
and windy, and the 
park was pretty 
empty. I heard this enormous creaking sound. I can’t say how long it lasted, it 
seemed like it was happening in slow motion. I told the girls to move back 
quickly, which was difficult as I was trying to move the buggy too. I just moved 
by about two metres and watched the tree crack down the middle where we 
were. It was not struck by lightning – the tree just split in half. It was incredible 
to see.” 
Although her children were oblivious to the danger, she was shaken by the 
incident. She said “I was a bit shocked and crying as I knew how serious it could 
have been. I think the kids just thought it was something they could tell the 
teacher.” 
Mark Crispin, who has worked for Exeter City Council parks department for 15 
years, was nearby and also heard the crash. He said, “It was so dramatic, but 
such a shame. It narrowly missed Kath and her family as it came down. She was 

under it when it 
started to creak. 
I heard the 
creaking and ran 
towards the 
tree, and she 
was literally 
metres from it. 
Afterwards, she 
was a bit shaken 
up and tearful.” 
A spokesman for 
the council said, 
“The tree had 



been inspected as part of our tree 
management process but had shown no 
obvious signs of damage. We are working 
to make the tree safe. If that cannot be 
achieved due to weather conditions 
additional fencing will be put in place. The 
crown of the tree will be reduced, but we 
anticipate this tree to be with us for a 
further 98 years plus.” 
Twenty-two years later, and the tree is just 
a stump, the commemorative plaque still 
in place at its foot. I’m not sure when it was 
finally cut down, but sadly it did not make 
another 98 years! 
                                               Sally Robinson 
 
 

 
Retailing in Heavitree: 2022 Update 
Our record of businesses along Fore Street, Heavitree, beginning in the 1850s, 
has been updated for 2022 (thanks, Jonathan!). It can be viewed here: 
http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/articles/RetailingInForeStreetHeavitree.pdf  
As always, it is fascinating to look at the changes that have occurred, and to 
reflect on how they reflect the social changes in Heavitree and in modern times.  
One notable change is that GW Key and Shoe Repairs has closed. When I moved 
to Heavitree in 2011, we had two cobblers, now, presumably, people prefer to 
buy new shoes instead of repairing, or use the Timpsons near to the big 
supermarkets. 
As for eateries, Fore Street has lost the long-standing business Quo Vadis – 
allegedly Exeter’s first Italian restaurant. The combination of the pandemic and 
difficulties finding staff due to Brexit, hastened the demise of the business, 
which has now been replaced with another Indian restaurant and takeaway: 
Tamarind Bay. There are now three Indian takeaways in Heavitree, and lots of 
other places to eat or take away food. Sadly, Izzy’s Lounge has closed, possibly 
also due to the Covid pandemic.  
Perhaps an example of the gentrification of Heavitree (or re-gentrification!) is 
that Coral betting shop has closed, and next to it a tutoring agency has opened. 
We also now have two dog-grooming parlours along Fore Street. A bridal shop 
has replaced Brock’s Fireplaces, and Dunstan’s Florists has moved to a more 
modern and larger premises (does anybody know how long Dunstan’s has been 
in Heavitree?). 

Finally – in spite of the lockdowns, Heavitree’s original three pubs, micro-pub 
and the Heavy Tree bar, are all still going strong. The world may be changing, but 
we all still like drinking!                                                                   Sally Robinson 
 

Music to Heavitree’s Ears 
If, in Victorian times, you were walking from the centre of Exeter towards Livery 
Dole, you may well have heard wonderful music emanating from a property 
called ‘Southcroft’ (now number 87 Heavitree Road). For living there was a 
notable female composer, Kate Boundy.  
Kate was born in the house in 1865 and when she was twelve won a scholarship 
to the Exeter Episcopal Middle School for Girls. She went on to study at the Royal 
College of Music, and at the age of 21 wrote an anthem ‘O Lord of Hosts’ which 

was sung in 
Westminster 

Abbey by the 
Abbey choir. 
The anthem 
was also sung in 

Exeter 
Cathedral eight 
months later. 
Her ‘Book of 
Four Songs’ 
was published 
in 1888 and in 
1896 she 
composed a 
special musical 
supplement to 

the ‘School Music Review’ monthly magazine. In the following year, some of 
Kate’s music was published in ‘The Village Organist’.  Her song ‘Down in a Green 
and Shady Bed’ was used as a test piece in school music competitions around 
the UK. 
Kate, who was described as a very little lady, was an invalid for many years and 
needed a bath chair to get around. This did not deter her creative spirit, and 
during her lifetime she became a gifted pianist, and a successful composer of 
organ and choral music. She was an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music.  
In 1913, she visited Abergavenny to attend the Welsh National Eisteddfod, 
staying at her brother’s house in the town. While she was there, she became ill 
and sadly died on 7th August.  Her body was brought back to Exeter by train, and 
she was buried in the Higher Cemetery. 

http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/articles/RetailingInForeStreetHeavitree.pdf


Her grave can still be visited in the cemetery although the inscription is damaged. 
You can however see clearly a reference to the ‘Daughters of George L Boundy’.  
George was Kate’s father and active in local life. Among his roles, he was 
Treasurer for the Farthing Breakfasts for Poor Children which supplied 27,000 
breakfasts every winter. 
George was also a subscriber to 
the United Devon Association, an 
organisation ‘formed for the 
purpose of improving the 
accommodation and facilities of 
the county of Devon as a place of 
residence and as a touring 
ground’. 
One of the ‘touring’ visitors to 
the Boundy household 
reinforced Southcroft’s place in a 
strong classical music network.  
Staying in April 1908 was August 
Jaeger, an Anglo-German music 
publisher who had become close 
friends with composer Edward 
Elgar. Jaeger was immortalised 
by Elgar in his Nimrod section of 
the Enigma Variations. Nimrod 
was a Biblical hunter while 
Jaeger is the German word for hunter. 
While staying with his old friends the Boundys, Jaeger writes to another famous 
English composer, Hubert Parry. He signs off with the address: ‘Southcroft, 

Heavitree Road, Exeter and then adds in brackets 
‘Miss Kate Boundy’s Home!’ 
The house, which is just the Exeter side of the old 
Heavitree Parish boundary, subsequently became 
a nursing home and is now converted into flats. 
There remains on the front wall a distinctive name 
plate displaying ‘Southcroft’, a lovely reminder of 
a house with great musical connections.   

You can watch an example of Kate Boundy’s work on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tPKLWZZdR4 
 
Martin Weiler 
 

With many thanks to the Friends of Higher Cemetery who featured Kate Boundy 
in their online talk on women buried in the Cemetery held on 10th March 2021. 
This stimulated further research into the Boundy house and household. 
 

Heavitree Kingsand, Cornwall 
Walkers on the South West 
Coast Path might be 
surprised to find themselves 
following Heavitree Road 
when in Kingsand in 
Cornwall. There is even a 
Heavitree House on the 
street. This what the Parish 
Council there told HLHS 
when we inquired a few 
years ago:  
“In the early 1900s local 
councils in Cornwall decided 
to rename some of the old, 

unfashionable street names and go ‘up-market’. In Kingsand there was much 
debate with several names proposed. At that time in the village there was a 
thriving Wesleyan Methodist Church, most of whose members lived in Back 
Street and were supposedly ardent teetotallers. Furthermore, it was noticed 
that on Thursdays the Heavitree 
Brewery dray was particularly busy 
making numerous deliveries. 
Consequently, the fishing fraternity 
with their characteristic wry 
humour nicknamed the street 
Heavitree Road. A public meeting, 
heavily attended by fisherfolk was 
held to decide the issue and a vote 
was taken. Back Street thus became 
Heavitree Road”. 

Martin Weiler 

 
 
Heavitree Cricket Club 
Heavitree Cricket Club played its last matches in 1939, but fourteen years later 
a group of former players got together as ‘An Old Heavitree’s XI’ to play at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tPKLWZZdR4


Filleigh Cricket Club on Sunday 13th September 1953. A brochure was produced 
for the game and has recently been deposited at the Devon Heritage Centre.  The 
document includes some interesting references to the history of the Club and 
those involved. 
The link with Filleigh was through Bob McRae who was a pre-war member at 
Heavitree. Others who turned out in 1953 were ‘representative of various stages 
of Heavitree cricket’.  Some ‘gathered together from the various Exeter and 
District clubs to which they migrated, were mere colts when Heavitree started 
at Woodwater Lane an active playing career that, with a break for the First World 
War, lasted for over half a century’.  
Woodwater Lane was not the only ground played at. Reference is also made to 
some starting their cricket ‘on what is now St Margaret’s School playing field at 
Barrack Road, in the 1920s’. 
The document reports that the Club moved from Woodwater ‘to the pasture 
field at Barrack Road in 1923’. The new ground was fondly described: ‘At the top 
of the field cows grazed, knee deep in lush green mingled with buttercups. Tall 
elms dreamed in the sun which in our boyhood summers seemed always to be 
shining. It was in truth, “Vicar’s Field” in those days, even if it was coldly 
designated by a number on the Ordnance Survey Map’.  
A long list and some pen pictures of former members are included in the 
document – of interest maybe to those whose relatives or friends played for the 
Club. These include a couple of Reverends – Kenneth A Lake and F C Perry. 
Rev Lake was Vicar of Heavitree and was described as having a ‘massive frame 
topped on hot days by a floppy Panama hat’. His batting was said to bear ‘the 
stamp of culture and power’ and his slow bowling ‘a useful foil to the men who 
bowled fast’. 
Another notable character was George Hawkins. The booklet says ‘crippled since 
he was about sixteen years old, cheerful despite operations and long months 
abed, he died in 1938. He was for many seasons Heavitree’s scorer’. 
The Club’s tenancy of the Barrack Road ground faced many problems including 
the building of a house for the superintendent of Wonford House Hospital, the 
ravages of hockey being played on the square during winter and the digging of a 
drain across the pitch. Players were encouraged not to hit balls into the nearby 
gardens. A local rule (‘two not six’) applied.   
The Second World War was the final nail in the coffin for the Club and it never 
restarted afterwards, except that is for one day in north Devon in 1953.  Thanks 
to the brochure produced for this, we know a lot more about the Club than we 
would do otherwise. 
Martin Weiler  

 
 

Further Memories of Sampson’s Lane 
Tony Cater has been in touch following the article ‘When Heavitree had its own 
abattoir’ in Newsletter number 83 (December 2021). He has shared his 
memories of living in Sampson’s Lane ... 



‘My grandparents William [Bill] and Maud Maddocks moved from the West 
Quarter to Sampson's Cottage during the early to mid '30s. Not sure if they 
owned or rented it, but suspect the latter. They relocated in the mid '60s to the 
Council-owned Toronto House off Prince Charles Road.  Bill was a foreman at the 
brickworks. 
Their daughter, Vera, was my mother, and after divorcing my father in '43 we 
both moved into Sampson's Cottage with my grandparents.  At that time there 
was open access from East Avenue and Sampson's Lane. I was born in '41, so was 
2 years old. My mother remarried in '47 and we then both lived in Whipton with 
my stepfather until '51 when we moved to Meadow Way, Heavitree. 
I seem to remember that Sampson’s Cottages were a semi-detached pair but am 
not sure. When we lived there, my grandfather had the garden which I 
remember extended almost to the border of Ladysmith School. 
About the abattoir: I do not recall this ever being mentioned by my 
grandparents, so suspect if it was there, it was during the '20s or after they 
moved. Looking at the photo you published, I note the very tall doors. This may 
mean it was originally used in conjunction with, or maybe it was, the abattoir. 
High doors are required to accommodate the high mounted railwork on which 
cattle to be slaughtered are hung to enable drainage etc.  
The building shown in the photograph: I remember in my time there was a car 
workshop with mechanic Jack Carnell, and owned by Cyril Boobyer who had a 
used-car business in Sidwell Street opposite the Odeon. I spent a lot of time in 
the workshop whilst living in Sampson's Cottage and for a few years after. Hooks 
in the roof beams would be used to help lift out car engines. The Boobyer 
business eventually moved to Fore Street, Heavitree, and when Cyril retired Jack 
took it on. I think the site is now a road leading to a small housing development 
behind Fore Street. 
You mention a father and son butchery operation contained within a Portakabin 
in the same building during the '80s. This was probably a business supplying the 
catering trade or a centralized unit supplying several retail outlets. Some local 
meat names that may have operated it: Turton, Leach, Webber, Bridgeman....? 
My own career was spent supplying the meat industry with tools and process 
machinery, initially in the South West, to butcher’s shops, and later nationally 
and internationally to processors. 
I remember Dick Manley, he and my grandfather chatted often. 
A final memory. About '45/'46 I was at the top of the Lane when I saw an African 
American soldier digging a hole beside the house on the left. He then placed a 
tin of chocolate biscuits in the hole and filled it in. I wonder if it's still there?’  

A couple of old views of Heavitree Bridge that I found online: 

 
This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree Local History Society 
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