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FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS AND EVENTS - WHAT'S IN STORE? 
 
Tue 3rd Sep 2019 
AGM followed by a talk on 'The History of the Ludwell Valley' – Laurie Fentimen 
(Ludwell Life) 
 
Sun 13th Oct 2019 
Polsloe Bridge area local history walk. Meet 2.30pm at St Katherine’s Priory. 
We will visit the inside of the Priory building before the walk. The walk will take 
about 1.5 hours and include Polsloe Bridge Station, Second World War gas 
decontamination centre, the Northbrook stream and Higher Cemetery. 
 
Tue 3rd Dec 2019 
‘Expanding Heavitree: the story of Regent Square and John J F Ellis’ – Sally 
Robinson 
 
Tue 3rd Mar 2020 
‘Wonford Village and the Great House’ – Joint meeting with Heavitree 
Squilometre 
 
All normal meetings start at 7.30pm and are held in the Rifford Room at 
Heavitree Parish Church. 
 

From Exeter to Heavitree by Tram 
Ten years ago Dr Julia Neville volunteered to write up the history of Exeter’s 
trams for the Civic Society publication “Exeter and the Trams 1882-1931”. Her 
work was based on the research of John Perkin, who had loaned his collection of 
photos and information to the Civic Society.  
Julia found this to be a very interesting and rewarding period of Exeter’s history. 
There was a sense of bringing the surrounding villages into greater 
communication with Exeter. We were particularly fortunate at this meeting, as 

one member of the audience remembered the 
Exeter trams. 
The first photograph that Julia showed featured 
a tram with the symbol for Heavitree – Cowick 
Street: a red background with a white saltire 
cross. We must remember that the trams 
arrived when a lot of people still couldn’t read 
(compulsory education was not introduced 
until 1870), but a symbol would have been 
easily recognisable. 
Next Julia showed a picture of the earliest 
terminus, which was on Sidwell 
Street/Eastgate. Surprisingly, these horse-
drawn trams completely bypassed the city 
centre, because the traders and residents of 
Queen Street and High Street didn’t want trams 
passing their businesses. The traders preferred 
people to travel by carriage and to be able to 
pull up outside of their shops. The horse-drawn 

trams never made it all the way to Heavitree Fore Street – the furthest they got 
was to St Lukes College. 
The horse-
drawn trams 
were canary 
yellow, with 
brown 
lettering. They 
had bench-
style seats on 
top, and inside 
the seats faced 
each other. 
They were 
double-sided, 
so the driver 
could take the handle out, and drive the tram from the other side when required. 
Two horses pulled each tram, and four were needed to pull a tram up St David’s 
Hill. Horses were bought from local farmers; they worked the trams and then 
were sold back for lighter farm work when they were tired out. Teams of ten 
horses per tram were kept stabled. Unfortunately, the horses were not always 
well treated, and one driver was even sent to prison for cruelty. 

http://www.heavitreesquilometre.org/
http://www.heavitreesquilometre.org/


The horse-drawn trams 
were never very 
profitable, as Exeter 
Tramway Co. had to pay 
Exeter City Council to 
run them, and they 
didn’t make much profit. 
The service slipped away 
towards the end of the 
19th century, with 
services becoming 

limited to market day, etc.  
Meanwhile, new technology was 
being developed. Electricity had 
come to Exeter. Exeter Corporation 
Tramways purchased the company 
and stock, recognising the potential 
for trams to consume electricity 
during the day. A postcard 
referendum was held to see if 
people thought the city should go 
over to electric trams, and 75% said 
yes. Shopkeepers who had opposed 
the horse-drawn trams, had noticed 
that Sidwell Street was thriving, and this time wanted to be part of the action. 
New lines were put down, and the network was extended. The map on the 

following page show the 
extended route. The loops 
were passing places, but the 
system did not function that 
well as there were many 
places with single track, 
which caused congestion. 
The High Street in particular 
was very narrow, and it was 
not possible to put two lines 
next to each other. Sidwell 
Street was wide enough for 
two lines, as was Central 
Station. In 1905, trams were 

virtually the only traffic in Sidwell Street.  

The new trams were dark green and cream, with gold lettering and a dark 
maroon undercarriage. 
The Pinhoe Road tram 
(which we can see in the 
picture below) had a 
different visual symbol 
from the Heavitree 
route. It went as far as 
Abbey Road, close to 
Higher Cemetery and 
therefore an important 
route for many 
Exonians. They also had 
the space to create a 
terminus there. 

Julia showed us an interesting photo of the 
headstone of Albert Wotton, a conductor on the 
trams. He died young, and his headstone shows a 
carving of a tram. His family obviously wanted to 
celebrate his aspirations in life. When Frank 
researched him, however he found that he was 
malnourished, despite being a conductor. 
We also looked at a timetable from 1928: the 
heyday of the trams. They were scheduled to run 
pretty regularly, and most people probably didn’t 

need to actually consult the timetable. A journey cost 1d around town, or 2d to 
Heavitree. Workmen could get a discount fare if they travelled at the right time 



of day – the opposite to today, when 
peak travel is expensive. Working 
women, however, were not entitled to 
this cheaper fare – something that 
suffragettes objected to.  
Generally, the trams ran on time, 
although there were occasional 
complaints about the last tram not 
turning up. Most problems happened 
during WWI, when there was a shortage 
of staff, and also of electricity. The 
weather could also cause problems. 
Snow would prevent you getting up St 
David’s Hill, and fog was a big problem. 
Drivers were given a gong to let 
pedestrians know they were coming. 
Passengers were not allowed to swear, 
play an instrument or to spit (partly 
because of the spread of tuberculosis). 
The trams drew people into Exeter, to shop as well as to work. The department 
stores and shops were flourishing. Dellers or the Swiss Café, were popular for 
tea and coffee, and there were specialist butchers. People travelled into Exeter 
more readily than on foot. 

In the early days of 
the electric trams, 
everyone wanted 
the tram to stop 
near their house, 
and there were 
continual petitions 
requesting this. It 
was attractive to live 
near to a tram stop, 
and 1920s property 
adverts would 
commonly list an 

Exeter property as “a short walk to the tram terminus”. After the initial 
extensions of the route (i.e. through Heavitree, to Cross Park), further extensions 
were proposed but never materialised. 
The next photo shows the former electric tram depot, just down from where 
Pyramids is now. We can see that four different tracks went into it. It was well 

laid out inside: 
trams could 
move around 
and undergo 
repairs. Fitters 
from the 
depot could 
also be 
dispatched to 
carry out on-

road 
maintenance 

as required.  
Safety for 

pedestrians 
was to become a real issue for the trams in Exeter. The problem was that you 
had to walk across the road to board the tram. This wasn’t a problem initially, 
but by the 1920s there was much more traffic: lorries, cars, even buses. Many 
motorists believed they were entitled to keep going, even if the tram had 
stopped. There were several episodes of people getting hit.  
Apart from for pedestrians, there were few accidents with the Exeter trams. The 
most well-known accident was in 1917, when a tram lost control on the High 
Street, and a woman died. Sometimes overhead cables would detach, but there 

was a safety hook which would slide down and hold them out of harm’s way, 
until they could be repaired. The photo above, which none of us had seen before, 



shows a tram off the rails 
in Heavitree.  
The final photo shows by 
the 1920s car-ownership 
had increased 
exponentially; the High 
Street was far too narrow 
for trams and for cars. 
The council realised that 
buses were far more 
manoeuvrable than 
trams: they could pull in, 
and there was scope for 

two lanes of traffic. In 1931, Exeter’s final tram made its journey. Councillor 
Perry, who had driven the first electric tram, was also permitted to drive the last. 
Part of an Exeter tram still operates at Seaton Tramway, although it is just the 
ground floor, and has been narrowed to fit their gauge.  
Some members asked Julia whether she though the ‘Stop, Look, Listen’ sign by 
Cross Park Terrace was anything to do with the trams, but she thought it was 
unlikely because it also had the word ‘Private’ on the sign, and the trams were 
not. 
 

‘My Heavitree’ Coffee Morning 
In June, the 
HLHS and our 

community 
builder, Helen 
Moore, held a 
free coffee 
morning, for 
people to come 
and talk about 
their memories 
of Heavitree. 
This was the 
first time that 
we have done 
this, but the 
morning was 

really 
successful. Last minute illness meant that we couldn’t follow the more 

structured format of conversation that we had planned, but putting copies of 
some of our publications in the middle of the tables was a great conversation 
starter, and people had a lot to talk about. We would like to hold this kind of 
event again, but will try to enable people to mix a little more, rather than just 
talking with the friends that they came with. 
 

Beating the Bounds Walk – 6th and 13th July 
On 6th July, twelve of 
us met to walk the 
historic boundary of 
Heavitree and visit 
the otherwise-
ignored boundary 
stones. Three HLHS 
members completed 
the full boundary 
walk, and several 
more walked the first 
half, finishing the 
following week. Like 
last year, the weather 
was hot and sunny, 

although slightly more manageably so this year – the walk was really enjoyable, 
taking us through some beautiful scenery. No matter how many times we 
complete the walk, it always seems to be a surprise to walk through some 
attractively ‘rural’ parts of Exeter. 
We were able to 
identify the source of 
the Northbrook on 
our way, thanks to 
Terry’s walk earlier 
this year. Other 
changes were some 
new flood defences 
down by the canal – 
these were really 
quite impressive, 
and were being 
worked upon last 
year when we did 
the walk. There was 



also a dramatic change where a large sinkhole had opened up on the River Exe 
earlier in 2019 at St James’ Weir in the Salmonpool Lane area. Along the way, 
Martin showed us the house where the Davy family lived at Mill Road, Countess 
Wear. The aforementioned were responsible for the naming of Heavitree, 
Jamaica, which you can read about in earlier newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: House formerly occupied by 
the Davy family at Mill Road, 
Countess Wear 
 
 
 
 
 

Non History Society Events 

Alternate Fridays 10-12 – Heavitree Friendly Library – St Michael's Church. 
All welcome for books, tea, coffee cake and storytime. 

Every Sunday, 10am – Free Yoga in Heavitree Pleasure Ground 

Sat 14th Sep 2019, 2.30pm – Friends of Higher Cemetery – Tree Walk 

Sun 15th Sep 2019, 11-5pm – Parklife – Fun Day in Heavitree Pleasure Ground 

Wed 18th Sep 2019 – Exeter History Society – Exeter’s Historic Plaques Walk 

Tue 24th Sep 2019 – Heavitree Squilometre – The Story of Ntaripe (Heavitree Gap). 
Stuart Traynor. This event is free but by ticket only as space is limited. 

Sun 13th Oct 2019, 2.30pm – Friends of Higher Cemetery – The Great War in Exeter. 
Tony Lethbridge 

Sat 26th Oct 2019, 2-4pm – Parklife – Pumpkins in the Park 

Thu 17th Oct 2019 – Exeter History Society – Not QUITE One of Us 1500-1900. 
Dr Todd Gray 

Sat 7th Dec 2019 – Exeter History Society – History Through Song. Jim Causley 

Sat 14th Dec 2019, 4-5pm – Parklife – Carols in the Pleasure Ground 

Thu 8th Apr 2020 – Exeter History Society – Thomas Gregory: The Lifesaver of Exeter 

If you know of any events that you think members might appreciate, please contact 
me and I will include them in this section. 

 
This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree Local History Society 

Editor: Sally Robinson, 6 Stanwey, Exeter, EX1 3DR 
Email: sallykernick2@ yahoo.co.uk 

www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk 

mailto:msmith6104@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/


 

Subscription Reminder 2019-20 
 
Several you have already renewed your subscription for the forthcoming year, but 
for those who haven’t … 
 
Your subscription to the Heavitree Local History Society will expire on 31st Aug 2019. 
In order to remain a member for another year you will need to renew your 
membership, which remains at £10 for the year.  
 
I won’t ask current members to provide a membership form, but may I ask that if 
there are changes of address or contact details that you inform me as and when 
they occur. 
 
You can renew your membership in one of 3 ways: 
 

a) Cash at the AGM on 3rd Sep (please try to have to exact amount); 
b) Cheque for £10 payable to Heavitree Local History Society (pay at the 

AGM or send to Mr J D Wright, 21Thorn Close, Exeter, EX1 3HW); 
c) BACS transfer from your bank account. Our account details are: Account 

name: Heavitree Local History Society, Sort-code: 52-41-60, Account 
no.: 23261021. Please include a reference so I can tell who the subs 
relate to (e.g. Wright - Membership 2019-20) when I get the bank 
statement. A number of you have used this method in the past; it’s 
secure and is a real time-saver once set up, and can be done from the 
comfort of your own home without the need for cash or a cheque.  

 
If you do use method c), please ensure that you inform me via email that you’ve paid 
using this method, as we only get a quarterly bank statement at the start of Sep, 
Dec, Mar & Jun, and we don’t have on-line banking for the HLHS as it’s a real pain to 
set up for a dual-signatory account. It’s quite probable that I won’t see you’ve paid 
until the start of Dec by the which time I’ll be harassing you wanting to know why 
you’ve not paid up. 
 
Should you no longer wish to be a member, please let me know and I’ll remove you 
from our mailing list. You will no longer receive quarterly newsletters or notification 
of other events that may be of interest. You will be required to pay £3 visitor fee at 
any meetings that you attend. 
 
Jonathan Wright 
Treasurer HLHS 

2017/18 2018/19

Income

Subscriptions 455.00£  457.50£  

Visitor Fees 84.50£    78.00£    

Donations 7.50£      100.00£  

Book Sales 28.00£    -£        

Total Income 575.00£     635.50£     

Expenditure

Room Hire 120.00£  120.00£  

Speakers' Expenses -£        180.00£  

Insurance Cover 75.00£    75.00£    

Website (paid biennially) 61.90£    -£        

Publications -£        54.00£    

Office Expenses 41.84£    -£        

Refreshments 11.51£    -£        

Gifts In Memorium 100.00£  -£        

Total Expenditure 410.25£     429.00£     

Surplus/Deficit For The Year 164.75£     206.50£     

Opening Balance 1,138.66£  1,303.41£  

Closing Balance 1,303.41£  1,509.91£  

Heavitree Local History Society

Annual Accounts for the period 01/09/2018 - 31/08/2019


