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Den Perrin
As we went to press, we learnt the sad news of the passing of our founding
member, Den Perrin. A full tribute will follow in the next newsletter.
The service of remembrance will take place at 1 p.m. on Wednesday 6th December
in the St. Paul’s Chapel, Exeter & Devon Crematorium, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2
6EU. Flowers will be from the family only, but donations in Den’s memory can be
made to Cats Protection – Exeter Axhayes Adoption Centre. Detailed information
about the work of the Centre can be found on their web site at
http://www.axhays.cats.org.uk. Those attending are invited to join the family after
the ceremony at The Tally Ho!, 2 Countess Wear Road, Exeter EX2 6LG.

Polsloe Park Guided Walk - 15th October
Following the success of last
year's guided walk, Martin Weiler
led a group of twenty-four adults
and three children around the
Polsloe Park area of Heavitree. On
our last walk a year ago we
focussed on the historic centre of
Heavitree. This time we explored
part of the parish that saw great
expansion during the Victorian
era.
Until the early nineteenth
century, Heavitree was a small
agricultural village; small in population, but large in terms of the size of the parish.
It was the biggest parish adjoining the city of Exeter. When, in Victorian times,
parishioners walked round to beat the parish bounds they covered around twenty
miles. Until 1913 Heavitree was quite separate from Exeter and was governed
latterly by Heavitree Urban District Council.
Heavitree had a relatively quiet history defined by agriculture and quarrying,

manor houses and the church. When the first national census took place in 1801,
Heavitree had a population of just 833, over 500 of whom were employed in
agriculture.
Everything started to change during the nineteenth century, which saw a story of
growth and expansion. One thing particularly distinguishing about the Parish was
that it was considered healthy – free of the stench of the city. It became a popular
place to live for the wealthy and poor. By 1901 the population was 7,529 and in
1913 it was ‘annexed’ by Exeter.
On the walk we explored part of the parish where some of this expansion took
place. A journey from fields to the built-up area we know today.
Higher Cemetery
We met at Higher Cemetery, which opened
in 1866, and in many ways represents the
changing world of Heavitree. Prior to the
cemetery, the site was simply a couple of
rural fields, but the expansion of Exeter
meant there was a premium on burial space.
Bartholomew’s Yard was becoming full after
16,000 internments there in the previous
thirty years. A sign of Exeter’s increasing
eyeing of Heavitree was that this space in
neighbouring Heavitree Parish was identified
for their burials. The road to annexation had
started.
The
Exeter
Improvement
Commissioners bought the fields and
employed Robert Veitch and sons to
landscape it. At first, four and a half acres
were allocated to the Church of England and
one and half to non-conformists. Each section had its own chapel (made of
Heavitree stone) designed by local architect Edward Ashworth, who also planned
the lodge and gates.
A tour of the cemetery is to be recommended; the Friends of Higher Cemetery
group hold many events - you can find details online. We focussed on just on a
single gravestone. Part of the WW1 cemetery includes the grave of George Stoker.
One of the world’s most popular literary and cinematic characters has a
remarkable link with this grave. George Stoker, remembered here, was a surgeon
and worked for both the Red Cross and Red Crescent. He was heavily involved in
the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-88 and spent a lot of this in Romania and Bulgaria.
After the war, George went to live with his brother Bram, an Irish writer, who
helped him write his memoirs of the conflict. Bram was inspired by his brother’s
accounts of the nationalities and cultures of the area and these sowed the seeds
for a novel - Dracula. The gothic horror novel was published in 1897. It received

mixed reviews at first and the initial print run was only 3,000, but the book, which
tells the tale of the Vampire Count Dracula from Transylvania, went on to blaze the
trail for our modern obsession with vampires. Millions of copies have now been
sold and it has been translated into over 40 languages. It has also been the subject
of several major film and play adaptations. Count Dracula appears in over 200
movies; second only to Sherlock Holmes.
George had an outstanding medical career. He helped save thousands of wounded
soldiers in the Russo-Turkish war. Later he went out to South Africa and built up
medical support for fighters in the Zulu War. Noting how the Zulus treated their
wounded, George pioneered the use of oxygen as a surgical treatment, still in use
to this day. During the First World War George continued to serve with distinction,
providing oxygen treatment to wounded soldiers. In February 1920 he fell ill while
in Bath and was moved to Streatham Hall, one of the military hospitals in Exeter.
He died on 23 March 1920, aged 64.
Exeter City Council had decided that they would be responsible for the burial of all
servicemen who died in the City from 1914 to 1921. Their final resting place was
Higher Cemetery, Heavitree. Thus, the man who inspired Dracula is buried and
commemorated in our local cemetery. He was, of course, a hero in his own right,
and this was recognised with the awarding of both the Order of Chivalry and the
Order of St Michael and St George.
Walking along St Mark’s Avenue (formerly known as Cemetery Avenue), we were
able to note how Heavitree still
changes today. Until recently the
buildings adjacent to the lodge
gates housed a stone-mason’s
business,
making
grave
memorials; this has moved to
Pinhoe Road. The original
business was called Collard and
Collard (as seen in the beautiful
inscription at the top of the
building), hence the name for the
new dwelling: Collard House.
St Mark’s Church
By 1930 the population of the area had increased so greatly that the old parish of
Heavitree was split; St Mark became a parish that year, independent of Heavitree.
Land had been bought for a new church in 1924 but the foundation stone was not
laid until 1935, and the church not opened until a few years after that.
St Mark’s Church had a longer history: in the corner of the current St Mark’s
Church is the foundation stone from a nearby church built in Manston Road in
1910. This was known as the ‘iron church’ or even ‘tin church’. It was a temporary
structure and the original St Mark’s Church. It was demolished in 1975 and the

land bought by Exeter City Council. It's evident where the church would have
stood, due to the change in house style, from Victorian to modern council houses.
Polsloe Park Chapel + Mount Pleasant Methodist Church
In Pinhoe Road we got another hint of the expansion of Heavitree and the need for
more places of worship. On a site between Mount Pleasant Road & Thurlow Road,
now occupied by modern
flats, were two churches.
Firstly, built in 1901, was
Polsloe Park Chapel, so called
as it was built opposite the
Polsloe Park Estate.
This was a time of great
change and the Church
seemed very aware of this. In
April 1901 the Vicar of
Heavitree, Rev T J Ponting,
presided over the Heavitree
Easter Vestry and took the
opportunity to capture the
new mood.
The Western Times (12 April)
reports that “the vicar said
that it was the first vestry of a
new century, a new reign and
a new episcopate. Since they
had met last year they had
lost their beloved queen, and
there had come to an end of
what they may well described
as a great age, a great reign and the end of a life of devotion”.
The Vicar goes on to talk about the new Polsloe Park Chapel. The report says “He
was extremely thankful for what had been done in the provision of a chapel in
Polsloe Park, in which congregations had been worshipping for the past two
Sundays. He trusted they would soon clear off the small debt which existed on the
building”. Besley’s Directory records that the chapel could seat 250 and that the
honorary organist was Mrs A Angel.
Next to the Chapel, Mount Pleasant Methodist Church was built in around 1905
and continued in use until around 1969. The Chapel and Methodist Church no
longer exist; one person on the walk remembered standing and watching it being
demolished. The site now houses Watermore Court, a block of flats built in around
1971.

Withybridge Toll House
Another building no
longer to be seen but
with an important part
to play was Heavitree
Toll
House.
Tollhouses were a vital
part of early traffic
management
in
Heavitree, particularly
in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
Heavitree had several
toll houses including
one here known initially as Blackboy Gate or Toll Bar before changing to
Withybridge. It stood on the south side of Blackboy Road just past the entrance to
Mount Pleasant Road on the road to Cullompton. The two-storey house is thought
to have been built in 1759. It had a porch extending to the road edge, a toll board
and white gates extending across the road.
Polsloe Park
We then entered what would
have been part of the grounds
of Polsloe Park House. The
house
and
its
estate
dominated a large area of this
corner of Heavitree – it
covered an area now bounded
by Polsloe Road, South
Avenue, Ladysmith Road and
Pinhoe Road. It was a rural
estate right on the boundary
with Exeter.
We get a good idea of what
the house and estate looked like from the advert when it went on sale in 1846.
This boasts that Polsloe Park was situated “in the most elevated and healthy part
of the Parish of Heavitree, commanding views, which for extent, diversity, and
richness of scenery, cannot be surpassed in the neighbourhood. It is within 10
minutes walk of the centre of Exeter, and has the two-fold advantage of a town
and country residence. There are three carriage approaches, one without and two
within the turnpike gate.”
It continues “The house was built a few years since in the most substantial manner
without limit as to price, for the late Proprietor’s own residence, and the internal

arrangements are complete, and adequate to the requirements and comforts of a
large family.”
“It contains on the ground floor a spacious entrance hall, fire place with a
frontispiece beautifully and elaborately carved in oak and a grand staircase in
character with the hall, drawing and dining room, library.”
“There are five best bed rooms, three dressing rooms and a water closet on the
first floor. Three attics and room for three more in an unfinished state on the
second floor and back staircase.”
“The basement offices consist of a kitchen, back kitchen, servants’ hall, butler’s
pantry, store closet, larder, beer, wine and coal cellars with other useful offices,
and is well supplied with pump water.”
“The land and pleasure ground attached to the house is 3 and a half acres; and
from 35 to 40 acres, immediately adjoining of rich pasture land may also be had if
required.”
This sale was by Prebendary Jonas Dennis. Jonas seems to be a colourful character.
He was Prebendary of the Royal Collegiate Church of the castle of Exeter, and was
active in religious politics. This involvement included controversial election
campaigns for convocation, the ecclesiastical parliament, and as a hard-line
opponent of concessions to Catholicism.
He was renowned for lengthy speeches and in the Exeter Flying Post (EFP) in 1819
he admitted of one diatribe that it had been “a long and laborious task and your
patience was put to a tedious and severe trial”.
Jonas sold the estate to wealthy tailor, Stephen Brunskill, in 1848. The electoral roll
in 1856 had a Reverend William Grylls in residence. From around 1864 houses
were being built on the southern end of the estate (now South, North, and East
Avenues).
The Sports Ground
A major change at the northern
end came about in 1881 – the
construction of a long-forgotten
sports ground for the Devon
County Cycling and Athletic
Society. The EFP reported, “The
ground acquired by the Society
was a splendid site on the south
side of Polsloe Park. It lays high
and commands a wide range of
scenery, including the estuary of
the Exe.”

The facility consisted of two tracks, one cinder for cycling and the other turf for
foot races. The centre of the grass track was for tennis and cricket (Exeter cricket
club played here in 1884 and 1885). The EFP also reports, “under the trees which
skirt the western end of the ground a number of seats have been fixed for the
accommodation of spectators.”
The mayor of Exeter opened the ground. In those days Heavitree was still
independent of Exeter and the Mayor is reported as saying that “although the
grounds were outside the city boundary, at present, he has no doubt that in future
they would come within it (laughter).” His prediction, of course, finally came true
but not until 1913.
“The tracks”, said the mayor, would “bear comparison with any in England”. They
were launched with a grand two-day cycling and athletic meeting and ended with
“an excellent display of fireworks…witnessed by a great crowd of spectators. The
principal piece was a bicycle and rider in motion, with the words Success to our
Sports”.
Despite all this, within just a few years plans were being drawn up for a housing
estate (i.e. Park Road, St John’s Road, Jubilee Road, etc) on the site and by 1886
roads were being laid out.
Polsloe Road
As we walked along Polsloe Road, we could sense its relative height as the land
drops away on both sides. It is an ancient ridge and ridgeway, and a natural
boundary between Heavitree and Exeter. The Parish boundary runs along the road
and two of the 9 surviving boundary stones can be found between here and the
traffic lights. A little further ahead you can see a stone that was buried for many
years – its top forming part of the curb, but it was spotted during the 2002
perambulation – a modern beating of the bounds to keep the Victorian tradition
going; it is inscribed with the letters H and E, standing for Heavitree and Exeter.
Old School
Along the way we passed some Exeter Blitz sites and a number of the rather grand
houses that were built on the old Polsloe Park estate. Just to pick one –between
North and South Avenue - now flats and previously offices for the Probation
Service was originally one of several private schools in Heavitree. This was
Heavitree Collegiate School and in 1878 it was advertising ‘individual care and
attention of private tuition with the thoroughness and variety of the education of a
public school’. The school boasted it stood on high ground 200 feet above the level
of the sea commanding a full view of the City and Haldon Hills’. Boarders paid up
to 40 guineas a year; day pupils up to 10 guineas. School was here from 1869 to
1885 when it ran out of money.
Sampsons Lane
Those who attended the AGM this year will have heard Jonathan’s excellent talk
about John Sampson. A leading figure in Heavitree life, Sampson bought the land

around here and ran a
brickworks
–
manufacturing
over
100,000 bricks per
week on what is now
Ladysmith
Junior
School playing fields.
This private lane is
named after him. He
lived in the house to
the left at the top of
the lane. He died in
1910 and the land was
sold off.
Bricks were certainly
needed with all the building going on. Some had ‘Sampson’ printed on them. A
local resident came out of his house to show us one of 'Sampson bricks'. We even
see the dates of construction of a property on some bricks at the top of the Lane.
Walking down the lane on the right, we passed the site of an old abattoir and its
related buildings. An old resident recalled cattle being driven down North Avenue
to the slaughter-house behind the cottages off Sampsons Lane. Parts of the
abattoir floor are still in the garden here.
Ladysmith School
With the increase in population schools were needed. Ladysmith Road School was
opened in 1908 with 85 boys and 85 girls. A second school was opened on the
opposite side of the road in 1937 for Boys. This later became the secondary school,
then middle school, and finally Junior school; the original school became a first
school and now infants.
The name Ladysmith came about as Heavitree, along with many other places,
named streets after Ladysmith where an important victory in the Boer War in
South Africa had been achieved a few years earlier.
Probably the most famous pupil from Ladysmith was footballer Cliff Bastin. A
wonder kid for Exeter City aged just 16, he went on to play for Arsenal and
England. After retiring from football Cliff came back to Heavitree and was landlord
of the Horse and Groom in Fore Street. He is one of Exeter's famous sportsmen,
who will be talked about in our December meeting: 'Cliff Bastin - Heavitree's
football hero, and other Exeter sporting legends'.

John Sampson - a talk by HLHS society member Jonathan Wright
Jonathan's research
on John Sampson
came about as the
result of an enquiry
from our website.
This individual is just
one
of
many
Heavitree
people
whose significance as
been lost in the mists
of time, so Jonathan
decided to find out
about
him,
and
shared what he had
learnt with us. It
transpires that he
was quite important
in Heavitree's history,
and still leaves his
legacy today. He came from quite a humble background, but left his mark on
Heavitree.
Born in South Tawton in 1836, Sampson grew up in Spreyton and, after leaving
school, initially worked for GWR at Churston, South Devon, before moving to
Exeter and setting up in business. He became a very eminent businessman in
Heavitree, owning a tin mine, a brewery and The Plymouth & Stonehouse Gas
Company.
He owned a brickworks, near the Clifton Hill Sports Centre, or perhaps a little
closer to Heavitree Road. In the 1870s he purchased a piece of land bordered by
Polsloe Road, Park Road and Ladysmith Road, shown on the 1889 OS map above.
It's roughly where the Ladysmith School playing fields are now, and is lower than
Park Road behind it, as obviously it would have been used for digging out clay for
bricks.
At this time, most of the houses would not yet have been built in this area. The
late C19th was a time when many new houses were being built in Heavitree, and
there would've been great scope for selling bricks. Sampson owned all of the area
around Ladysmith School, Goldsmith Street, North Lawn Court, etc. His brickworks
employed twenty men and boys, which showed it was quite large for those days.
They also made tiles. Sampson's Lane, which still exists today, was the lane that
used to lead to the brickworks. Sampson used to own some out-houses around
here - Jonathan is not sure if any of the buildings on Sampson's Lane are original to
this time.

The 1871 census shows that Sampson lived at Floreston Villas, South Avenue.
Later, towards 1880, he moved to a house on the corner of Sampsons Lane (the
house on the left in the photograph). The house was called 'Melrose', and was a
fourteen room villa, and
although the property
next to it was destroyed
by a bomb in WWII, still
stands today. Whilst
Sampson was living here,
he sold four plots of land
on Polsloe Road to the
south of Park Road.
Sampson become very
wealthy, perhaps one of
the richest men in Exeter
at
the
time,
but
maintained a strong
sense of public duty, and
fulfilled many public offices. He was on the St Thomas board of guardians and
overseer to the poor; was Churchwarden of Heavitree Parish Church between 1881
and 1904; was for many years a member of Heavitree Parish Council; was an
ardent Conservative, and member of the Heavitree Urban District Council, who
exhibited a keen interest in “The City Contest” and he was a prominent figure at
Conservative Meetings in Heavitree. He was also a generous supporter of the West
of England Institution for the Deaf & Dumb and was on the House Committee at
the time of his death. Sampson was a regular follower of the East Devon Hounds,
and a prominent Freemason.
Sampson gave several gifts to Heavitree. He gave part of his land, which allowed
the extension of Ladysmith Road to Goldsmith Street, enabling a through-route
between old and new Heavitree. He also donated four houses - Manor Cottages to be used as almshouses in Heavitree, and two houses in Regent's Square, for the
upkeep of the aforementioned properties. Manor Cottages were most likely
demolished in the 1970s, at the same time as Heavitree's slum, Ellis's place, when
many changes were made in the area.
Sampson married twice during his life, but both of his sons died in their late teens,
which would have been a huge blow to him. An article from the Express and Echo,
in January 1910, announced his death:
'The sad event took place this morning quite unexpectedly. Except for a slight
touch of bronchitis a short time ago, he enjoyed good health. As late as last
evening, he was out superintending the business of the brickworks of which he
was proprietor, and nothing amiss was noticed in his condition. He retired to rest
last night as usual, and this morning came downstairs about 7 o'clock and, after

attending to one or two things, went to the bathroom. Shortly afterwards the
servant heard a sudden thud, and on going to the bathroom found her master
lying on his back, and apparently dead. He was evidently standing before the
mirror adjusting his collar and tie when he suddenly fell. Mr Tom Shute, a relative,
who was in Mr Sampson's employment, was called, and he immediately sent for Dr
Wolfe, who arrived and pronounced life to be extinct. The deceased, who was
corpulent, was believed to have suffered from fatty degeneration of the heart.'
In his will, Sampson left £200 to the vicar and churchwardens of Heavitree Parish
Church for gifts to the poor; £200 for provision of a Parish nurse, and a legacy to
install a stained-glass window and a clock in the tower of Heavitree Parish Church.
The clock was installed at Christmas 1910 and is located inside and above the west
entrance of the Church. We assume the brickworks was sold off after his death, or
maybe became derelict. The auction document below shows just how much of
Heavitree he owned. I shall certainly think of him as I cut through Sampson's Lane
in the future. SR

Quarry Group - Terry Bound
Terry has been part of a group investigating the use of Heavitree stone around
Exeter, organised by Interwoven/Heavitree Squilometre. The first walk involved
exploring the Pleasure Ground to Hamlin Lane, Hanover Road, Stuart Road, Alpha
Street, etc, finishing with St Clare's Chapel. They initially looked at various sites and
learnt how to recognise Heavitree Stone. The second walk took in Britten Drive to
Broadfields, where there's the site of a 30ft quarry, covered in vegetation. A man
who had just moved in, said his back windows looked out at the 50ft stone side of
a quarry. On this walk, they also took in St Loyes Chapel, Wonford, Hope Road and
Hoker Road. The group is hoping to expand into the city centre, where there is lots
more Heavitree stone to be found. If you would like to be involved, please look
online for details or speak to Terry. All welcome.

Treasurer's Report
Finances are in a healthy state, with slightly more spent on printing, so more
newsletters can be distributed to the public, and less spent on the website, as
subscriptions are bi-annual. We haven't sold many publications this year.
Membership is currently at a healthy level - Jonathan showed us a graph, which
shows how it fluctuates. We had more visitors than ever before for the executions
talk, showing what really draws in a crowd!
It was decided that some of our money should be spent on purchasing some good
quality aluminium tables for exhibitions. We will also aim to get our re-vamped
display boards finished in 2018.

Beating the Bounds 2017
The group that completed the walk this year was, unfortunately, rather small - just
Mike, Jonathan and Terry. The walk was 14 3/4 miles this time, and was very
pleasant - Mike's photos are on the website.
At the meeting we discussed whether we should shorten the route, or split it into
two separate walks, to encourage more people to attend. The first walk in 1975
attracted between 20 and 30 people, including some pre-schoolers, who did at
least six miles each. It would be good to encourage more people to take part,
especially as some of the regular walkers are feeling a bit older!
Opinions were divided about shortening/splitting the route. Some thought a
shorter walk might be more manageable, but others pointed out that even half of
the walk would still be very long. Terry explained that, although the first part of
the walk is uphill, after the initial 90 minutes, the rest is downhill or level. For the
time being, we plan to keep doing the walk in its entirety, and hope to Beat the
Bounds again in 2018.

Heavitrees of the World - Martin Weiler
Heavitree Gap, Australia
For a long time, the only other known Heavitree in the world. It refers to the river
pass which cuts through the MacDonell mountain-range providing the southern
entrance to Alice Springs. It was named by surveyor William W Mills who was
working on the new overland telegraph line in the northern territories. Mills,
according to the 1851 census, was born in Heavitree, and aged 6 years old lived in
Polsloe Park. He said he named the pass Heavitree Gap after his ‘old school in
Devon’. This could refer to the school that used to stand on the site of the present
Co-op. There are a number of Heavitree named places in Alice Springs including a
Heavitree Court and a Heavitree Gap supermarket. We should note that although
Mills called the pass Heavitree Gap it did already have a name – Ntaripe
(pronounced Ndariba) – a sacred site to the indigenous Arrente (Arunda) people.
Heavitree, Jamaica
This Heavitree founded in the 1830s stands at 2480 feet in the mountainous centre
of the island. It owes its name to the Davy family who originally lived in Heavitree
(quite possibly in the thatched house in Pinhoe Road) and then Countess Wear.
The first owner of the Heavitree estate was John Davy, son of James Davy, born in
Heavitree, Devon in about 1765. The Davys were involved in slavery and
compensated after its abolition in 1833. Heavitree would have been founded using
the wealth accumulated from slavery. The estate became a coffee plantation and
people still live in Heavitree today. The Society has been in touch with Teddy
Robinson from the USA. He was born in Heavitree, Jamaica and always thought the
place was called Heavitree after the large cotton tree there. One night being bored
he Googled “Heavitree” and to his surprise the Davy information popped up.
Robinson said “I travel back to Jamaica at least three times a year so printed off
the information and brought it with me. I enlightened a few people in Heavitree on
how we got our name and they were shocked.”
Heavitree, South Africa
This Heavitree owes its origins to two maiden aunts living in Heavitree, Devon who
in 1857 sent money to Natal to enable two sons of the Ralfe family to purchase
land at Eden near Ladysmith. They renamed the farm Heavitree. Winston Churchill
refers to a skirmish at Heavitree in his Boer War diaries. For many years there was
a prize at the local annual cattle show called the Heavitree Gold Cup. Heavitree still
exists and you can even stay at the farm as they run a bed and breakfast there.
Heavitree, New Zealand
Heavitree Farm in New Zealand is on the North Island in the town of Gisborne,
close to Hawkes Bay. The farm was purchased by the Newman family in 1987 and
they named it Heavitree after their ancestors who originally came to New Zealand
from Heavitree, Devon in 1854. They grow a variety of fruit there and produce
wine and juice under the banner of their ‘Heavitree Juice Ltd’ company.

Heavitree street names, USA
There are three Heavitree street names in the Severna Park area of Maryland, USA:
Heavitree Lane, Heavitree Hill and Heavitree Garth. These can be found off
Devonshire Lane. I have asked the local authority if they can throw any light on the
use of the Heavitree name.
Heavitree House, Scotland
This is the name of a large house built in Golspie, Sutherland by a James Anderson
in around 1850. It subsequently became a hotel and then a farm. It is now private
housing although you can stay there through Air BnB. Does anyone know why it
was called Heavitree?
Heavitree street names, Plumstead, London
Heavitree Road and Heavitree Close are two street names in Plumstead,
Greenwich in London. Heavitree Road was built in 1877 and was so named at the
request of a Mr Braund whose birthplace was Heavitree, Devon. This is believed to
be Marwood Kelly Braund a solicitor who moved from Devon to Plumstead in the
Victorian era. In 2005 a resident of Heavitree Road was jailed for life for murder
after a drugs feud.
Heavitree Road, Kingsand, Cornwall
As reported in a recent newsletter, Heavitree Road in Kingsand got its name after a
vote at a public meeting to discuss a new name for Back Lane. There was a thriving
Wesleyan Methodist Church, most of its worshippers lived in Back Lane and were
supposedly ardent teetotallers. The local fishing fraternity with their characteristic
wry humour noted that every Thursday the Heavitree Brewery dray was
particularly busy making deliveries in the area. They nicknamed the street
Heavitree Road, later securing the vote to officially change the name.
Heavitree Way, Taunton
A new street near the railway station and railway line. When approached to
discover the link with Heavitree, Devon the local council simply said there wasn’t
one but that it “sounds nice”. A local resident living in Heavitree Way was given a
fixed-notice for not picking up dog mess in 2008.

Eagle House – Heavitree Road

Have you ever walked past this rather dilapidated, spooky-looking house on
Heavitree Road? It has such an air of former grandeur about it. In Heavitree, the
first development was that of Salutary Mount, now numbered as 2-30 Fore Street.
These houses were built in the early nineteenth century, in the wake of the cholera
epidemic, for middle and upper-class residents of Exeter seeking clean air and the
suburban life that Heavitree offered. Besley's directory of 1836 remarked on the
'vast number of genteel houses and villas recently erected' and on the fact that
Heavitree was extensively experiencing 'the exhilarating hand of improvement'.
I have not yet found out if the eagles on the parapets and the motif on the front
have any significance. Wikipedia states that 'The eagle with its keen eyes
symbolized perspicacity, courage, strength and immortality, but is also considered
"king of the skies" and messenger of the highest gods. With these attributed
qualities the eagle became a symbol of power and strength in Ancient Rome.' This
symbolism was adopted by European countries, influenced by Rome, particularly
by Germany during Nazi times, but also by the church, the RAF, etc. What
connection, if any, this has to the house is anybody's guess, and people certainly
do have lots of theories: suggestions included it being something to do with
magistrates (as the symbol was often used throughout history to denote the
power or jurisdiction of a magistrate), something to do with Germany, embassy

links, or just
grand decoration.
There is another
house
in
Wonford Road, St
Leonards,
that
has very similar
eagles on the
parapets.
Members of the
'Exeter
Memories'
Facebook group
remember
a
teacher
at
Ladysmith First
School, Mrs Edna
Lawrence, used
to live there. A
sweet,
whitehaired,
wellspoken lady, who
loved art, and
once invited the
staff
of
the
school to her
home
in
Heavitree for 'a
lovely
get
together'.
She
said that the
adjoining
door
was where her
mother
lived.
Many ex-pupils of
hers remember
that she told them she lived there, so must have been very proud of it!
I have also heard that the 'Eagle House' was used for Brethren services for a period
after the 1942 bombing raids and used to be a doctor's in the 1950s, but I was
delighted when Mike Smith managed to dig up some old sale documents from
1888, which show us just how wonderful this house once was.
It was described as a 'Very desirable double-fronted family residence, with capital

stabling, extensive gardens, range of hothouses, a convenient brick-built cottage for
gardener or coachman and other
appurtenances.' The whole area covered
about 19,400 feet and was for sale by
auction.
The top floor contained two servants'
bedrooms. The first floor was approached
by two staircases (the principal one of
which was lighted by a large bay window)
and contained six bedrooms, a dressing
room fitted with lavatory and a bath-room
with 'Maughan's Patent Geyser Heating
Apparatus and W.C.'.
The ground floor housed the entrance hall with bay window, 20ft by 12ft dining
room with a bay window that opened out under a veranda (entwined with a welltrained vine) and thence onto the lawn; an 18ft by 13ft drawing room with a bay
window, 'communicating by folding doors' to the breakfast room (15ft by 13ft),
which also had a bay window that opened under the veranda. There was also a
lavatory and W.C.
There were well arranged 'domestic offices', which were shut off and comprised of
a kitchen with a good cooking range and dresser, wash-house with furnace, well of
excellent spring water, pump, knife-house, boot-house, china-pantry, larder, coalhouse, W.C. etc
The reception rooms and principal bedrooms were fitted with marble
mantlepieces; the house throughout was fitted with cupboards and the roof was in
excellent order having just been repaired and the gutters renewed with lead at 'a
large outlay'. The 'sanitary arrangements' were good; there was a bountiful supply
of water and gas was laid on.
There was a lawn with a summerhouse, flower
gardens and 'a profusely-stocked' kitchen
garden in a 'high state of cultivation', with 'a
variety of choice fruit trees'.
There was a range of hot-houses: 90ft in
length comprising of two vineries with good
bearing vines; a cucumber house and two
greenhouses; there was also a melon frame
and 'a convenient brick-built cottage for
coachman or gardener, with a separate
entrance from the church path'. The whole of
the garden paths were asphalted and edged
with tile.

The stabling and outhouses consisted of a coach house, harness room, three stall
stabling, piggery, poultry house and potting shed.
From looking at the floor plan provided with the auction details, we can see that
the main entrance would have been the door between the two bay windows
(which no longer appears in use), the hallway from which would lead to the dining
room on the left, and the drawing room on the right. The current entrance(s), to
the left of the bay windows, must have been a later addition or modification. At
the time it was the entrance to the coach house.
Looking at the plan, we can also see just how huge the amount of land belonging
to the house was - as well stretching down for a way, the garden also appears to
have extended behind the houses next to the Eagle House for about three houseswidth, all the way to 'Church Path'.
Finally, it's interesting to look at the small details that this auction paper offers us.
The bottom of the Eagle House' gardens backed on to the 'Rosery (i.e. rose
gardens) of R N G Baker Esq' and to the right of the house is 'Church Path' which I
imagine may have become 'Church Terrace', when Victorian terraced houses were
built in the late C19th/early C20th? Four houses stand between the Eagle House
and Church Terrace today, and at the end of Church Terrace is a path which leads
to the Church - along what might have been the back of this house's gardens? To
the right of Church Path was R. Sanders Esq.
This old auction catalogue really paints a picture of a much more bucolic Heavitree,

with few properties, ample space, and some incredibly opulent residences. It
would also have been a Heavitree on the cusp of change, as not long after this
auction took place, many more properties would have been built, and over the
next century Heavitree would be annexed by Exeter, cars would fill the oncepeaceful streets, and larger properties' land would be sold and divided up to house
more and more people.

Sun 1st Apr 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - RAF Centenary: a tour of airmen's
graves with Michael Parrott.

Forthcoming HLHS Events – What’s In Store?

Sat 12th May 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Cricket is a Funny Game. A talk
by Clive Russell.

Tue 5th Dec 2017 - 'Cliff Bastin - Heavitree's football hero, and other Exeter
sporting legends'- Rob Jennings-May
Tue 6th Mar 2018 - 'Heavitree Stone and the Heavitree Quarries' - John Allan [joint
meeting with Heavitree Squilometre as part of the Heavitree Quarry Trails
community project]
Tue 5th Jun 2018 - 'Alehouses and Drinking Culture' - A look back at what was
going on in our public houses in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, drawing
on extensive research in Exeter and beyond to suggest what might have been
happening in Heavitree's inns - Dr Mark Hailwood (Bristol University)
All meetings start at 7.30pm and are held in the Rifford Room at Heavitree Parish
Church.

Non History Society Events
Alternate Fridays 10-12 - Heavitree Friendly Library - St Michael's Church. All
welcome for books, tea, coffee, cake and story-time.
Mon 11th Dec 2017 - Exeter History Society - Christmas Quiz.
Wed 13th Dec 2017 - Exeter Civic Society - Visit to Cathedral to see work of
stonemasons, led by Master Stonemason Chris Sampson.
Wed 17th Jan 2018 - Exeter History Society - Visit to the Fire Station with talk on
the history of fire prevention from 1003 to the present day.
Sat 27th Jan 2018 - Exeter Civic Society - Visit to St. Mary Steps Church.
Wed 14th Feb 2018 - Exeter History Society - Description and history of the
beautiful reredos (altar screen) in St David’s Church. Talk by Martin Horrell at Jurys
Inn.
Sun 11th Mar 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Animals in War.
Wed 14th Mar 2018 - Exeter History Society - A walk around Newtown with a
guide who will explain the history of the area.

Tues 10th Apr 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Bandmaster Cox. A talk by Ruth
Hawker.
Wed 11th Apr 2018 - Exeter History Society - The history of Exeter Cathedral by
renowned archaeologist, John Allen.

Tues 5th Jun 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Jan Stewer. A talk by Rev. Chris
Pidsley about A.J. Coles and Jan Stewer.
Wed 13th Jun 2018 - Exeter History Society - Women and the Vote. Talk by Dr Julia
Neville at Jurys Inn.
Tues 3rd Jul 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Sold by Force: a talk by David
Force, estate agent.
Wed 8th Aug 2018 - Exeter History Society - Exeter Workmens' Dwellings. Talk by
Richard Holladay.
Wed 8th Aug 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - History of Sclater's Nurseries. A
talk by Graham Sclater.
Sat 15th Sep 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - The American Soldier. A talk by
Michael Parrott.
Sat 6th Oct 2018 - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Walter Daw. A talk by Christine
Trigger.
Sun 11th Nov 2018 - The End of World War 1. A talk by Todd Gray.
If you know of any events that you think members might appreciate, please contact
me and I will include them in this section.
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