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Request for Members' Talks 
There is still time to volunteer to give a short 5-10 minute talk at our AGM on 
Tuesday 5th Sept on any topic relating to Heavitree's history. The more speakers 
we have, the more interesting the meeting will be for everyone. Please contact 
Martin at martinjohnweiler@gmail.com or on 01392 250617. 
 

Polsloe Park Guided Walk - 15th October 
Following the success of last year's guided walk, we have planned another this 
Autumn. Martin Weiler will lead the group around the old Polsloe Park area; it'll be 
a route that we have never done before. All members, friends, family and the 
public are welcome to come along for free. More details at the bottom of the 
newsletter. 
 

Tour of Heavitree Parish Church 
Thank you very much to Julia and Susan of St Michael's Church, Heavitree, for their 
wonderful tour of the church and the tower. Although we have been meeting in 
the Rifford Room for 
many years, this was 
the first time the 
society has had a 
meeting in the church 
itself. Despite the 
inclement weather we 
made it right to the 
roof of the church, 
which did not 
disappoint! 
The steep journey up 
the tower was broken 
by a look around the 
ringing chamber. The 

Heavitree Society of Change 
Ringers was founded in 1898 
and still meets every Thursday 
evening to practise.  
We were read some of the 
history from old records. In 
1553 there were four bells, but 
by 1864 only three remained. 
They were inspected that year, 
and found to be in good order 
but dirty. By 1869 one was 
cracked. In 1888 the old tower 
was replaced, and £825 for 

new bells was raised by private donors and public subscription. 
The bells, each with a different inscription, 
produce one of the finest rings in England, 
and indeed, the world. This is partly 
because when the tower was replaced, it 
was built for the bells. As we continued our 
way up the tower we were able to peek 
inside the bell chamber.  

The views from the roof of the tower 
were far-reaching and beautiful. Many 
people enjoyed spotting their houses 
or familiar landmarks. It was also 
interesting to see some of the lovely 
sculptures on the tower up close, and 
we remarked on how much detail 
there was, considering that they 
wouldn't be seen by many people.  

We also learnt a bit about how much it can cost to run the church. In the winter 



the heating has to be put on at 4am 
and by 11.30 it's already cooling 
down. It only just warms the church 
enough for comfort. The heating bill 
costs around £800 every month. 
Something simple like changing a 
light bulb can incur huge costs, as 
health and safety rules dictate that 
using a ladder is no longer 
acceptable, and scaffolding has to be 
hired. Last time, replacing three light 
bulbs cost £470. 
After descending, we enjoyed a tour 
around the church, starting at the 
seven hundred year old yew tree by 

the entrance. The tree is a spur of the 
original 'Head Ford tree', meaning the 
'head tree', where people used to meet, 
and from which Heavitree got its name. 
Next, we looked at a stained-glass window 
dedicated to Miss Mead King, HLHS 

member Hilda's old 
Sunday School 
teacher! We passed 
the original entrance, 
the South porch, 
above which you can 
still see evidence of 
the gallery that would 
have stood above it. 
This porch is now 
being converted into a 
toilet, a project very 
difficult to get funding 
for, as charities say 
'people never used to 
need a toilet in 

church'! 

We looked at the memorial to Francis Towne, a 
water-colourist who fell in love with a much 
younger lady, from Exeter. He moved here to 
be with her, but after her untimely death, died 
himself, of a broken heart. 
Churches named after St Michael are usually 
located on a hill. This one is on a ley line with St 
Michael's at Pinhoe and at Alphington. St 
Michael himself is always depicted as 
androgynous and young - you never see an old 
version of him.  
One of the most interesting features of the 
church is the old screen painted with two saints 
and eight sibylls (women of antiquity, who were 

believed to possess prophetic powers). 
There is no record of when they first 
appeared in the church, but they are very 
old, perhaps dating from as early as the 
C15th. See newsletter 60 in our website 
archive for more information about each 
painting.  
A stained-glass window nearby shows a 
scene of the 'churching of women', a 

Christian ceremony that 
has fallen out of practice 
(strongly related to 
Judaism's purification of 
women) wherein a 
blessing is given to 
mothers after recovery 
from child-birth. Women 
had to offer two doves, or 
if they were poor, 
pigeons, to the temple. 
On the window, you can 
see a cage of doves.  
The seven metre high 
alabaster and marble 

reredos, decorated with precious and semi-precious stones - a national listed 
monument - was brought here on many horses and carts in 1939. It was designed 
in 1874 by Sir Gilbert Scott, the leading architect of his day, and originally stood in 



Exeter Cathedral. The 
Rifford Room, where 
we usually meet, has 
three levels of ceiling, 
because it needed to 
be strengthened to 
take the weight of the 
reredos. An interesting 
feature pointed out 
was a figure of Moses, 
carved with horns on 
his head. This stems 
from a common mis-
translation of when 
Moses descended 
from Mount Sinai; the 
words 'his face was shining' were wrongly translated as 'his face was horned'. 

We were told about an unfortunate incident 
that took place around fifty years ago; one of 
the church servers thought the reredos 
would look better painted gold. The paint all 
had to be painstakingly removed! 
Lastly, we got to have a look in the back 
rooms of the church, at the sacristy (where 
sacred things are kept) and vestry (where 
clothes are kept). We learnt about the 
different colours worn for different times of 
the Christian year: purple for advent and 
lent; gold and white for festivals; red for 

martyrs’ days and green for ordinary 
days. 
The tour was very enjoyable and the 
chance to go up the tower made it 
particularly special for many. You can 
find some photographs on our website, 
in the Archive - Gallery of Past Events. 

 

Beating the Bounds 
Walk 
Our latest Beating the 
Bounds walk took place in 
July. Only three members 
walked the 14.75 miles, 
but it was a very enjoyable 
walk. They did find one 
stone on the Stoke Canon 
road which might be 
interesting, its shape being 
unlike the other nine still 
visible. Thanks to Mike for 
taking some lovely photos. 

What struck me, when I looked at them, was the array of landscapes that the route 
covers: inner-city, suburbs, streams, fields of sheep, leafy paths; even a deer in one 
photo. The full set can be viewed on the website. 



 
Legends of Exeter Sport 
We were contacted a short time ago by a young writer, Rob Jennings-May, 
originally from Exeter, now living in Sidmouth. 
He has recently published a book titled 'Legends of Exeter Sport' which celebrates 
the greatest sportspersons born in the city or to have represented Exeter clubs 
across history. There is a section on Cliff Bastin, a footballer born in Heavitree who 
went on to play for Exeter City, Arsenal and England. 
The book is priced at £19-99, but he would like to offer it for £10 to all society 
members. It's a really interesting story, looking into the foundations of Exeter City, 
Chiefs and Falcons. 
For further details, you can contact him at RWTJM@yahoo.com or leave a phone 
message (please ask Sally for number). Rob will be talking at our December 
meeting, see details at the bottom of the newsletter. 
 
 

 
 

Heavitree Friendly Library 
The Heavitree Friendly Library is open from 10am to 
noon on the first and third Friday of each month. It 
meets in Heavitree Parish Church and has books for 
everyone to borrow, free of charge. There is cake 
and coffee for just £1, as well as story-time and 
song-time for pre-school age children from 10.30am. 
I have attended several times, and would 
recommend it - it provides a wonderful service to 
the community, and a lovely opportunity for 

different generations to mix and chat (I've had some really interesting chats about 
local history there). 
 
Dates for the rest of the year: 
 
August 4 and 18 September 1 and 15 
October 6 and 20  November 3 and 17 
December 1 and 15 

 
 
 
 
The Hoare Family - 27, Church Terrace, Heavitree 
In May, Philip Hoare got in touch to share some of his interesting family history. 
Below is the article that he has written for this newsletter:  
'The Hoare family, who lived at 27, Church Terrace for several years to around the 
start of the Second World War played a significant part in the development of the 
Express and Echo for over 70 years. 
Father Sam, who died in 1947, was the paper's first works manager/overseer, 
recruited from the Bideford Gazette by Sir James Owen when the Echo was 
launched in 1904. He remained in post until his retirement in 1937. 
His two sons, Marcus Cecil Bradfored Hoare (known generally as Cec) and Eric 
George Rounsfell Hoare, both joined the paper as 15-year-old schoolboys and gave 
50-years service before retirement. 
Cecil became editor and Eric sports editor, retiring in 1968 and 1976 respectively. 
Cecil was at one time chairman of the City Rowing Club and his war-service 
included spells in the Home Guard and as a war correspondent while he was in a 
reserved occupation and still editing the paper. 
Eric served in the 4th Devons in Gibraltar and with the King's African Rifles in 
Kenya. He was a keen cricketer, playing pre-war for Heavitree CC, which was 
disbanded in September 1939, and later for St James's CC, both of which had 

mailto:RWTJM@yahoo.com


grounds, along with Christchurch CC, at Wonford House, until the hospital 
expansion. St James's are now Topsham St James's, while Christchurch folded. Eric 
took over 800 wickets for Heavitree, who were highly-successful in the 1930s, and 
combined his playing career with writing under the pen-name Willow for the 
Express and Echo. 
Eric’s early sporting success came at Ladysmith School where he played football 
alongside Cliff Bastin. They played for Exeter and District Schools together with 
Ladysmith, not surprisingly very successful and known as a "wonder team". 
The family tradition at the Express and Echo continued when Eric's son, Philip, now 
living in Stamford, Lincolnshire, joined the paper in 1960. In his four years there, he 
covered amateur football in the city and has happy memories of watching 
Heavitree United's first team. 
His Heavitree connections included attending Exeter School and playing cricket for 
St James's. He has Heavitree CC's last scorebook, photos and medals as well as his 
father's war diaries which he has transcribed.' 

Eric, Sam and Cecil Hoare 

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Renewal Reminder 
Membership is due for renewal at the AGM in September at a cost of £10 for the 
year. Please chat to Jonathan if you joined part of the way through 2017. If your 
details have changed, please fill in a membership form, available at 
http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/forms/Membership%20Form%20
Web.pdf. Otherwise, just pay Jonathan at the September meeting.  

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS - WHAT'S IN STORE? 
 

Tue 5th Sep 2017 The Society's AGM will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 5 
September in the Rifford Room at Heavitree Parish Church. Please come 
along with your views on how we can develop the Society, and ideas for 
future topics and speakers. Following the AGM there will be a series of 
short talks from members on aspects of Heavitree's history. These will 
include contributions on John Sampson, the Heavitree Boundary stones and 
Heavitrees around the world. 
 
Sun 15th Oct 2017, 2pm Heavitree Walk 
Explore the old Polsloe Park area, part of the former Heavitree Parish that 
has totally changed over the past 150 years. Meet at the gates of Higher 
Cemetery, St Marks Avenue. Duration: Approx 1.5 hrs. Admission: Free. 
 
Tue 5th Dec 2017 'Cliff Bastin - Heavitree's football hero, and other Exeter 
sporting legends'- Rob Jennings-May 
 
All meetings, apart from the walk, start at 7.30pm and are held in the 
Rifford Room at Heavitree Parish Church. 
 
 

Non History Society Events 

11th September, 7pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - 307 Squadron Project 

19th-23rd September, 11am at St Stephen’s Church - Stories of Exeter's 
War Hospitals, 1914-1919. Exhibition presented by Exeter History Society 

23rd September, 2.30pm at Exeter School - Exeter & District Centre of the 
National Trust - Major Gen. Stringer Lawrence and his tower (Belvedere) 

12th October - Exeter History Society - Deller's Cafe 

http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/forms/Membership%20Form%20Web.pdf
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14th October, 2pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Do you really know who 
you are? Genealogy talk 

21st October - 2.30pm at Exeter School - Exeter & District Centre of the 
National Trust - Peter Tamblyn on Jazz 

18th November - 2.30pm at Exeter School - Exeter & District Centre of the 
National Trust - Rev. Andrew Johnson on Stained Glass 

11th December - Exeter History Society - Christmas Quiz 

If you know of any events that you think members might appreciate, please 
contact me and I will include them in this section. 

 
 

This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree Local History Society 
Editor: Sally Robinson, 48 Regent Square, Exeter, EX1 2RL 

email: sallykernick2@ yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: 01392 757004 

www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:msmith6104@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/

